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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


* French ‘Neutrality’ in Chad Affects Neighbors 


YI AFO680A Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
6 Dec YO p s 


{Commentary by Aly Diouf: “Whose Turn Is it?”)} 


[Text] President Hissein Habre’s political and military 
debacle does more than mark a new turning point in the 
very turbulent history of the Chadian people. 


Its spatiotemporal framework as well as the unprece- 
dented circumstances in which it took place give it a very 
special significance deserving of more attention on the 
part not only of observers but also of the continent's 
political decisionmakers. 


Judging from the facts as made known to the public to 
date, at least three observations are necessary right now, 
and they are scarcely open to dispute. 


The first, and also the most obvious, is the “neutrality” 
of the French forces that was exhibited in the field and 
acknowledged in Paris in connection with a conflict 
which, according to Jacques Pelletier, merely pitted 
“Chadians against other Chadians.” 


The second observation, which upsets the French alibi, is 
that despite the temporary absence of formal proof. 
foreign support was skillfully and subtly involved, 
because without it the hero of the day, Idriss Deby, if left 
to his own devices, could not have afforded a single one 
of the 20 Toyotas used to carry his men, not to mention 
the Mercedes that served as his official car, or even 
suitable equipment for his troops. 


The final observation has to do more with military 
intrigue (on which, very fortunately, Cherif E. Seye casts 
a first beam of light in this issue). What this involves, 
naturally, is the disconcerting ease with which Idriss 
Deby “defeated” fearsome warriors. Those were the 
same fighters who, with Ronald Reagan in times past, 
induced the hotheaded Colonel al-Qadhdhafi to swallow 
certain of his ambitions. 


Those three observations, each of which conveys specific 
messages, present a joint challenge to France's most loyal 
friends on the continent, Chad's immediate neighbors, 
and, beyond them, the African community as a whole. 


The Central African Republic, Senegal, Ivory Coast, 
Gabon, Djibouti, and all those states in the preserve. 
which are noted for their “deep friendship” with France 
and their loyalty to it, have seen their relations with the 
home country (as client states) suddenly turn shaky as a 
result of Habre’s complete desertion by his French 
protectors. Announced back at the summit meeting in La 
Baule (in France in June 1990) and then confirmed 
during the social disturbances that shook Abidjan (Ivory 
Coast) and Port Gentil (Gabon) this year, France's 
noticable distancing of itself from African internal prob- 
lems could not fail, once / o9rfirmed, to have major 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA i 


consequences as far as the political stability of certain 
regimes is concerned. There are still many regimes on 
this continent that owe their perpetuation solely to Paris’ 
support, which may be out in the open or discreet but 
that is many-sided in any case. But France’s disengage- 
ment will be a matter of degrees. Despite the commit- 
ments made in La Baule, it seems that the interests, 
properly understood, of the French political class still 
carry their full weight when it comes to influencing 
decisions already made or still to be made. 


For good reason, the commitments being exhumed in 
Paris now—nol to mention the much-vaunted “bonus 
for democracy” —did not prevent Colonel Mansion of 
the “Barracuda” Detachment from commanding the 
security forces, which, last 13 October, brutally repressed 
the Central African democrats who were demonstrating 
peacefully in Bangui for restoration of the multiparty 
system in their country. It 1s true that neither Sucden’s 
[expansion not given] coveting of Ivorian cocoa, nor Elf 
Aquitaine’s interest in Gabonese petroleum, nor the 
French stranglehold on Chadian cotton carries as much 
weight as Central African diamonds or uranium. 


So after the events in Abidjan, Port Gentil, Bangui, and 
Ndjamena, the question now 1s: how much future influ- 
ence will Senegalese peanuts (or democracy), Djibouti’s 
Strategic location, or Zaire’s mineral wealth have”? 
Answering that question would mean sketching out the 
complete future political landscape in French-speaking 
Africa. That privilege belongs—although not exclu- 
sively—to the passing of time. Scarcely concealed geo- 
strategic ambitions and calculations are doing their bit to 
sidetrack efforts to protect French interests on the con- 
tinent. 


There, too, the conquest of Ndjamena carries a message 
needing to be deciphered. Its code rests in the hand of 
the one who financed and armed Hissein Habre’s former 
chief of staff. who became first a rebel and then a 
president newly converted to the religion of political 
pluralism. 


The government in Khartoum that closed its eyes to the 
preparations for war is fully aware of the motivations 
guiding that invisible hand. Just like Ugandan Yower 
Museveni who, as chairman of the OAU, gave at least his 
tacil approval to the attempt to use Rwandan refugees to 
destabilize the Rwandan dictatorship. 


In either case, depending on whether one travels up the 
Nile or down the Chari, it is Zaire and the Central 
African Republic that are in the line of sight, they being 
not only strongholds of French influence but also open 
doors to a dozen sub-Saharan countries with which they 
share long borders. Naturally, the fact that Col. al- 
Qadhdhafi has influence on the regimes in Khartoum 
and Kampala 1s not enough in itself to make one con- 
clude that there 1s Libyan coordination. 


But Tripoli’s well-thought-out manipulation of the 
“Tuareg bomb” to keep Bamako and Niamey on a leash 
at the four-power summit meeting in Targuit, Algeria, 
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and its perfect understanding with Compaore’s Burkina 
on the subject of the Liberian crisis constitute grounds 
for legitimately fearing a pincer strategy aimed at inter- 
African revolution. 


This is being mentioned more and more frequently in 
certain chanceries following the collapse of the plan for a 
United States of the Sahel. 


Whether genuine or not, those data need to be incorpo- 
rated into the analysis of the current situation in Chad. It 
will then be up to the facts, statements, revelations, and 
actions of the future to gradually confirm them or 
permanently eliminate them. 


Time will tell,” as the Anglo-Saxons say. 


ANGOLA 


* Savimbi's Address to Nation Scored 


9JAFO713A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 3, 6 Feb 91 


[3 Feb 91 p 4] 


[Text] It was somewhat foreseeable that an autocratic 
organization, such as UNITA [National Union for the 


Total Independence of Angola}, secure in its acts of 


terrorism, adopting the cult of the personality of the 
head man, and using fascist schemes for discipline and 
internal control, would feel a certain fear in being 
confronted openly, and without weapons in hand, by 
other political formations in the free operation of a 
multiparty democracy. 


UNITA’s most recent maneuvers, dealing with every 
way possible to disturb and delay the peace process in 
Angola, confirm its difficulty in confronting a situation 
for which it is obviously not prepared: one in which it ts 
accustomed to act in a cowardly and criminal manner. 
whether it be to placed explosive devices in the cities, 
mine the roads and fields, or indiscriminately murder 
our country’s men, women, and children. destroying 
their property. 


Despite all this, it was relatively surprising to perceive in 
Savimbi's latest “address to the nation” that, after all, 
that inevitable and understandable sentiment of fear had 
changed into genuine terror, observable in the paranoia 
of the arguments and confession (involuntary’) of his 
own weaknesses and those of the armed group he leads. 


If he were a true democrat, as he proclaims to the seven 
winds, Savimbi should have been a litthe more careful in 
asserting that “we did our best when, in the various 
concessions we made to the MPLA [Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola], we agreed that Angola's 
problems should not be discussed only between the 
Mi’! \ and UNITA but also with all the country’s other 
patriotic forces.” 


There should be rejoicing, then, on the part of “all the 
country’s patriotic political forces.” The “democrat” 
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Jonas Savimbi considers that he made his maximum 
concession (“to the MPLA.” which does not prevent him 
from being sympathetic to this party) in admitting that 
“you, also, have the right to open your mouth in Angola 
in expressing your opinions and viewpoints. We suppose 
that this now gives him the right to convey to him your 
eternal gratitude and recognition.” 


Do not be amazed in this regard that Savimbi thinks you 
“should not taunt UNITA,.” or pretend “to give him 
lessons from Luanda,” for, in his words, “if your hands 
are clean, it 1s because you have not been working.” 
while “UNITA, on the contrary, has its hands dirty [sic]; 
bul it was precisely this that helped us to achieve our 
present objective: this 1s a fact, a historic fact, which no 
one can deny.” 


In one way he 1s right. It 1s really impossible to give life 
back to so many men, women, and children with whose 
blood UNITA “dirtied ts hands” in recent years: but 
this does not prevent the Angolan people, at the proper 
tume, from knowing what to do—a development which 
Savimbi now, in his darkest hours, cannot even imagine 


But the democrat Savimbi goes further. In his burning 
desire for power, he is not even careful to hide the fact 
that he needs the elections as soon as possible (“in nine 
months to a year”) if only to keep the other political 
parties from gaining votes. In his own words: “We know 
that the (new) parties (civilian) need two years (until the 
time of the elections) to win votes.” 


That 1s to say, the “democrat” Savimbi considers ut a 
negative development that parties, other than the 
MPLA-Labor Party and UNITA, should have the neces- 
sary time to indoctrinate and attempt to convince the 
Angolans (the “clientele” to whom he so disrespectfully 
refers) of the seriousness and justice of his programs and 
intentions. Could there be better proof that Savimbi 
disregards the opinion and freely expressed will of the 
Angolans at the polls’? Why should Savimbi fear that 
after only two years, the Angolan people would forget all 
that he claims to have done in their favor? 


Could it be because at the time in question that same 
people no longer feels threatened and intimidated by the 
weapons of his armed band? 


For what reason, moreover, should we “prolong the time 
of the elections and jeopardize the permanent cease- 
fire?” If the cease-fire will serve, as foreseen, to deter- 
mine the beginning of the formation of the one and only 
National Army, what risk can the cease-fire run, unless 
there 1s already, on UNITA’s part, the hidden intention 
to violate that intention and cause further damage? 


Under the pretext of questioning the sovereignty of the 
Angolan people, even hypothecating it temporarily into 
foreign hands, Jonas Savimbi served only to confirm that 
he definitely feels hemmed in and terrified over the briet 
installation of a multiparty democracy and that, today as 
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yesterday, what for him 1s at stake 1s not the interests of 


the Angolan people but rather, and always, his own 
survival. 


[6 Feb 91 p 2] 


fascist propaganda which the Nazis carried to the 
extreme and which states that a lie repeated with con- 
vicuion over a long period of time, if aided by the 
appropriate media and channels, ends up being inevi- 
tably transformed into a truth which ts almost impos- 
sible to refute. 


An abundance of accumulated lies, which are accepted as 
a new source and reference for still other lies, serves only 
to add weight to the false arguments so brazenly pre- 
sented to audiences which are little inclined to make a 
great effort at remembering or have little critical spirit, 


Greatly skilled in this theory which, in some ways, has 
supported his series of successive betrayals. Jonas 
Savimbi 1s continuing to apply it, convinced that the 
Angolan people are unattentive and have a short 
memory. 


In his most recent “New Year's address,” made belatedly 
on | February, the UNITA leader returns obstinately to 
some of the subjects which had already been made 
ridiculous and outdated by the change of events in the 
recent past. 


Once more characterizing the terrorist and destructive 
practice of his armed bandits as a “liberating action” 
against “the Russians and Cubans in our beloved coun- 
try.” Savimbi goes so far as to admit that the criminal 
bomb attempts in Luanda and other cities in the country 
were the method which his “clandestine cohorts” discov- 
ered “to shake off the fear and apathy which had been 
enslaving (his) people.” 


A strange fear, which is counteracted through explosive 
devices placed in airports and other public places. killing 
and wounding with utter disregard... 


At the same time, the man who proclaimed a pompous 
“Black Republic” and always identified himself with the 
weak-minded theses of “authenticity” and “negro char- 
acteristics,” treating as “Portuguese” all white Angolans 
whom his gangs ravished, 1s now asserting that in Alvor 
only UNITA prevented the MPLA from excluding the 
whites from Angolan citizenship. 


Savimbi pretends to forget that his aggravating racism 
and tribalism are known to everyone since the time of his 
first betrayals of the struggle for national liberation and 
were irremediably confirmed in 1975, when not only the 
whites threatened directly by UNITA but also the Por- 
tuguese soldiers fled to areas controlled by the MPLA: 
those same soldiers who, in accordance with certain 
agreements, were supposed to guarantee the territorial 
integrity of Angola against raids by Zairian and South 
African mercenaries until the time of independence. 
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For this reason, his reference to “tribal and tribalist 
maneuvers” within the MPLA-Labor Party, attributing 
to President Jose Eduardo dos Santos the imaginative 
and absurd assertion that never would any Ovimbundu 
enter the party’s BP [expansion not given], could only be 
interpreted as a delirious psychological mechanism 
designed to forget the brutal assassination in Huambo tn 
1975 of Joaquim Kapangu, Ovimbundu and member of 
the MPLA’s BP. the assassination having been carried 
out by Savimbu's direct order. 


If maneuvers of “ethnic imbalance” exrst, they could 
only originate from what was proudly asserted just last 
year by the “head of the people of southern Angola” in 
now pretending to appear in his address “as the nation’s 
recourse. But after all, to what nation 1s Savimbi refer- 
ring. since an editorial of UUNITA’s official radio said 
only last week that in Angola there are “two sovereign- 
lies, two capitals, two territories, two peoples, and two 
governments?” If the “nation” to which he 1s referring ts 
the “nation” of the armed bandits, then all 1s clear. 


* NIPLA Youth National Committee Meets 


* Outlook for Future 
YI AKOT14A Luanda JORNAL Dk ANGOLA 


in Portuguese 30 Jan Yl p 2 

{ Text] The JMPLA [Youth of the Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola]-Youth Party National Com- 
mittee has been meeting since yesterday in the Palace of 
the Congresses in Luanda in its ninth ordinary session, 
with the objective of evaluating the progress of imple- 
menting the recommendations from the eighth ordinary 
session, analy zing the National Secretariat's report on its 
activities: and discussing the general basis for down- 
sizing the organization’s internal structure and holding 
its HT Congress. in which it will debate and rectify the 
current status of the JMPLA-Youth Party in the context 
of implementing the multiparty system. 


The meeting, which was supposed to begin the 24th but 
was postponed until yesterday for organizational rea- 
sons, 1s being chaired by the Party youth organization's 
First Secretary and MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola}j-Labor Party Central Committee 
Member Domingos Francisco Bartolomeu, and included 
in its Opening ceremony MPLA-Labor Party Central 
Committee Political Bureau Member Bornito de Sousa 
and Organization Central Committee Secretary Mario 
Pinto de Andrade, according to the “J” [JMPLA] secre- 
lary. 


Awaited with great anticipation on the part of its mih- 
tants, this ninth session will discuss with “requisite 
thoroughness” the organization's stance on the evolution 
of the country’s political system with respect to political 
pluralism, supported by the Party’s firm intention to 
inexorably implement the process of reforming the eco- 
nomic and social policies now in course, decisions to be 
ratified at its IIT Congress. 
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According to the meeting's spokesperson, the question of 
the Party’s name also deserves attention on the pari of 
the participants, adding “in principle there should be no 
mayor alterations, regardless of whether or not the Party 
changes its name.” However, modification of the current 
system of selectively recruiting new members should also 
be reviewed and discussed, keeping in mind the current 
Stage of political restructuring that the country is expe- 
riencing with the implementation of political pluralism. 


To this end, and keeping in mind the entry on the scene 
within a few months of other parties, which will certainly 
have their youth components, it is the JMPLA-Youth 
Party's intention to create the basic conditions for a 
healthy political-cultural and social life with the other 
organizations to come. 


Reducing the Internal Structure 


According to a document presented at the mecting 
discussed above, the JMPLA-Youth Party soon antici- 
pates a difficult phase in its life as a result of the drastic 
reduction in financial resources the Party is imposing to 
stanch the economic and financial bleeding the country 
iS experiencing, which will also affect the JMPLA-Youth 
Party, considering its dependence on the MPLA-Labor 
Party budget. 


Thus, according to that document, the seriousness of the 
Situation imposes a rigorous need to downsize internal 
Structures and thus create a more simple structure, 
ensuring greater operational efficiency and taking into 
consideration the country’s political perspective in its 
multiple aspects. 


As such, the reduction in technical cadres and personne! 
iS an inevitable consequence of this process, the effects of 
which are reflected in the adoption of a substantially 
decreased organization chart, the placement and reloca- 
tion of cadres and officials, and the systematic renova- 
tron of the leadership at all levels; providing the organi- 
zational structures with cadres capable of ensuring their 
functioning in an integrated fashion; putting priority on 
the placement of cadres whose age better corresponds to 
the organization's dynamic, youthful character and 
whose levels of specialization are consistent with the 
requisite age and maturity, keeping in mind its posi- 
tioning in the multiparty framework; and others, to be 
analyzed in the current meeting. 


It 1s to be noted that the ninth ordinary meeting of the 
JMPLA-Youth Party National Committee should end 
today and, given the scope and importance of the docu- 
ments under discussion, should result in important con- 
clusions that, in a certain way, will change the political 
dimension of the MPLA-Labor Party's youth organiza- 
tion. 
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* Defines New Position 


Y/AKO714B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 31 Jan 91 p 2 


{Text} The ninth ordinary session of the JMPLA-Youth 
Party National Committee, which has been meeting 
since the 29th in the Palace of the Congresses for the 
purpose of establishing a future strategy for that organi- 
zation, given the new political framework on the horizon 
with the implementation of political pluralism, ended 
yesterday, with most of the documents prepared for that 
occasion having been approved. 


First Secretary of the Organization and MPLA-Labor 
Party Central Committee Member Domingos Francisco 
Bartolomeu, in his closing speech, stated that “much 1s 
expected of us by the Party structures and others, such as 
the State, after the approval of political pluralism...with 
respect to the elections...” in a clear allusion to the 
arduous work awaiting the MPLA-Labor Party's youth 
organization in the near future. 


In fact, the meeting thoroughly discussed the need to 
undertake broad work among the masses, to ensure 
greater adherence at the youth level without the selective 
criteria that until now have guided the activities of the 
“J”: and to converge its theoretical and ideological base 
with that of the Party, which has embraced democratic 
socialism rather than Marxism-Leninism. According to 
the meeting’s spokesperson, these issues will weigh 
heavily on the facts that will be discussed at this organi- 
zation’s Third Congress, which is planned to take place 
at the beginning of the third quarter of this year. 


With the meeting now over, there is a need to hold the 
JMPLA-Youth Party's Third Ordinary Congress this 
year, because of the moment the country 1s now experi- 
encing, a time in which implementation of political 
pluralism implies a change in the labor system, and 
consequently the adoption of new strategies. 


As was announced, the meeting also sought to revise the 
internal structure for which, according to the meeting's 
spokesperson, it would be counterproductive to await 
the holding of the Congress to take such a decision, as 
had been typical until now. The position and place that 
the “J~ should adopt in a multiparty system with respect 
to organizations for which it is responsible, such as the 
OPA [Organization of Angolan Pioneers}, AAEM [Asso- 
ciation of Secondary Education Students], etc., was also 
reviewed, resulting in profound debates, and it was 
ultimately resolved that special attention would be 
devoted to the issue when the congress took place. One of 
the issues that was also closely examined was the struc- 
tural and organizational form that the “J” should 
assume, with the proposal also approved to create an 
analysis office for the much-needed task of undertaking 
research and analyzing data to be collected, permitting 
the organization’s National Secretariat to have data 
available on the political disposition of other organiza- 
tions and the youth sectors. 
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Special attention was devoted to the topic of the organi- 
zation’s self-financing, keeping in mind the Party's weak 
Capacily to maintain the current budget level, which also 
covers the needs of the “J.” It is thus the National 
Secretariat's intention to propose mechanisms for reha- 
bilitating some infrastructure under its responsibility 
and to strengthen others now in full operation, in order 
for the JMPLA-Youth Party to become self-sufficient in 
financial terms and guarantee a healthy life without 
pitfalls in the near future, which 1s likely to be difficult. 


* Political School Closed 


YIAFO714C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
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[Text] A note arriving in our office from the JMPLA- 
Youth Party National Secretariat informs us that leaders 
of that organization, who met in the Palace on 10 
December in an ordinary session, questioned the exist- 
ence of the teaching establishment affiliated with the 
Organization, at a time when it 1s distancing itself from 
Marxist-Leninist doctrine, and unanimously decided to 
close it as of yesterday, as part of the organization's 
internal structure. 


The National Political Youth School, which has cost the 
organization's budget slightly less than | million new 
kwanzas per month for political and ideological training 
of JMPLA-Youth Party militants and leaders, was con- 
sidered to be excess weight on the organization's finan- 
cial health. 


Other reasons also cited by the meeting's participants for 
closing the school were the need to reduce expenses as a 


result of the now useless maintenance and operation of 


the aforementioned institution, at a time when the 
organization 1s debating the reduction of the internal 
structure because of financial shortfalls. 


* MPLA Leaders Discuss Reforms With Public 


YIAFO719A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 10 Feb ¥1 p 3 


{Article by Messias Constantino: “We Want To Win the 
Elections”] 


{Text} Experience accumulated over 15 years of fighting 
in southern Africa has taught us that no negotiations 
move forward unless the relationship between the forces 
on the ground is defined. 


This opinion was argued on Saturday at the Anibal de 
Melo press center in Luanda during a meeting between 
the secretaries of the MPLA-Labor Party Politburo, 
Dino Matross, Manuel Pedro Pacavira, and Marcolino 
Moco, and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Venancio 
de Moura, and reporters and journalists. 


During the meeting which was dominated by sharp 
debates and relatively strong rivalry. they discussed, 
among other things, the multiparty system and the peace 
process, in the context of the new winds blowing in the 
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country. The Government Action Program was not 
discussed in any depth because members of the govern- 
ment directly linked with the program were not there. 


As regards a multiparty system, the officials argued that 
this system should be institutionalized by laws regulating 
the formation of political parties, since, in their view, 
“this path cannot be taken in the midst of disorder. in a 
situation of a democracy of corpses.” 


“There must be procedures and criteria detining the 
formation of parties, so that they will have a truly 
national character.” they said, adding that: “We have 
hard work to do to create the legal instruments that will 
regulate the period preceding multiparty elections, these 
instruments include press laws, the right to strike law, 
the elimination of partisanship in the armed forces, and 
others that will complement the partially revised consti- 
tutional law.” 


Viewing the current situation in Angola as “relatively 
complex,” but characterized by protound reforms, what 
these officials of the MPLA-Labor Party want to do 1s to 
institute a new society dominated by an atmosphere of 
harmony and tolerance. so that the Angolan people can 
stop making needless sacrifices and so that civihan 
society can also participate more dynamically in all 
aspects of political, economic, and social life, in the 
spirit of the events that have occurred in Eastern Europe 


The secretaries of the Party's Politburo also said that the 
“people's mentality and the political superstructure” 
were responsible at times for impeding the process of 
dynamic change in the economy advocated in 1985 at 
the time of the Party's National Conference 


They explained throughout their statements that by 
opening up membership in their organization to all 
people in the country, the current leadership of the 
MPLA-Labor Party was preparing for a change in the 
nature and style of their operations, to lighten their work 
methods and to promote activities with the popular 
masses, so that they could work together in harmony and 
have a major influence on society. They want to move 
forward on the projects that are included in their polit- 
ical and legal program. to be discussed at the neat 
extraordinary congress, since, as they indicated, “we 
want to win the elections.” 


As regards the peace process, they said that the cease-fire 
agreement between the legitimate Angolan Government 
and UNITA does not in any way affect the democrati- 
zation of the country. They admitted, however. that it 
was a factor that hampered to some extent the aspira- 
tions of the Angolan people for peace. 


In recalling the entire course of the peace process, from 
the New York agreements for the independence of 
Namibia and the consolidation of national indepen- 
dence on the southern border to the (failed) Gbadolite 
agreements, and now the direct talks between the 
opposing forces in Portugal, they said that there 1s still a 
long and difficult road ahead, not only because of 
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UNITA’s irresponsibility and inconsistencies, bul also 
because of the constant and open support provided to 
the terrorists by the United States, South Africa, and 
Zaire. 


For these reasons, they wondered whether or not they 
should move ahead with the institutionalization of a 
multiparty system or the existence of political groups 
without a firm cease-fire agreement. They indicated that 
the process was at a standstill because of the concessions 
of the rebels. They invited all the people to discuss the 
matter seriously and responsibly. 


The creation of a Presidential Council, scheduled to be 


set up shortly in Angola to facilitate the participation of 


all currents in determining the country’s future during 
the period prior to the general, multiparty clections, was 
also brought up during the debates. It appeared from 
what they said that they would be part of the Council. 
and that it would operate as an advisory body for the 
head of state, in addition to other political groups, such 
as the Party Youth and the people's and social organiza- 
tions 


Meanwhile, an identical meeting was also held yesterday 
at the “Karl-Marx” movie theater in Luanda, under the 
direction of secretaries from the Party's Politburo, Bor- 
nito de Sousa, Joao Lourenco, and Jacinto Chipopa, with 
students and professors from the middle schools. 


* UNITA’s Stand on National Army Scored 


YIAFOTI9E Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 29 Jan ¥l p 4 


[Text] A former agent of the PIDE/DGS [International 
Police for the Defense of the State/General Directorate 
for Security}, Norberto de Castro, who rendered such 
important services to the colonial power, has been pro- 
moted to the rank of “colonel” of wars-to-be-waged and 
iS Continuing today his pernicious activities against the 
Angolan people as a member of UUNITA 


Some time prior to this promotion, at a time when he 


was accused of embezzling for his own use large sums of 


money that this little group was making available to him 
for his disinformation and propaganda campaigns 
abroad, the former agent, faithful to the tradition that 
“whoever 1s a traitor for a day, 1s a traitor for life.” tried 
to betray his own cohorts and offered his services to the 
Angolan Government. 


This affront only received the response of contempt and 
silence deserved by spineless individuals who think that 
they can survive with impunity in any regime by selling 
their services together with their own dignity. 


His gaffes as UNITA’s official spokesman in Lisbon are 
well known in press circles in that country, which 
became used to not giving any credence to his exagger- 
ated, pompous statements which the facts usually proved 
quite rightly to be ridiculous. 


FBIS-AFR-91-056-S 
22 March 1991 


When Norberto de Castro was interviewed by Voice of 
America on the deadlock allegedly created by the 
Angolan Government during tts sixth round of talks with 
UNITA, he showed how politically unschooled he was. 
and that he did not even have a basic knowledge of the 
differences between a normal political activity in a 
multiparty system and an clectoral campaign or process. 


The tripartite proposa! made by Portugal, the U.S., and 
the USSR in Washington, as a basis for the sixth round 
of negotiations, says in its sixth item that “the process of 
creating a national army will begin with the entry into 
force of the cease-fire and will be completed by the date 
of the elections, pursuant to the terms agreed upon.” 


The Angolan Government has suggested that the expres- 
sion “by the date of the elections” be replaced by “by the 
date the election campaign begins,” as it 1s aware that the 
army can only be the impartial guarantor of this cam- 
paign if it has been formed by that date. 


This position, which 1s obvious and irrefutable, was 
interpreted by UNITA’s spokesman as meaning the 
forced silence of that group for the entere time that the 
single national army 1s formed. In his own words: 
“UNITA would have to maintain absolute silence and 
would be unable to engage in any political activities.” 


lt is unfortunate that the “colonel” spokesman for 
UNITA still does not understand that his group would be 
able to engage in its political activities just like any other 
party already existing or to be formed—provided natu- 
rally that it signs and respects the cease-fire—from the 
time that the Law of Parties 1s promulgated, expected to 
occur next April. 


Thus UNITA does not have to remain silent until the 
single, natronal army 1s formed, unless it has nothing to 
say to the Angolan people. after it has been massacring 
them and destroying their property for all these years. 


This political, party action has nothing to do with the 
“electoral campaign” in itself, which 1s a process that 
runs for a specific and extremely short period of time 
(one month or 15 days) throughout the world and during 
which various parties or candidates intensify their activ- 
ities 10 CONVince voters that their platforms and prom- 
ses are right and well-founded. 


It 1s during this time that the Angolan Government ts 
asking to have a single national army, so that none of the 
competing groups feels inhibited by the presence or 
pressure of partisan military or paramilitary forces that 
could influence their legitimate right to vote for the 
candidate of their choice. It 1s also required to protect 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Angolan 
State against any possible violations. 


Trained in the tradition of pseudo-clections promoted by 
the colonial and fascist National Union or Jamba's 
fictitious elections, “Colonel” Norberto de Castro ts 
once again making a fool of himself. 
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Moreover, he will have to explain to his boss Jonas 
Savimbi his statement that “it will take a year al the very 
least” to form the single national army,” when he 1s still 
Saying al the same time that the situation is ripe for 
holding elections during 1991. 


* Aid for Southern Front War Victims 


YIAFO71I0H Luande JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 1 Feb 91 p 3 


[Text] Some 780 tons of foodstuffs (vegetable oils and 
peas) have been delivered in this city to refugees and war 
orphans from the southern front, which includes 
Namube, Huila, Cunene, and Kuando-Kubango prov- 
inces. 


As the Angolan news agency Angop learned from Rod- 
rigues Puissa, national chief of transportation and logis- 
tics of the Secretariat of State for Social Affairs (SEAS). 
the donation was from the World Food Program (WFP). 
Puissa said that another 10 tons of various foodstuffs 
had been donated by the Norwegian Government to the 
war orphans sheltered in Huila Province and to human- 
ilarian institutions. 


According to Rodrigues Purssa, these donations are 
within the framework of a WFP and Norwegian Govern- 
ment program to aid the war refugees, orphans, and 
humanitarian institutions in southern Angola. 


* Defense Ministry Issues Registration Order 


* Dispatch No.1! 


914F0716A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 19 Jan 91 p 6 


[Dispatch issued by Major Hugo A.G. dos Passos, chief 


of the Luanda Province Recruitment and Mobilization 
Center, on 3 January 1991] 


[Text] Ministry of Defense 


Luanda Province Recruitment and Mobilization Center 
[CRMPL] 


Dispatch No. 01/91, chief of the CRMPL 


Pursuant to the General Law of Military Service (Law 
No. 12/82, of 9 October) and the provisions of Order No. 
0135/90, of the Ministry of Defense, | decree that: 


1. All male citizens born between | January and 31 
December 1975 must register for military service 
between 10 January and 28 February 1991 at the Munic- 
ipal Commissariat in their local place of residence 


2. When reporting to register, they must bring the 
following documents: 


—Identity card; 


—Five passport-size photographs. 
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—Certificate of residence: 

—Certificate of household, 

—Certificate of literacy: 

—Certificate of professional qualification, and 
—Proot of location of employment or study. 


3. Citizens born in 1974 who have not yet registered may 
do so at their respective municipal commussariats during 
the same period. In addition to the required documents, 
they must submit a request to the chief of the CRM, 
accompanied by a National Reconstruction Stamp tn the 
amount of 1,000.00 new kwanzas. 


4. Anyone who, without good cause, does not register for 
military service within the stated period will lose the 
rights set forth in Articles 48, 51, and $2 of the General 
Law of Military Service (Law No. 12/82). 


Luanda Provincial Recruitment and Mobilization 
Center, 3 January 1991, Major Hugo 4.G. dos Passos 
Chief, CRMPI 


* Dispatch No. 3 


Y/4F0716B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
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[Dispatch issued by Mayor Hugo A.G. dos Passos, chief 
of the CRMPL, on 3 January 1991] 


[Text] Ministry of Defense 
Dispatch No. 03/91 


In view of the need to rmprove the technical aspects of 
the process of verification and control of military docu- 
mentation, | hereby revoke Dispatch No. 2/91, of 8 
January 1991. All national citizens residing in Luanda 
Province in possession of said documentation must 
comply with the provisions established in the present 
dispatch. 


I decree that: 


1. Starting on 14 January 1991, all citizens bearing 
military papers (certificate of exemption, passport [as 
published] of availability or certificate of deferment) 
who reside in Luanda Province, whether or not the 
documents were received or rssued in other provinces, 
should report to the Luanda recruitment center located 
in Rocha Pinto District near the Paviterra UEM ship- 
yards, according to the following calendar: 


—On 14, 15, 16, and 17 January 1991, all national 
citizens bearing certificates of military exemption, 


—On 18 January, all national citizens bearing passports 
of availability for military service, whose names begin 
with the letters A, E, 1, M, Q. U, and Y: 
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—On 19 January, all national citizens bearing passports 
of availability for military service, whose names begin 
with the letters B, F, J, N. R, V, and Z: 


—On 21 January, all national citizens bearing passports 
of availability for military service, whose names begin 
with the letters C, G, K, O. S, and W: 


—On 22 January, all national citizens bearing passports 
of availability for military service, whose names begin 
with the letters D, H, L, P, T, and X; 


—On 23 and 24 January, all national citizens bearing 
certificates of military deferment, 


—On 25 and 26 January, all national citizens bearing 
certificates of military deferment or exemption issucd 
in other provinces. 


2. Directors of human resources of social agencies, 
institutions, and organizations should report to the 
Luanda recruitment center to learn about the new mill- 
tary documentation and to monitor the appearance of 
their workers. 


3. Any national citizen who for any reason is unable to 
report (absent from the country or from the province, 
hospitalized or in prison) on the dates stipulated above 
should report, within 72 hours after the reason no longer 
applies, to the Luanda Province CRM facilities in Ingo- 
mbota Municipio, Maculusso District, Rua Comandante 
Che-Guevara, Nos. 47 and 48A. 


4. Any national citizens who, without just cause, fail to 
appear at the locations and times stipulated above and 
who do not submit the military documents in their 
possession for review will be considered to be in non- 
compliance with the military registration and will be 
lable to the sanctions established by law and to compul- 
sory military service. 


Luanda Province CRM, 14 January 1991 
Mayor Hugo A.G. dos Passos Chief, CRMPL 


* General Staff Communique 


YIAFO716C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
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{Communique issued by Maj. Joao Traguedo, chief of 
the Directorate of Organization and Mobilization, Army 
General Staff, on 31 January 1991] 


[Text] Defense Ministry 


Directorate of Organization and Mobilization, Army 
General Staff (DOM/EMG) 


Communique 


For the purpose of verification and control of military 
documentation in the possession of national citizens of 
military age, specifically, certificate of military exemp- 
tion, certificate of military deferment, or passport of 
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avatlability for military service, the Directorate of Orga- 
mization and Mobilization of the General Staff of the 
FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] makes it known that: 


All citizens who, in accordance with Dispatch No. ¥90 
[as published]. rssued by the Luanda Province CRM, 
have reported within the period stipulated in said dis- 
patch and for whom there are questions remaining 
regarding their documentation, should report to the 
Luanda Recruitment Center at 0900 on 7 February 
1Y¥91. 


Office of tho Chief of the DOM/EMG, in Luanda, 30 
January 1991 


Major Joao Traguedo, Chief 


* Necessity of Economic Decentralization 
Explained 

YIAFKO7TI17 A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 20 Jan Y1 p 2 


[Text] Today we publish, with all due praise, the speech 
that Territorial Planning Director Dr. Joao C. Ferreira 
presented at the economic decentralization seminar 
sponsored recently in Luanda by Angolan Action for 
Development (ADA), and cosponsored by O:kia-Berlin. 


|. Decentralization—an undeniable requirement for the 
efficient operation of an administrative system. 


Decentralization, in addition to constituting a premise 
for democratic administration (by promoting an institu- 
tional framework favoring greater citizen participation), 
is indispensable to the efficient operation of any admin- 
istrative system (by facilitating the achievement of every 
one of the component functions of the system's global 
function at the appropriate level of the hierarchical 
structure of the system's organization). 


2. Decentralization—a fundamental requirement for a 
democratic and efficient administration. 


This ts primarily a result of the following two indisput- 
able facts: 


1. The global functions of any complex system such as, 
for example, the government or the national economy, 
are also correspondingly structured in the form of a 
complex system, and its constituent elements, in turn, 
are Structured in subsystems corresponding to the 
diverse component functions constituting the global 
functions. 


Il. For the functional system there corresponds a hierar- 
chical structure of the objectives that the system (for 
example the government or the national economy) must 
attempt to achieve in performing its respective func- 
lions. 


I. Effective achievement of the system's objectives can 
only be ensured through a hierarchical structure of 
decisionmaking power in order that, at determined 
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levels in the hierarchy of the system's objectives, there be 
corresponding units responsible for specific tasks in the 
hierarchy by ensuring the functions of the system: 


IV. A unit's responsibility can only be carned out to the 


extent that there corresponds to the respective level of 


responsibility an effective degree of autonomy. implying 
sufficient power of initiative and decisionmaking com- 
petency: 


V. Decisionmaking autonomy 1s only effective when it 1s 
associated with a corresponding power to mobilize and 
dispose of the necessary resources to completely fulfill 
the responsibilities with which the unit 1s invested: 


VI. The existence of a framework of strategic decisions 
through the units of the higher hierarchical level, within 
the limats of units of the lower hierarchical levels, which 
must exercise their respective powers of initiative and 
decisionmaking authority, permits limits on the powers 
of responsibility for the higher-level units of strategic 
decisionmaking. and supervision and control of the 
comphance of activities of the lower-level units with the 
legal dispositions and directions promoted by the higher- 
level units. 


3. Reform of the system which administers the national 
economy and decentralization of Angola. 


1. The circumstances under which Angola rose to 
national independence favored the emergence of an 
organizational structure and a system of administering 
the State and the national economy marked by strong 
centralization. 


Il. The fact that State businesses and local entitics of 


power are deprived of a sphere of responsibility and their 
own authority, has resulted in the fact that the effects of 
the activities of the central organizations are only felt 
positively im very limited areas of the scope of the 
national economy, resulting in a high level of wasted 
resources and relative abandonment of a significant 
portion of the same. 


Ill. Regronalization, first under the form of deconcen- 
tration and decentralization at the provincial level, was 
viewed at the highest political levels as a necessary 
means of increasing the efficiency of the national 
economy. The implementation between 1979 and 1980 
of the Provincial Planning Offices and the Provincial 
Peoples Assemblies in 1981, as well as the promulgation 
of Law No. 7/81 on the local organizations of the State 
and Law No. 2/82 on the planning organizations of the 
RPA [Peoples Republic of Angola] constitute notable 
moments in the implementation of decentralization 
However, since the issues involving the creation of the 
indispensable institutional conditions were not consid- 
ered, the intentions expressed in those legal documents 
could not be effected. 


4. Basic issues on the problem of decentralization 


Within the framework of the documents in question, 
these issues should be considered, keeping in mind that 
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the sphere of authority and responsibility of the local 
organizations should cover the totality of activities 
aimed at ensuring the satisfaction of the basic needs of 
the population, the capabilities in the area of basic 
infrastructure whose local availability 1s indispensable to 
an efficient functioning of all the activities located in the 
territory and the intersectoral coordination in the area 
under its jurisdsction with a view to ensuring its complex 
development 


They should also take into account that there should 
correspord to the local organizations’ sphere of respon- 
sibility the power to dispose of the resources necessary 
for complete implementation, primarily through the 
implementation of a local financial system. 


Within the respective sphere of authority. the local 
organizations should be granted full responsibility for 
ample power of initiative and autonomy, without preju- 
dice with respect to legal dispositions, policies, strate- 
gies, Objectives, priorities, and other onentations pro- 
moted by the central entities. 


Besides formulating the policies, strategies, objectives, 
and priorities of national development, the intervention 
of the central organs 1n areas of relevance with respect to 
spheres of authority of the local organs should be 
restricted to the establishment of norms, policies, and 
procedures on which the activities of the local organiza- 
tions would be based, as well as the evaluation of the 
latter by the central entities. 


With respect to the legislation promulgated under the 
SEF [Economic and Financial Rehabilitation] frame- 
work, particularly Laws No. 10/88 on economic activity, 
11/88 on state enterprises, and 12/88 on planning, doc- 
uments are being prepared to evaluate the most critical 
questions of decentralization. 


* Development Plan for Zaire Province Announced 


¥14F0719G Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 7 Feb 91 p 2 


[Excerpt] Soyo. As part of the decentralization policy, 
the local authorities and the central government are 
working on a development plan for Zaire Province, 
according to what the Angolan planning minister in that 
city, Dr. Franca Van-Dunem, said. 


That official, who spoke at a meeting on the socioeco- 
nomic development of Zaire Province during the 1990 
fiscal year, in the light of a program to that effect, 
reported that the plan in question specifically highlights 
implementation of the policy of alhances with the pri- 
vate sector and places special emphasis on local produc- 
tion to replace imports. 


In this context, Franca Van-Dunem said that Zaire 
Province had an enormous poo! of resources and was one 
of the provinces that contributed most to the country’s 
development. Later on she said that they were looking 
into the possibility of giving the region, in addition to an 
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allotment of petroleum, $5 miilion and 450 million new 
kwanzas for projects that could be approved by the local 
authorities themselves in various unspecified sectors. 


Officials from the central and local government, and 
specifically the ministers of transportation, commerce, 


and agriculture, and the secretary of the Council of 


Ministers, among others, were aise involved in this plan. 


Meanwhile, the program for the socioeconomic develop- 
ment of the province, designed for the first time last 
year, contains a package of about 55 activities in the 
most diverse fields, and primarily in the fishing. con- 
Struction, transportation, Community service. health, 
and education sectors. 


A large number of these activities has been completed, 
according to Provincial Commissioner Jose Anibal 
Rocha, under the regional development program bud- 
geted at $2 million. Temporary shelters were acquired to 
reequip the provincial hospital, two workshops were 


purchased and will be set up in the municipalities of 


Soyo and Mbanza Congo to manufacture school mate- 
rial, and a middle school will be built, among other 
projects. 


The funds earmarked for small businesses, in the amount 
of $300,000, were used to implement a program with a 


major social impact, that resulted in the purchase of 


sewing machines, small refrigeration units, mills. etc. 


Laxity of Municipal Structures Could Jeopardize Public 
Festivals 


[passage omitted] The second edition of the public 
festivities in Soyo includes a whole range of political, 
recreational, and sports activities and is taking place 
under the peace sign. 


* FAPLA Fuel Specialists Hold Meeting 


YIAFO719D Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
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[Text] The third methodological meeting of FAPLA 
[expansion not given] fuel and lubricant specialists 
ended yesterda, at the facilities of the Central Ware- 
houses for Fuels and Lubricants (ACCL) headquartered 
in Luanda. The activities of the past year were examined 
thoroughly and carefully at that meeting. 


The conclusions of the meeting, read out by the head of 


the Fuels and Lubricants Department in the Defense 
Ministry's General Directorate for Logistics, Major 
Antonio Pereira da Silva, included a decision to pay 
greater attention to fuels specialists to improve the 
quality of services provided and to follow a procedure 
according to which regular reports would be submitted, 
from subunits, units, and zones. up to the fronts in all 
branches of the armed forces. 


The conclusions further recommended the following: a 
reduction in losses of fuels and lubricants: improvement 
of the system for recording and exploiting the service's 
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technical resources; and, preparation of tables of con- 
sumption and lubrication cards for technical resources 
used in the armed forces, among other matters. 


Colonel Afonso Lopes Teixeira Garcia, “Led,” who 
represented the defense minister for logistics and pre- 
sided over the closing ceremony, said during his state- 
ment that: “It would take too long to make a presenta- 
tion on what the fuels and lubricants service was and is 
at the present time (...), since it was established as a 
result of the necessary evolution of our armed forces, and 
also because ever since the early days of our indepen- 
dence, we have been the victims of external aggression 
from our northern and southern borders (...).” 


Participating in the event were heads of units and 
subunits that are located along the front and are attached 
to various branches of the armed forces, Internal Order 
and State Security linked to the area of fuels and lubri- 
cants. According to Major Pereira da Silva, these men 
“updated their knowledge of the organization, planning. 
and other regulations recommended to carry oul most 
effectively the delicate task of storing and distributing 
fuel to the armed forces. 


* ADB To Finance Educational Institution 


Y/AF0719C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 27 Jan 91 p 3 


[Excerpt] Lubango. The African Development Bank 
(ADB) is going to finance construction of a Normal 
Educational Institute (INE) in the city of Lubango, the 
cost of which was not disclosed by the education plan- 
ning director in Huila, Fernando Jose Caiango. 


Fernando Caiango, who was interviewed by Angop. said 
that last December specialists from the ADB's executive 
board conducted a study and a topographical survey of 
the area where the institute would be built. 


, 


The source also said that the project covered 25 square 
meters and would have a dormitory for 300 students, a 
school with nine classrooms, an auditorium, a gymna- 
sium, playing fields, a dining room, and 23 residences for 
the professors. 


The official also said that construction of the INE project 
would take four years and would be part of a program 
that includes the repair and expansion of the Higher 
Institute of Education Sciences and construction of a 
university city, the cost of which would be deirayed by 
the ADB and the African Development Fund. 


He indicated that a similar project would be developed 
by the ADB in the provinces of Malanje, Luanda, and 
Huambo. [passage omitted] 
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* Portuguese Firm Undertakes New Investments 


YIP40185A Lishon O JORNAL DA ECONOMIA 
in Portuguese 22-28 Feb 91 p 20 


[Excerpt] Last week at its general assembly, Mota & 
Companhia approved its financial participation in four 
new enterprises to be launched in Angola. This informa- 
tion was provided to O JORNAL DA ECONOMIA by 
company administrator Luis Madureira. 


One of the proposals concerns the firm ICER—Luanda 
Ceramic Industry—in which Mota & Companhia will 


retain a majority interest, between 52 and 55 percent of 


the capital stock. The remaining 45 to 48 percent will be 
held by Uniceramica de Luanda. The firm, to be set up 
with a capital stock of $6 million, will produce and 
market red clay products. 


At its assembly, Mota & Companhia also aprroved its 
financial participation in Prefal—Luanda Prefabrication 
Company, Ltd.—in which it will have a holding interest 
of 50 percent of the captial stock, fixed at $1.8 million. 
The remaining 50 percent of the capital will be held by 
two companies: Maprel—Reinforced Materials and 
Paving Company, Ltd.—with 20 percent of the capital. 
and Ecom—Civil Construction Company, Ltd.—with 
the remaining 30 percent. 


Assistance to Volvo 


Mota & Companhia will also have a minority holding of 


30 percent in Auto-Soleco Angola. The remaining 70 
percent will be held by Auto-Soleco. This firm will be set 
up with a capital stock of $3 million and will be involved 
in the maintenance of, marketing of, and technical 
assistance to Volvo products. 


Mota and Companhia’s fourth financial participation 
will be with Valpibus Angola, in which it will hold a 30 
percent interest. The other partners are Valpibus, Ltd.. 
with 40-45 percent; SPR—Portuguese Capital and Risk 
Corporation, SA—with 10-15 percent: and ETIM, with 
10-20 percent. The corporate goal of this firm ‘vill be the 
transport of cargo and intermunicipal passengers. The 
capital stock will be $1.8 million. 


Mota & Companhia’s administrative council also dis- 
cussed its interest in setting up a stock company whose 
name was not divulged. With its headquarters in the 
Algarve, this company will pruchase rural property for 
resale, as well as undertake the acquisition, urbanization, 
parceling, and marketing of development terrain and the 
construction and sale or use of urban property. It will 
also embark on any other undertaking involving invest- 
ments or tourism. [passage omitted] 


* Moxico Receives Funds To Import Medicines 
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[Text] The Moxico Provincial Commission has made 
$100,000 available to the local delegation of the Minisiry 
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of Health for the importation of medicines, Health 
Ministry delegate Joaquim Pedro Simao has told the 
Angolan news agency Angop. 


The official lamented that when the importing compa- 
nies Nogueira Lid., and Curser Lid., asked the National 
Bank of Angola (BNA) for financing, the bank had 
turned them down, claiming a lack of funds, and thus 
had prevented the timely importation of medicines. 


The Moxico Central Hospital has also been granted 
$150,000 by the Health Ministry for the same purpose. 
The 230-bed hospital center ts struggling with a shortage 
of medicines, as well as the advanced state of deteriora- 
tion of its physical plant. 


* Bocoio Displaced Persons Face Famine, Disease 
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[Text] At least 419 people driven from the communes 
most affected by UUNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] in Benguela Province and 
Sheltered in Bocoio Municipio are surviving on green 
bananas for want of any other food, the Angolan news 
agency Angop learned at that locale. 


According to our correspondent in the municipio, the 
number is growing. 


During a working visit to the locale, Paulino Tchinhama, 
party secretary for ideological affairs in Bocoio, said 
UNITA was “to blame for the misery, by launching 
criminal action against the defenseless people.” 


Meanwhile, a seminar On the diseases covered in the 
General Vaccination Program (PAV) was held recently 
in this municipio of Benguela Province, conducted by 
Lourenco Lucandy, the program’s director. 


Lourenco Lucandy pointed to malaria, measles, leprosy, 
tuberculosis, and cholera as the most common diseases 
in the municipio, while yellow fever and conjunctivitis 
are present on a smaller scale. 


* Huambo Enterprises To Be Privatized 
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{Article by Joaquim Artur: “Some Enterprises To Be 
Privatized”’| 


[Text] Huambo. The provincial office of the Ministry of 
Industry is planning to remove from the government 
sector 78 industrial units during the year as part of the 
paring down of the government business sector advo- 
cated by the Government Action Program (PAG). 


According to the planning director in that office, Pinto 
Miranda, this process 1s already in its final stages, and 
various contacts have already been made with represen- 
tatives of national and foreign investors. 
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Among the enterprises to be privatized are large produc- 
tion centers, such as the meat canning factory, the 
provincial furniture enterprise, and the dye factory. 


The same source disclosed that the British multinational 
Nonrho has expressed an interest in forming a joint 
enterprise with the government to assemble bicycles and 
motorbikes with Japanese technology: this enterprise 1s 
currently inoperative because of a shortage of foreign 
exchange. 


Low Production Figures for 1990 


However, the production index for Huambo’s industrial 
park was Only 21 percent in 1990. During that year, the 
sector received only 8 percent of its annual import 
requirements, amounting to around $45 million, and 
this is one of the reasons for the poor performance. 


The small contribution of national suppliers of raw 
materials, and particularly producers of maize. sugar. 
wood, and plywood, among others. was also referred to 
by Pinto Miranda as an important obstacle to improving 
the sector's production. 


Moreover, the chronic problem of transportation of raw 
materials and other resources essential for industry per- 
sists. Last year the sector transported only 2,300 tons of 
raw materials out of Benguela. out of the 40,000 tons 
initially expected. 


During that same time, the sector faced electrical power 
shortages, as power was recorded only up to October, the 
provincial industrial official added. However, an in- 
depth study aimed at strengthening the enterprises that 
will remain in the government sector, taking into 
account competition by the others, will be developed. 


As for the marketing of the finished products, Pinto 
Miranda said that the sector managed to follow the 
established guidelines, as about 90 percent of production 
was channeled to marketing enterprises. He did not, 
however, say anything about the whereabouts of the 
remaining 10 percent. 


For this year, he explained that finished products would 
be delivered directly, or in other words by the producer 
to the retailer. to avoid the unnecessary intervention of 
third parties. 


It should be noted that Huambo’s industrial park 1s the 
second largest one in the country. It has 204 production 
centers, of which only 20 percent are currently operating. 
The official use of installed capacity is estimated in 
constant prices at about 90 million new kwanzas, and the 
park 1s capable of employing 9,000 workers. 


Nevertheless, it currently employs only about 4,327 
workers, which represents 48 percent of its employment 
capacity. It requires an estimated 20,000 tons of raw 
materials a year for its total installed capacity. 
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* Angonave's Official Earnings ‘Doubted’ 


Y14F0719B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
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{Text] The figures given by the commercial director of 
Angonave for the profits earned during the past year (2 
billion new kwanzas) were regarded as “rather dubiou.” 
by sources in that state economic unit. 


Speaking to this newspaper, the sources also regarded the 
information given to Angop by the firm's commercial 
director as ““camouflaging the firm’s disorganization and 
disorder,” since the official had referred only to its 
earnings, without mentioning the “enormous expendi- 
tures” made on the ships. 


“When he referred to the amount involved, the commer- 
cial director only looked at the costs in new kwanzas (...). 
playing down the foreign currency expenses incurred 
with freight charges for foreign ships, delays, etc., etc..” 
the sources said. They also pointed out that among the 
ships comprising Angonave’s fleet, the ship “Ngola” was 
inoperative, and has been “lying in Luanda Bay since 
1987 now.” 


The JORNAL’s sources also regarded the Angonave 
commercial director's references to a lack of sophisti- 
cated communications facilities and to the banking 
bureaucracy in releasing funds as “poor management,” 
and argued that “he could very easily have used the 
funds resulting from the c.i.f. freight in the possession of 
our foreign agents (Portugal, Holland, and Brazil). 


Moreover, they refuted another statement regarding the 
shortage of navigation technicians; according to these 
sources, there are very good professionals “who have 
been waiting to be promoted for years, but this policy of 
cadres has never been applied.” 


* Expert Explains Consumer Purchasing Power 


91/4F0717B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 20 Jan Y1 p 2 


[Article by Sergio Edwards] 
[Text] 


1. One of the objectives of this socioeconomic study 1s to 
determine the monthly costs in the consumer market 
(free-price market) of a food basket of normal consumer 
products considered basic for the nutritional diet of a 
family of approximately six persons. 


2. This measure of the family food basket could serve as 
the basis for evaluating the political, economic, and 
social effects of the new measures to be implemented by 
the government over the next few months, in particular 
the liberalization of the country’s economy, adopting the 
free market system. 


3. Current economic policies with regard to food con- 
sumption have become a vice. There is an official 
market, the prices of which are subsidized by the State. 
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and which in daily reality bears no relation to prices in 
the municipal or parallel markets, where prices of the 
products reach stratospheric levels. The real exchange 
rate of the U.S. dollar is 20.3 times higher than the 
official rate. The question is: 


Who benefits from this system? 


The answer is limited: Those whc benefit directly are 
speculators, black market vendors of basic goods. and 
people who supply these products to the parallel mar- 
kets, which causes serious damage to the country’s most 
needy population. 


4. From the discussion above it is apparent that the 
imbalances affect the country’s economy, particularly 
among workers’ salaries, official prices and parallel! 
prices, by creating problems in the market where the 


demand for products surpasses the limited supply of 


food caused by unrealistic and subsidized prices that the 
State maintains, making speculation and the black 


market attractive in the hands of people with no sense of 


responsibility as citizens, thus affecting the poorest and 
most needy sectors of the country’s population. 


5. The monthly cost of the 20 principal basic products in 
the family food basket, with prices at the municipal or 


free markets in the city of Luanda in the first week of 


January 1991, rose to 107,800 new kwanzas. 


That basket cost $3,639 at the official rate, and at the 
parallel black market rate of 600 new kwanzas per dollar 
the cost of the same basket was $180 per month. 


This difference, by a factor 20.3, constitutes an enor- 
mous bleeding of revenue for the country, and a very 
high social cost for the population, which should be 
reimbursed in the near future. 


6. We will analyze the revenues of three families from 


the city of Luanda, and the level of purchasing power of 


these workers in the municipal or free markets. 
Case |. An average family, in which four people work 
and receive salaries: 


Person | earns 30,000 new kwanzas Person 2 carns 
30,000 new kwanzas Person 3 earns 8.000 new kwanzas 
Person 4 earns 8,000 new kwanzas 


Family income is 76,000 new kwanzas. 


This family, according to the cost of the basic food 
basket, will cover barely 71 percent of its food needs. 
without counting the purchase of clothing and other 
indispensable household items. 


Case 2. A low- to average-income family. in which three 
people work and receive salaries: 


Person | earns 24,000 new kwanzas Person 2 earns &.000 
new kwanzas Person 3 earns 16,000 new kwanzas 


Family income 1s 48,000 new kwanzas. 
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This tamily, according to the cost of the basic family 
food basket, succeeds in covering only 45 percent of its 
minimum food needs. 


Case 3. Person | earns 8.000 new kwanzas Person ? 
earns 8.000 new kwanzas Person 3 earns 16.000 new 
kwanzas 


Family income ts 32,000. 


This family succeeds in covering only 30 percent of its 
minimum food needs. 


Conclusions 


1. The economic measures announced recently by the 
president of the Republic at the inauguration of the new 
ministers are urgently needed for the country’s economic 
stabilization. 


2. In accordance with these measures, and with regard to 
liberalization of the market and prices in general, there 
must be considered the need to guarantee to the popu- 
lation a minimum family income to satisfy basic food 
needs, as well as other indispensable goods. 


3. There must be established a market news service for 
all food products, in order for the population to be duly 
informed and be able to acquire these products without 
administrative difficulties. 


4. There must be periodic evaluation of the progress of 
the measures taken and monitoring of this progress with 
necessary adjustments to prevent distortions between 
the demand for products and the supply of the same, and 
provide an adequate relationship between prices to the 
consumer and salaries of the consuming masses. 


5. A policy must be devised aimed at the popular masses 
and consumers, to teach them to acquire quantities of 
food sufficient only for a household and for a determined 
period of time (several days, a week), thus preventing 
black markets and the purchase of quantities greater 
than minimum needs. 


6. People must have the confidence that these measures 
are for their well-being and that fulfillment of the 
announced measures on the part of all citizens will 
regularize the market and over time definitively elimi- 
nate the entire black market, and consequently the 
country’s economy will adjust to the needs of the popu- 
lation. 


(The author 1s a statistics expert in Angola as a United 
Nations volunteer. The present work forms part of a 
broader study being undertaken as part of the Ministry 
of Agriculture's project no. PNUD/FAOQ-ANG/87/008S.) 
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Total Monthly Cost of Staple Food Items for a Family Budget 
Consumer Prices in Luanda Markets in New Kwanzas [NKZ], January 1991 — 


Number! ltem2 Quantity and Unit / t ae Cost/NKZ® Paral | Official Ratio? 
Unit NKZ Cost/$ Cost/$ ; 

—E _ — $e 

TOTAL 107,800 179.7 36394 20.3 
—— we 6 I 

l Sugar & ke 1.000 1.7 8,000 13.3 270.1 20.3 

——————————e - 7 — —_—-— -—__ ---4+ -_- ——_ 

2 Flour 4 ke 1,000 1.7 4,000 6.7 ] 135.0 20.3 
- a ~ i a on a 

3 Rice 6 kg 1.000 | 1.7 | 6.000 10.0 202.6 20.3 

4 Food Starch 2 kg 1.200 2.0 2.400 40 B10 20.3 
—__—_}—_—_ —~— — —+-——_—_ 

5 Vegetable 6 It $00 O8 3,000 5.0 101.3 20.3 

Oil 

—-—-—-+4-- —- _ | —__— th  ——_F- —_ — —t ———— 

6 Salt 2 ke $00 O8 1.000 1.7 338 203 
i) a a , ee on - — — 

7 Sweet Potato 6 piles 2.000 43 12.000 20.0 405.1 20.3 
— —__—_—_—__++— ——————__ nn nn eee ~ +———_-_ ---- —-— -$— ------—-- 

8 Lettuce 4 piles 500 O8 2.000 43 67.5 20.3 
—_——_—— CY _ HC --- --— —— —— + ————_—_——- 

9 Tomato 4 piles 1,000 1.7 4.000 6.7 135.0 20.3 
+4} - 4 -—— . - —_—_—_—_—_—_— 

10 Onion 6 piles $00 0.8 3,000 $.0 101.3 20.3 
—$$_$—_—_}—_—_— ———| —— 4 -4-—__ — ——--- + - —- 

i Garlic 6 piles $00 08 3,000 $.0 101.3 20.3 

12 Dry Beans 4 ke 1.000 1.7 4,000 6.7 135.0 203 
———$_____;—__ ; $$$ $$$ 4 — - —______— 

13 Fuba Ske $00 O8 4,000 6.7 135.0 20.3 
—— —— ~ --- —+4-— _ — He 7 _ + : —_ — 

14 Fresh 8 piles 1.000 1.7 8,000 133 70.1 20.3 

Manioc a 

—F— ——__—__—_}-—— ——— — ———_—_+—- : ~~~ $—-—___—___- 

15 Eggs 48/Unit 100 0.5 14.400 240 486.2 03 
— —+- — ~ a a © -—+4— - —- -+ -—- --—— ——__— 

16 Whole Milk 2 cans 2,000 33 4,000 6.7 135.0 203 
4} —- ——_ -- —-—_ —- 4+ —--— - --- — 4 $$ — —--- -— - i -- ——4._ - -- —_—_ -—— 

17 Chicken 4/Unnt 2.000 33 i 8,000 13.3 270.1 20.3 
-———_—— --+ — —- — --— - + =~ ++ oa — —} - —-—- —--— - — —-~- b ——-—— - -$ 

18 Fish 2 ? piles 1.500 | 2.$ 3,000 : 5.0 101.3 20.3 
—_—___—_—_—_—__4- —_—-— —____— ——_—______—} —— ~ —_—_—__-4- —______ 

19 Beef | chop 6.000 10.0 6,000 10.0 j 202.6 20.3 
— + — —-- -—- —~- _— + ~----——— - —— —— — —— —E —— 

20 Beer 1 case/24 | &. 000 13.3 8.000 13.3 270.1 | 20.3 

— —— yaaa aaa a — 4 = —— 


Note |: The food quantities | were estimated based on a minimum dict for a 1 family of Sto 6 people 


Note 2: US. dollar parallel rate NKZ 600.00 
Note 3: U.S. dollar official rate: NKZ 29 62 


. tem number of the products 


. Principal basic food products 


_ Approximate monthly consumption of cach product and the unit of measure 


Unit price to the consumer in the markets, in NKZ 


Unit price to the consumer in the markets, expressed ml) re dollars al the parallel rate 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 Cost of the products al consumer market prices in NKZ 
: ; 

8 

4 


Cost of the products at consumer market prices in US dollars al the parallel rate 


. Cost of the products at consumer market Prices in US dollars al the offic ral rate 


Ratio of the US dollar parallel r rate to the offic ial rate 


Source: Ministry of Agric ulture Pricing Survey 
Luanda, 9 January 1991 


* Provinces Fall Behind in Coffee Production These figures are considered extremely tentative given 
YIAFO717C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA the local potential, with the reason for this situation 
in Portuguese 25 Jan 91 p 2 being uncoordinated investment in the sector, and 

primarily the turbulent political-military situation. 
[Excerpt] Kwanza-Norte Province occupies third place Despite all these difficulties, the St Denis company 
(behind Bengo and Uije) in the country in coffee produc- distinguished itself by producing 200 tons 400 kg, 
tion, laughably producing only 311 tons 140 kg. of the while the local domestic coffee firms Ambaca I, 
1,500 tons planned, having budgeted a total of Ambaca II and Kikulungo | sold only 37 tons, a 
37,642,500 new kwanzas for the 1989/90 coffee crop. significant decline. 
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In addition, 368 tons 600 kg of commercial coffee were 
channeled to the coffee exporting enterprise Cafangol. 
This range of indicators reveals an increase in transac- 
tions in the region on the order of 40 percent over 
1988/89. The technical/economic plan for the 1990/91 
season 1s fixed at 1,000 tons of commercial coffee (500 
tons less than before). Various items of badly-needed 
merchandise imported from Spain, worth a total of 
$72,000, of the $101,000 originally planned for will 
serve as incentives to the coffee growers. 


* Problems Facing Uije Population Outlined 


YIAFO7I8SD Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
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{Article by David Filipe: “Ue Residents Need Food 
Aid” } 


[Text] Uye (from our correspondent}—The menace of 
famine that was hovering over Uije Municipio has 
spread over the entire province, threatening thousands 
of peasants and workers who need emergency food aid. 


The JORNAL DE ANGOLA learned from the Provin- 
cial Commission that the basic cause of the famine was 
not weather conditions or the failed agricultural policy of 
the local government, but the disorganization of rural 
life and of food production in various areas, provoked by 
the constant attacks by the rebels of UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola]. 


In Ue Province, more than 250,000 peasants displaced 
by the war are not receiving the food aid that would 
enable them to survive. According to a source in the 
office of planning of the Commission, 4,875 tons of 
various foodstuffs are needed to minimize the effects of 
the famine. 


Regarding the provincial economy, the source said that 
1S years of armed conflict have created a generalized 
economic crisis in this area. 


During last year, the economy did not register any 
significant growth. The only factors considered an indi- 
cation of progress for the region are insignificant; they 
refer basically to agreements, meetings, and bureaucratic 
measures which in no way contribute to a change in the 
economic structures. 


The [factors in] the deterioration of the economy may be 
summed up as follows: destruction of property, the 
aggravated costs of transporting merchandise, the 
decline in production, an energy crisis which forced the 
shutdown of the small industrial park in the province, 
and the lack of initiatives by the local government. 


Referring specifically to last year, although the province 
received $3,374,400 for regional development and sup- 
port to small business activity, as well as 11,400,948 
kwanzas in convertible currency for the acquisition of 
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merchandise to trade for rural products, nothing was 
achieved. On the contrary. various sectors complained 
about the lack of financing. 


The office of planning feels that the imminent collapse of 
the economy in the province is simply a frightening 
rumor. Nonetheless. there are those who say the situa- 
iON 1S IN NO way Optimistic. 


When we delve into the data available to us regarding the 
local economic situation last year, it 1s apparent that the 
trend is disastrous. 


In Uye City, this reporter spoke with some economists, 
lawyers and officials of various agencies with broad 
experience in business management. According to them, 
the laissez faire spirit and the bureaucracy are among the 
things that have led the local economy to the edge of 
irreversible collapse. 


Aside from those approved at higher levels, there are no 
major projects under way in the region, such as, for 
example, the installation of a beer bottling plant, con- 
struction of a satellite city, and the completion of a 
maternity-infant and pediatric center at the Central 
Hospital, which up to now have never merited attention 
from the provincial government. 


Agricultural Sector 


A plan to plant 1,121.2 hectares of land in the 1989/1990 
agricultural year was met by about 20 percent, as a result 
of the delayed arrival of production means (hoes, 
machetes. files, iertilizers, etc.) and the unstable military 
situation in the producing areas. 


The above-mentioned production means, which arrived 
afier the growing season, will be used in the current 
agricultural year (1990-1991) [as published], which will 
begin in August. There are plans to plant 7,007 hectares 
of land in the eight principal crops in the region (pea- 
nuls, cassava, rice. “rena” potatoes, sweet potatoes, 
corn, beans, and greens). 


Regarding organizational actions, the Agriculture Min- 
istry delegation drafted a document planning for addi- 
tional green belts. The delegation submitted the project 
to the central agencies of the ministry for their appraisal, 
seeking assistance in obtaining funding in national and 
foreign currency. 


Rural marketing has not shown satisfactory results. In 
the last agricultural campaign. the goal was 10,465.2 tons 
of various products, but because of factors already 
enumerated, the volume was only 1,282.94 tons. 


With regard to the reforestation of the urban zones, 
sources connected with the Agriculture Ministry delega- 
tion and Community Services told us that there were 
6.646 slips to be planted, including ornamental palms 
and fruit trees. 
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In this regard, a Commission comprising forestry special- 
ists and Community Service specialists has been created 
to complete the task within the year. 


Public Health Shows Improvement 


The situation has improved 1n this area to the extent that 
there have been no outbreaks of epidemics. 


In addition to the normal activity of the health and 
welfare services, which have constantly sought to 
improve. noteworthy efforts have been made here in 
Uye to combat some ailments, particularly malaria. 
measles, cholera, tuberculosis, and hemorrhagic fever. 


More than 450,000 residents, or 30 percent of the 
population of Uye Province, have already been vacci- 
nated against various endemic diseases. 


Regarding the prevention of tuberculosis, the Public 
Health Service has vaccinated one-third of the popula- 
tion (mostly infants) and has made a study of the results 
by age group, in preparation for the launching of a mass 
vaccination Campaign in the province. 


This year the Public Health Service will continue to 
battle against the mayor endemic diseases responsible for 
the high rates of morbidity and mortality. through vac- 
cination campaigns to be launched in urban and rural 
areas. 


Regarding maternal-infant assistance. environmental 
circumstances in the province affected this activity to 
such an extent that technicians in the sector were led to 
advise against the creation of specialized services in this 
field until the major contagious diseases are eliminated 
from the areas. 


They are considering a program which, in a first phase. 
would attend primar.) to the problem of urban (U ye 
and Nagage) and rural maternity centers, their equip- 
ment, staffing. and operations, without losing sight of the 
need for educational activity in the less developed areas. 


It 1s acknowledged, however, that in some municipal 
seats, 1 would be useful to operate institutions especially 
adapted to preventive care (maternal-infant centers). 


Some of these centers are not functioning satisfactorily 
because of inadequate facilities. hence there 1s great 
interest in expanding them to serve their purpose better. 


* Living Conditions in Cazenga ‘Precarious’ 


YIAFOCISA Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 26 Jan ¥1 p 3 


{Article by Jose Luis Mendonca: “Cazenga: Growing. 
Yes, But With a New Look} 


[Text] The citizen comes in from the interior with the 
remains of gunpowder stinging his heels: families that 
have lived for a long time with tongues of flame from the 
ideas of 1974 at their backs arrive in growing numbers, 
and the first solution 1s to put up four walls—with bricks 
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of cement and sand. with zinc sheets, with remains of 
packing crates, in a disorganized way, without any urban 
planning. The first solution has been and continues to be 
“tunga ngo™ (just build). and the rest will come after. The 
“rest,” that 1s. the consequences. were assessed last 
August in a study unprecedented in Africa, promoted by 
the Ministry of Health and based on the methodology of 
“sentinel sites” [target or monitoring areas]. [The pro- 
gram] 1s now in a phase of implementation, based on the 
results. 


Given ts geographic location at the entrance to the 
capital. Cazenga 1s now the most populous municipio of 
Angola. The population 1s estimated at about 400,000, as 
against 180.000 in the colonial period. 


If we consider the fact that this 1s a municipio in 
transition, as the arrival point for the war refugees from 
the interior, and also the accelerated pace and the 
precarious nature of its development, we may soon 
imagine the countless adverse conditions that are gener- 
ated and flourish there, waiting for a solution in the new 
era. 


But while the new era 1s being constructed in the wings. 
there are real live humans here. with basic needs for their 
survival. 


A survey conducted by the Health Ministry, with the 
direct support of the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and the NGO [nongovernmental organiza- 
tion} “Doctors Without Borders,” found that, of a total 
of 29.689 inhabitants of 2.844 dwellings, 50 percent 
obtain their water by buying it “in Quantity”: more than 
half the inhabitants have no acceptable means of basic 
sanitation: and more than half of those interviewed leave 
their trash at the nearest street corner. 


The survey used a revolutionary method, which consid- 
ered a group of nine target areas in Cazenga Municipio 
(three in each district) and it was supervised by Dr. 
Guadalupe Verdejo, of the health section of UNICEF. 


Through the survey, 1t was possible to revise the picture 
of infant mortality in Cazenga in the last 16 years. 


lt was learned that the mortality rate among infants 
under one year of age in that period came to between | 20 
and 130 deaths for every 1.000 children. 


It is no accident that diarrhea led the list of ailments in 
chyldren under five years of age in the two weeks 
immediately preceding the surveys 


Since diarrhea-related asiments are the second cause of 
morbidity and the leadeng cause of mortality in the 
country, additional questions on thes topic were included 
in the survey. and a seenmificant relation was observed 
between diarrhea and the conden of the latrines of 
bathrooms, sources of water. and the language spoken in 
the home. 
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For example, families that do not speak Portuguese and 
that use the water from public sources, including water 
from the city water mains, are particularly vulnerable. 


Moreover, only 30 percent of the families interviewed 
took their sick children to the state health unit: the rest 
resorted to private healers or other means. 


The educational situation in the municipio is equally 
tragic. In the prior school year (1989/1990), there were 
5,000 students on the waiting list, and this year 20,000 
children are not attending school for lack of classroom 
space. 


This 1s a 400-percent increase, noted Domingos Ebo, the 
municipio’s highest official. 


For a better understanding of the area under study, it was 
necessary, for want of a better means, to draw a provi- 
sional sketch of Cazenga Municipio. 


The three districts that constitute the municipio (Tala 
Hady, Cazenga, and Hoji Ya Henda) have grown so that 
the eastern limit of Cazenga is no longer the famous 
Quinta Avenida, in the so-called industrial zone. Today. 
Cazenga reaches almost to Kikola and surrounds the 
“cemetery of the fourteen.” 


Everyone in the Fray 


The use of the methodology of “target areas” for plan- 
ning activities in the health sector (basically activities 
with the greatest impact and broadest coverage at the 
smallest cost) coincides with and is part of the system- 
alization of new experiments in epidemiological vigi- 
lance conducted in various Central American countries 
with considerable success. 


In Angola, more precisely, in Cazenga Municipio, the 
target areas project was launched in close cooperation 
with the municipal authorities and the benefited popu- 
lation itself and (in addition to the agencies and organi- 
zations already cited) with the support of the Agostinho 
Neto University and the National Statistical Institute, 
and it 1s now in the later phase of implementation [on the 
basis] of the results. 


This phase consists in broadening the range of direct 
intervention and in obtaining timely and adequate 
funding, hence greater dynamism. 


According to the highest officials of the municipio, the 
survey in the nine target areas of Cazenga made it 
possible to grasp the dimensions of the crisis which the 
inhabitants are experiencing in the basic areas of health, 
education, water supply, and basic sanitation, as well as 
housing, which is a general evil. 


Now each provincial and municipal agency or institution 
competent to administer one of the areas al issue ts 
inescapably “drawn into the fray, 
solutions. 


ss 


in the search for 
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It us here that, as always, the problems arise, since it 1s a 
known fact that the winds of war and socioeconomic 
destabilization raised the dry dust of sectoral disintegra- 
tion, creating an obsessive individualism in the manage- 
ment of public affairs. 


Meanwhile, one optimistic note ts the finding that the 
“target areas” project created a real connection among 
the various intervening agencies, both at the level of the 
Ministry of Health and of institutions outside the min- 
iSiry. 


It was considered a catalytic agent in the integration of 
Various sectors, not only with regard to emerging obyec- 
tives but in the development of future actions that could 
benefit from better integration. 


As the municipal commissioner stressed, in the area of 
education there are plans to build six schools: two in 
each district. 


The schools could be available to the municipio before 
the beginning of the next school year. 


With the direct support of “Doctors Without Borders,” 
the “11 November” health post is being rehabilitated. 
The health sector will benefit from construction of new 
health facilities, within a policy designated as self- 
construction, carried out with cooperation of local enter- 
prises. 


The municipal commissioner also focused on the issue of 
public safety, another sector that was unable to keep pace 
with the headlong population growth. (#zenga 1s cur- 
rently clamoring for greater vigilance hy our police force. 


The water system 1s another major prodiem. Currently, 
the residents in the critical zones he!p themselves to 
water “stolen” from the main conduit, wr they are purely 
and simply at the mercy of the speculators with the water 
trucks. 


The Epal [Public Water Company] believes the conduit 
which goes from the Cazenga station to the area near the 
milk factory on the Deolinda Rodrigues road has dete- 
riorated with time and there have been constant water 
breaks. 


To prevent its complete deterioration, the Epal opted to 
reduce the flow, resulting in an inadequate supply of 
water to the region. 


There are plans to repair that branch line. The Constru- 
coes Tecnicas company has been contacted to conduct a 
feasibility study. 


Another area in which the Epal must take action 1s the 
public fountains or watering places. A survey is currently 
being taken of their precise location and state of preser- 
vation. Action will focus exclusively on repairing the 
fountains in a state of obsolescence. 
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Clearly, this 1s just One action in restoring the potential 
Capacity in the zone. There are no provisions for expan- 
sion of the water system to keep up with the population 
growth to date or the continuing growth in the future. 
Bul, as the saying goes: “A bird in hand 1s worth two in 
the bush.” 


New Awareness 


The principal objective of the social project of the 
“target areas” 1s to enable and train the communily 
itself, including the officials in the areas defined, to 
overcome the crisis with scientific methods. 


[The objective is] to supply the tools and methodology 
that will make it possible to maintain a balance between 
the growth of the habitat and the living conditions of the 
population, while making the people understand that 
man does not live by “tunga ngo”™ alone. 


[The goal is] to train Angolan technicians to see the 
problems, to ascertain the causes and the interconnec- 
tions between phenomena, and to draw up plans for 
intervention. 


In this regard, it was recommended that the continued 
engagement of individuals assigned to this activily be 
ensured, to permit the gradual transfer of the responsi- 
bilities in the process from the UNICEF to the compe- 
tent national structures. 


The planning of the projects is revealed to be of vital 
importance, because it makes it possible to attract 
funding from donors for a well founded and well defined 
objective that implies a guarantee that the latter will be 


fully achieved. It permits the organized involvement of 


the community itself and of the national sectors and 
economic agents. Planning also makes it possible to 
know at the outset if the project is feasible or not, given 
the resources available for it. 


According to Dr. Guadalupe Verdejo, one of UNICEF 
experts directly engaged in the process, this pilot exper- 
iment is proving useful because it has already trained 


about 300 Angolan technicians in various branches of 


activity to undertake future projects of the same type. 


It is also quite useful in that it is creating a new 
awareness of the [importance of] organization of the 
tasks and of intersectoral cooperation which looks to the 
future, thus doing away with the mentality that sees only 
the immediate and the insular. 


To plan for the future is to build a new country, because 
the future lies with today’s children. With adequate 
supplies of potable water, more schools, and more health 


posts, they will turn Angola into the hoped-for land of 


bread, peace, love, and freedom. 
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* Endiama Launches Agricultural Project 


Y/AFO7ISB Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 8 Feb 91 p 2 


{Article by J.A.: “Endiama To Invest in Agriculture” | 


[Text] To improve the social conditions of its workers 
and to make the fullest use of its existing facilities, 
Endiama [National Angolan Diamond Company] pro- 
poses to carry Oul a project (evidently planned some time 
ago, bui still in an infant phase), consisting in the 
production of corn, sorghum, soybeans, poultry, and 
hogs. 


To this end, late last year the Angolan diamond enter- 
prise sent an invitation to the Brazilian firm known as 
Agroceres, headquartered in Sao Paulo. Agroceres pres- 
ident Ney Bettencourt Araujo was recently in Luanda, 
where he had various meetings related to the project in 
question. 


We spoke with Ney Araujo and learned about the steps 
that have been taken to carry out the project. 


“First | had the opportunity to be received by Isaac dos 
Anjos, minister of agriculture, who later directed me to 
Fernando Leao, general director of Agrosementes 
{Angolan Seed Company]. | must say that the contacts 
were quite useful, so much so that within a very short 
time arrangements were made to send three Brazilian 
technicians here, who will take a general survey of the 
existing conditions. 


“First of all, | should add that one is a specialist in hog 
breeding, one 1s a poultry specialist, and one is an expert 
in seeds and grains,” noted the president of Agroceres. 


Ney Araujo also said that, in the beginning, they will 
bring feed in the needed quantity and quality,” but we 
may suppose that this practice will become unnecessary. 
Then we will have to start producing rations here, so we 
will have to have mills in the area, that is, in Lundas.” 


According to the speaker, in a later phase of the project, 
Agroceres plans to transfer seed technology to Angola, 
because the goal is to make Endiama self-sufficient in 
this area. “Incidentally, our contacts actually date back 
to 1982, when we sent various qualities and types of seed 
to Angola. 


Asked about the amount of money involved and other 
aspects, Ney Araujo said he could not make any estimate 
at this time: once the three technicians return to Brazil, 
he will have a more or less precise idea of the costs. 
“They are going to conduct a total, comprehensive 
survey, including weather conditions and so on.” 


Is the use of incubators included in the plans? 


“Yes, it us. Necessarily. Shipping chicks is not econom- 
ically sound.” 
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This 1s what we learned from our dialogue with Ney 
Araujo, president of the Brazilian firm Agroceres. For 
the rest, time will tell. 


* Teachers Association Defines Direction 


91 4F0718C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 10 Feb 91 p 3 


{Article by Pereira Santana: “APA Assumes Role of 


Social Professional Organization” | 


[Text] The Association of Angolan Teachers (APA) held 
its fifth national meeting, in a two-day session in the 
auditorium of the Viana Municipal Commission. The 
discussions focused on the definition of the association's 
lines of action within the democratic multiparty political 
system to be established in the next few months. The 
proceedings ended last Friday. 


During the meeting, which took place in a frank and 
harmonious climate, 1 was decided that hereafter the 
APA would take on the character of a social-professional 
organization, in light of the approaching democratic, 
multiparty system. 


In its new working methodology, the Association of 


Angolan Teachers will emphasize voluntary member- 
ship, which was formerly obligatory, and it will limit the 
scope of its actions so as to avoid clashes and interfer- 
ence with the functions of the Ministry of Education and 
the umion in the sector. 


During the meeting, the delegates also received a sum- 
mary of the activities conducted by the secretariats of the 
national and provincial councils last year, and concluded 
that efforts were needed to affirm the role of the ASA 
and to make the teaching career more attractive. 


The meeting recommended the creation of centers for 
advanced professional training and the drafting of a 
project for the use and exploitation of the APA's cultural 
center in Malanje Province. 


Regarding Malanjye Province, the participants learned 
that some of the membership dues had been diverted by 
the local provincial secretariat; the guilty party has 
already been taken to court. 


Meanwhile, the People’s Assembly's failure to approve 
the Law of Associations caused the delegates to exercise 
caution in making decisions regarding certain problems 
experienced by the organization. 


The APA statutes have been forwarded to the Ministry 


of Justice for approval. Speaking at the closing session of 


this fifth meeting, in which the APA approved its new 
“social-professional” character, Leite de Faria, president 
of the association, said they were undertaking a new line 
of action, in view of the reform in progress in the country 
with respect to the democratic, multiparty system that 
will be submitted to the members of the National 
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Council for their consideration and ratification by that 
maximum Organ in its next meeting following the general 
assembly. 


The Angolan Teachers Association plans to expand its 
cooperation in the area of teaching and research, to 
encourage reflection on the African and European situ- 
ation, and to divide the labors of the association into 
regional nuclei—Northern, Central and Southern—so as 
to become better informed on regional issues, and also to 
establish a coordinating organ. 


According to Leira de Faria, “the multiparty system wall 
imply changes in the working methods and, as a result, 
the adoption of new strategies. 


“This being the case,” he said, “there 1s a need to revise 
the organic picture.” He added that this meeting was not 
going to wait unts! the National Council met to approve 
the new strategy. because there was a need to go forward 
with the work, reviewing the position and the place that 
the APA should adopt in a multiparty system in relation 
to the nucle: of teachers and the special attention that 
should be given to the matter. [as published] 


Attending the closing session, among oiher invited 
guests, was Moreno de Sousa, municipal commissioner 
of Viana, who 1s also a member of the Municipal 
Committee of the party. 


BOTSWANA 


* Diamond Cutting Factory fo Be Established 


YILAFOTS8S2C Gaborone THE GAZETTE (Business News 
Supplement) in English 14 Dec 90 p 17 


[Text] The Government of the Republic of Botswana 
and Lazare Kaplan International Inc. (LK1I) announced 
last week that they have signed a long-term agreement 
for the establishment of a diamond cutting and polishing 
factory in Botswana. 


Mr ©.M. Lekaukau, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Mineral Resources and Water Affairs, signed on behalf 
of the Government, and Mr Leon Tempelsman, Presi- 
dent of LKI, on behalf of the company. 


Botswana 1s regarded today as the most important rough 
gem diamond producing country in the world. LKI 1s the 
largest cutter and polisher of gem diamonds in the 
United States and sells its diamonds and jewelry prod- 
ucts through a worldwide distribution network. 


The government will own 15 percent of the new com- 
pany and will be represented on its Board. The cutting 
and polishing factory, representing a major new invest- 
ment by a US company in Botswana, will be a state- 
of-the-art facility using both automated and manual 
equipment. It will be managed by LKI and committed to 
train and employ Botswana workers, with an ultimate 
goal of at least $00 skilled employees. 
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The supply of rough diamonds to LKI will be expanded 
in order to efficiently operate the new facility. LKI will 
market its output worldwide. 


According to Maurice Tempelsman, Chairman of LK1I. 
the factory in Botswana is intended to cul and polish 
rough diamonds which are presently not processed in the 
company’s facility in Puerto Rico. 


It will also expand the product line of LK! by offering 
polished diamonds in sizes and qualities not currently in 
production. 


He went on: “The establishment of this facility empha- 
sizes the company’s Commitment to play an important 
role in the economy of Botswana.” 


Lazare Kaplan International Inc. sells its diamonds and 
jewelry products through a worldwide distribution net- 
work. The company 1s noted for its ideal cul diamonds 
which it markets international under the brand name. 
Lazare Diamonds. (Adventures) 


* Talks With De Beers on Marketing Under Way 


91 4F0782D Gaborone THE GAZETTE (Business News 
Supplement) in English 14 Dec 90 p 17 


{Article by Rampholo Molefhe] 


[Excerpt] Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Mineral Resources and Water Affairs, Mr Blackie 
Marole has said the government is in the process of 
negotiating with De Beers over the move to see Botswana 
sell a portion of her own diamond produce. 


“We still think the Central Selling Organisation [CSO] 1s 
the best way of selling diamonds,” revealed Mr Marole. 
“But you also learn more about the market from partic- 
ipation.” 


Debswana, in which the Botswana Government and De 
Beers cach hold SO percent shares has been selling all 
local produce through the London-based CSO. 


Mr Marole expressed surprise at a South African news- 
paper report that: “Negotiations with Botswana on the 
renewal of the five-year agreement which says De Beers 
Botswana (Bebswana) [as published] must sell all its 
production through the Central Selling Organisation 


begin in January. 


“I don't know where they get that from,” exclaimed Mr 
Marole. 


Mr Marole referred to the contribution of the Minister of 
Mineral Resources and Water Affairs to the 1990 budget 
in which Mr Archie Mogwe, in part, said: 


“We will continue to discuss with our partners in Deb- 
swana the feasibility of a potential merits of selling a 
portion of Debswana’s production independently of the 
CSO.” 
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It is yet uncertain what the profitability of selling inde- 
pendently from the CSO, and perhaps in competition 
with the CSO, will be. It 1s unlikely though, that 
Botswana's pricing would be much different from that of 
the CSO, sources say. 


A broker said: “It would give Botswana a means of 
gauging the performance of the CSO.” reports the South 
African weekend newspaper on Botswana's wish to sell 
about five percent of Debswana produce on the open 
market. [passage omitted] 


* House Passes Bank of Botswana Bill 


91 4F 07824 Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
20 Dec Wp l 


[Excerpt] Parliament this week passed the Bank of 
Botswana Amendment Bill, empowering the bank to 
issuc 11s Own securities for purposes of monctary policy. 
to buy. to sell, discount and grant loans or advances 
against securities. 


Presenting the Bill, the Minister of Finance and Devel- 
opment Planning, }‘'r Festus Mogae, said it was neces- 
sary for the bank to exercise proper control over the 
liquidity of the financial system and as a means of 
increasing facilities available to it to carry oul responsi- 
bilitics of an implementing agency for government's 
monetary and credit policies. 


He said among the money institutional shortcomings 
exposed by the rapid economic growth in Botswana, was 
the absence of a domestic money market. 


That, he added, had led to customary instruments of 
central banks, known as open market operations, being 
unable to carry out responsibilities of implementing 
monetary and credit policies of government. 


Open market operations, said Minister Mogac, would 
take the form of issues of short-term securities, which 
would allow for a more active management of domestic 
liquidity. 


For several years, excess liquidity in the banking system 
had been a familar phenomenon in Botswana, he said, 
hence monetary experts were of the consensus that a 
money market should be created as a high priority. 


The Bank of Botswana Act did not provide the authority 
found in worldwide central banking legislation. 


The amended Bill would empower the Bank of Botswana 
to deal in bills of exchange and promissary notes, trea- 
sury bills and other government securities, Minister 
Mogae noted. [passage omitted] 


* Statistics Office Issues Inflation Figures 
YLAFOTSIB Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
MS Jan¥ipl 


[Text] The national year-on-year inflation rate rose 
sharply from 11.2 to 12.8 percent, largely as a result of 
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petrol and paraffin price increases imposed in late 
October, according to a press release from the Central 
Statustics Office. 


Corresponding rates for urban and rural areas indices 
were 12.8 and 13 percent respectively. 


The national cost of living index in November stood al 
164.8 showing a 1.7 percent increase on the October 
index. The index was set at 100 when it was introduced 
in 1985. 


The urban and rural indices went up by 1.5 percent and 
2.1 percent on the October figures to 171.5 and 155.7 
respectively. 


Amongst the sub-group indices, transport and commu- 
nication had the highest monthly increase of 9.7 percent 
followed by housing, lighting and fue! with 7.8 percent as 
a result of increases in petrol and paraffin prices which 
were announced in late October. 


Petrol prices were up by an average of 52 percent while 
paraffin was varied nation-wide, ranging from 42 to 52 
percent. Gas, which falls under housing. lighting and fuc! 
also went up from 5.9 to 13.2 percent. 


The release states that other subindices showed mod- 
crate monthly increases of between 0.1 percent on food, 
drink and tobacco and 0.9 percent on clothing and 
footwear as well as other goods and services. Houschold 
goods and operations and medical care subindices went 
down by 0.2 percent each. 


In August, Botswana Power Corporation increased tar- 
iffs of electricity nation-wide by ten and six percent for 
consumption units of 100 kilowatts and SOO kilowatts 
respectively. BOPA 


GABON 


* Multiparty Cabinet ‘Must’ Focus on Economy 


YIAFUOS6A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIL 
in French Jan 91 pp 93-98 


{Article by Adama Gaye: “Casimir Oye Mba Has 
Another Go at It”; first paragraph is JEUNE AFRIQUE 
ECONOMIE introduction] 


[Text] Casimir Oye Mba’s new government has % 
members. Most of the portfolios are in the hands of the 
Gabonese Democratic Party. The opposition and civil 
society hold 10. 


To join or not to join. How many Gabonese political 
leaders asked themselves whether or not they should 
participate in the government that was formed in Libre- 
ville last 26 November”? Probably a great many' But in 
the end, very few of them—especially those in the 
opposition’s ranks—dared to take the plunge. Were they 
refusing to be led down the wrong path? Were they afraid 
of losing their fragile credibility by yielding to the 
government's siren calls? Or were they engaging in a 
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greedy waiting game with a view to the redeployment of 
the country’s political personnel” 


Quite obviously, that questioning did not simplify the 
Gabonese prime minister's task. In reappomnting him 
head of the government, President Omar Bongo had 
given Casimir Oye Mba a clear mandate: put together an 
“open” government team that will take into account the 
various components of Gabonese socicty as revealed by 
the legislative clections, the first round of which took 
place on 4 November 1990. 


The alchemy involved was not casy to figure out, as 1s 
evidenced by the makeup of this second Oye Mba 
government, which comprises 36 members (seven more 
than were in the transitional team that had been 1n office 
since 29 April 1990). 


Only one state minister was appointed: Michel 
Anchoucy, who was placed at the head of the now 
Strategic Ministry of Justice. lt will be up to him to 
supervise the institutional changes arising from Gabon’s 
transition from the single party to a multiparty system 


Besides that special feature, which contrasts sharply with 
the many state ministers and other deputy prime minis- 
ters so often found in previous Gabonese governments. 
it scems clear that in putting together his new tcam. 
Casimir Oye Mba apparently confined himself in partic- 
ular to an intelligent reading of the election results. As a 
result, the majority of the portfolios wound up im the 
hands of the Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG—the 
former single party), which won 64 of the 120 seats in the 
completely new National Assembly. 


Only One State Minister: Justice Minister 


The opposition and civil society hold 10) munssterial 
posts or positions as secretaries of static. The fact that 
people have expatiated on the quality of those muniste- 
rial portfolios or the representativeness of the opposition 
party members joining his government should not 
unduly disturb the prime minister's trangillity. He can 
rub his hands in delight at the thought of having enlarged 
his team to include supporters of the five major opposi- 
tion parties (the lumbermen’s Morena [National 
Recovery Movement], the original Morena, the 
Gabonese Socialist Union, the Association for Socialism 
in Gabon, and the Gabonese Progress Party) 


Above all, Casimir Oye Mba has succeeded in upsetting 
the homogeneous nature of those political parties. He 
has persuaded certain members of the opposition to 
disregard instructions issued by certain of therr leaders-— 
the very unpredictable Father Mba Abessole, for cxam- 
ple—not to participate in his government. The hesita- 
tion waltz taking place within part of that opposition has 
disconcerted more than one rank-and-file member. The 
political debate 1s being clarified as a result: nt wall be 
conducted in the plural—between a modernized PDG 
that 1s on the way up again and that opposition, which 
has been perked up by its good score in the legrslative 
clections. 
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In those conditions, Oye Mba’s government 1s being 
called upon to prove its business sense: its ability to run 
the country and avoid the reefs which may loom up in is 
path at any moment. An interest will also be shown in 
monitoring the performance of those holding key port- 
folios: foreign affairs, which has again been entrusted to 
Ah Bongo; equipment and construction, which has been 
given to a prominent citizen named Zacharie Myboto: 
defense (Fidele Magnanga), and even finance. which 1s 
under the leadership of Paul Toungui. 


Increasingly Scathing Press 


This government is going to negotiate with even less 
room to mancuver because it will now have to take this 
unavoidable reality into account: in the new National 
Assembly presided over by Jules Bourdes 
Ougouliguende, the opposition will not be sparing in its 
criticism of the government. The former governor of the 
Bank of Central African States and current prime min- 
ister will have to refloat the good ship Gabon very 
quickly. In recent months, the emergence of political 
pluralism has pushed economic concerns into the back- 
ground, but they are essential. President Omar Bongo 
expressed his concern in a message to Parliament back at 
the end of June. He said: “It ts urgent to remobilize all 
energies for economic recovery while sticking to the 
irreversible changes involved in the process of democra- 
lization.” 


In addition to what 1s being required of them to resolve 
the economic crisis, Gabonese authorities are now also 
being watched closely not only by the opposition but also 
by a press that 1s becoming increasingly scathing. They 
will not be let off lightly. 


Proof of that can be seen in the recent revelations 
concerning a misappropriation of public funds (several 
hundred million CFA [African Financial Community] 
francs) for which the man responsible ts said to be the 
current minister of labor, Serge Mba. 


That scandal, which is currently causing a great deal of 


fuss in Libreville, 1s quite symptomatic of the Gabonese 
political game: the accused «5 no more and no less than 


one of the opposition’s leaders. He assumed the duties of 


secretary general of the Gabonese Socialist Union, and 
some people were predicting a fine future for him in the 
multiparty system. Now all of that seems to be seriously 
in doubt. And his current discredit cannot fail to reflect 
on the rest of this country’s body politic. If other 
prominent figures in the opposition or the government 
experience a similar mortifying setback. the odds are 
that Gabon’s voters will become disenchanted and fee! 
that they are all rotten’ Fortunately, we have not yet 
reached that point. 
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* Former Electorate Support of PM Said ‘Lost’ 


YIAFOT6LA Port Lows LE MAURICT®EN in French 
Di keh Yi pd 


[Article by Ray Gowrea on press conference given by 
Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, former minister of finance. 
on 22 Feb, first paragraph is LE MAURICIEN introduc- 
tion] 


{Text} At a press conference held in his office in Port 
Louis yesterday. Mr. Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, the 
former minister of finance, said that the prime minister, 
Sir Ancrood Jugnauth. “has totally lost the electorate 
that put him in power in 1987" and was “humiliated” at 
the joint congress of the MSM [Mauritius Socialist 
Movement] and the MMM [Mauritian Militant Move- 
ment] last Sunday “despite the guarantee that he would 
be prime minister.” However, Mr. Lutchmeenaraidoo 
also believes that Sir Ancrood “is too skillful a politician 
to delude himself.” that he ts “diminished because of 
Berenger,” but that he can still regain power “with the 
Alliance that was elected in 1987." 


Mr. Vishnu Lutchmeenaraidoo, former mght-hand man 
to the prime minister and leader of the MSM, main- 
tained that the MSM has lost its electorate and that Sir 
Ancrood Jugnauth will lose the next general election. 


In Mr. Lutchmeenaraidoo’s view, Sir Ancrood Jugnauth 
no longer has the support of the Hindu electorate, which 
brought him to power in 1987. According to him, disaf- 
fection is evident at three levels: in Sir Anerood Jugn- 
auth’s persistent status as a “hostage” that can only 
worsen, the general dissatisfaction expressed towards 
him and some of his ministers at the Maha Shivaratree 
celebration, and his “humiliation” at the MSM-MMM 
congress that was “largely dominated by the presence of 
the MMM electorate.” 


The former finance minister stated that the way in which 
Sir Ancrood Jugnauth and his ministers were received al 
the Maha Shivaratree celebration was “a very hard 
lesson,” which led him to consider ut “proven that 
Jugnauth has totally lost the electorate that put him in 
power in 1987." 


Going even further, he added that “Sir Anerood Jugn- 
auth was humiliated at the MSM-MMM congress despite 
the guarantee that he would be prime minister. It 1s now 
up to Jugnauth. He 1s too skillful a politician to delude 
himself. He is diminished because of Paul Berenger. He 
who hopes to leave by the front door, may be forced to 
leave by the back door and enter history as someone who 
betrayed a trust. He must be able to learn a few lessons, 
but it 1s not too late. It 1s time that Sir Ancrood Jugnauth 
regained power with the Alhance that was clected in 
1987." 


In other matters, Mr. Lutchmeenaraidoo stated that he 
will attend the Labor Party's congress tomorrow, 
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although he dems being a member of that party. He also 
confirmed the imminent arrival this morning of the 
Labor Party's leader designate. Dr. Nuvin Ramegoolam. 
Mr. Lutchmeenaraidoo stated that he had spoken with 
Dr. Ramgoolam over the telephone yesterday before he 
left London for Mauritius. 


* Seychelles Fishing in Saya de Malha Opposed 


YI AFO7SSB Port Lows WEEK-END in French 
17 Feb ¥i py 


[Text] The Mauritian Socialist Party (PSM) issued a 
stern warning to the government yesterday during a press 
conference not to sign a possible agreement involving 
joint explonation of the Saya de Matha fishing banks by 
Mauritius and the Seychelles. Mr. Harish Boodhoo. 
surrounded by members of his party's political bureau. 
stated that Saya de Malha 1s an integral part of Mauritian 
territory and that Seychelles President Mr. France Albert 
Rene was badly advised after his recent trip to Mauritius 
to mitiate such a proposal. 


If the government agreed to such a proposal the conse- 
quences would be serious for Mauritius, which according 
to Mr. Boodhoo would be deprived of half its fishing 
resources, with the Seychelles appropriating for itself a 
good half of the some 3,000 tons harvested annually 
from Saya de Malha. According to Mr. Boodhoo, this 
would worsen the situation Mauritius 1s already facing 
with a serious shortage of frozen fish. 


The PSM leader solemnly asked the chief of government 
to end what he called a new attempt to cede our territory 
to foreign countries. The MMM [Mauritian Militant 
Movement] and that party's secretary general, Mr. Paul 
Berenger, who maintain “highly privileged” relations 
with the Seychelles president, are. according to Mr. 
Harish Boodhoo, behind the “antipatriotic™ maneuver. 
Not wanting to revisit the events of 1965 when Dicgo 
Garcia was ceded to the English. Mr. Boodhoo has 
exhorted the government to stand firm and not give in to 
this plan to share our resources with a foreign country. 


Suspicious, Mr. Boodhoo has even intimated that i 1s 
not the fish teeming in the Seychelles sea that interests 
President Rene, but rather the other mches, such as 
natural gas, manganese nuggets. ctc., that are to be found 
in this western Indian Ocean region, according to marine 
maps published by the CIA that Mr Boodhoo was able to 
obtain from a third party. It is not inconceivable that the 
Seychelles are acting at the orders of a foreign power, he 
said. 


In making his proposal, Mr Boodhoo believes, Mr. 
Albert Rene 1s simultaneously reclaiming his rights over 
Saya de Malha and its resources, and he also stated. 
citing his sources of information, that the Mauritius- 
Seychelles agreement will have already been signed or 
that it will be well on its way to being signed by the time 
of Mauritian Planning Minister Dr. Beergunauth Ghur- 
burrun’s neat visit to Mahe for the Bilateral Cooperation 
Commission meeting. 
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Mr. Boodhoo. who said at his press conference that he 
had assembled an explosive dossier on the Seychelles 
objectives with respect to Saya de Malha. spoke of the 
highly privileged relations “Comrade Paul Berenger™ 
maintains with President France Albert Rene, and also 
of the extremely important role that, according to Mr 
.Boodhoo, the MMM plays within the government. “The 
MMM has ended up completely eclipsing the MSM 
{Mauritius Socialist Movement}, and 1 1s the MMM that 
makes every important decision.” Mr. Boodhoo said. 
adding his opimon that the Prime Minister has fallen 
into a trap laid for him to dismantle our territory. 


In justifying his claims. Mr. Boodhoo said that his 
motives related to certain positions the government had 
taken. Citing tacts he had obtained, he stated that 80 
percent of Saya de Malha belonged to Mauritius and the 
remaining 20 percent are out of our exclusive economic 
zone 


He also said that that there are several schools of thought 
on the sovereignty that could be exercised over Saya de 
Malha. According to onc, the Seychelles have no mghts, 
whether for historic or geological reasons or even 
through its exclusive economic zone, to the Saya de 
Matha. 


According to another school of thought, the Seychelles 
could claim only 5 percent of Saya de Matha. 


But Mauritius, Mr. Boodhoo said, has not forgotten that 
the Seychelles, whose independence we respect, was part 
of the British Indian Ocean Territones (BIOT) from 
1900 to 1925 and its capital was Port Louis. 


The PSM leader also found occasion to remember the 
Seychelles’ opposition to the idea of the development of 
a regional! tuna fishing project. Of all the countries from 
the region present at that Indian Ocean Commission 
conference, the Seychelles was the only one to break 
solidarity with the project, he said. Why, six years later, 
Mr. Boodhoo asks, 1s that country so interested in 
fishing’? He has thus cast serous doubts on the real 
intentions of the Seychelles, who, he says, would hardly 
be interested im the fishing but rather the natural 
resources to be explored in the Saya de Matha region. 


He concluded by reiterating his appeal to the govern- 
ment not to give in to the idea of signing the agreement 
with the Seychelles, and he said that he had done his duty 
in alerting public opimon to the burden about to be 
placed on its back. 


* Japan Participates in Planning New Reservoir 
YIAFOT ITC Port Lows LE MAURICTEN in French 
Yeh Yi p le 


|Unattributed article “Seminar on the Development of 
Our Water Resources” | 


| Text] The need for building new reservoirs was empha- 
sized by Minister of Energy Mahen Utchanah in an 
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address he delivered yesterday at the University of 
Mauritius to open a seminar on the planning and devel- 
opment of our water resources. 


This one-day seminar brought together personnel from 
the Ministry of Energy and the CWA [Central Water 
Authority] and was organized at the suggestion of two 
Japanese experts, N. Fujita and F. Ooyama. In his 
address Energy Minister Utchanah cited the construc- 
tion of a dam at Le Bout du Monde (Reduit), which will 
supply the city of Port Louis and the neighboring 
regions. 


The idea of building the dam was brought forward in 
1970, in an FAO [UN Food and Agricultural Organiza- 
tion} study of Mauritius’ natural resources. “Electrical 
resistivity tests’ were made at Riviere Baptiste, Her- 
mitage, and Cote d’Or. The CEB [Central Electricity 
Board] and CWA were subsequently obliged to carry out 
preliminary tests at Soreze, Baptiste-Guibies, and 
Bocage-Guibies. 


Meanwhile, the demand for water continues to increase 
at Port Louts. In 1986 the government accordingly asked 
Japan for assistance in making a feasibility study and a 
“detailed design” study for the dam project. 


The Japan International Cooperation Agency sent two 
experts to Mauritius for that purpose. Utchanah also 
recalled that the government—with assistance from the 
(entral Fund for Economic Cooperation of France and 
from the World Bank—carried out several projects 
looking toward maximum exploitation of the under- 
ground water deposits. As a result, during normal cli- 
matic conditions more than 40 percent of our drinking 
water comes from underground deposits. This figure 
rises to around 60 percent during the dry season and 
even 80 percent in some parts of the country. It should 
be noted that Port Louis has no underground deposits 
that can be exploited. 


Energy Minister Utchanah also spoke of the efforts to 
reduce leakage in the distribution system. “In spite of 
some effective remedial works carried out recently,” he 
said, “there are still certain areas where as much as 45 
percent of the treated water 1s unaccounted for.” 


The seminar sponsored by Fujita and Ooyama dealt with 
iwo subjects: |) Planning and Design of Dam Projects, 
and 2) Planning and Design of Water Supply Facilities. 


According to Energy Minister Utchanah this seminar is 
part of a program for the transfer of “know-how,” in 
accordance with an agreement between Mauritius and 
Japan. 


The two Japanese experts are in Mauritius in connection 
with the “feasibility study” and “detailed design study” 
for the Reduit Dam construction project. 
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* Air Mauritius Plans To Pursue Japanese 
Tourism 

Y1AF0727D Port Lows LE MAURICIEN in French 
8 Feb Yl p 1 


[Text] “More than ever we are committed to Japan!” 
That 1s the “mood” currently at Air Mauritius, which 
believes that Japan continues to be one of the reliable 
sources of patronage for our tourist industry. In view of 
the present situation—which could prove to be more 
difficult as a result of the events in the Gulf—and in view 
of the danger that European tourists will “not buy” 
Mauritius as readily as has been the case in recent years, 
Suresh Seegobin, business manager of the national air- 
line Air Mauritius, declares that some people “are begin- 
ning to wake up” and grasp the significance of what he 
had for years proclaimed, namely, that the Japanese 
market possesses an extraordinary potential. 


Seegobin announced that Air Mauritius already has eight 
*Tour Operators” working for it. Cathay Pacific, which 
operates jointly with Air Mauritius, has increased the 
allocations of seats to bring Japanese tourists from Japan 
to Hong Kong to connect with the direct flights from 
Hong Kong to Mauritius. The MGTO [Mauritius Gov- 
ernment Tourist Office] of London submitted a study of 
the Japanese market to those agencies that want to “sell” 
Mauritius to the Japanese. 


According to Seegobin, advertising has been increasingly 
directed toward Japan, the countries of southeast Asia, 
Malaysia, India, Australia, Singapore, and even South 
America and Reunion—which are potential sources for 
our tourism—with a view to mitigating any shortfall that 
could cause problems in the coming months. The busi- 
ness manager of Air Mauritius stated that following 
negotiations between the Club Mediterranee of Japan 
and Air Mauritius and Club Med of Mauritius, more and 
more Japanese are coming to visit us. 


“A lot has been done.” Seegobin declared, “but an 
enormous task remains to be accomplished. Since last 
December Cathay Pacific, in response to our advertising, 
increased the allocations of seats for Japanese tourists 
who want to come here. For the past five years we have 
made great efforts, and although some people in Mauri- 
tius refused to believe us, they are today forced to 
remember what we were saying back then. Last year we 
conferred with the 15 Top Agents, who—represented by 
the managers and managing directors—were very 
impressed by our advertising. We are going to intensify 
our efforts in that direction. Air Mauritius annually 
invests approximately 10 million rupees in advertising to 
altract tourists from Japan. That’s not much, you may 
say. That is true, but if all the parties involved had gotten 
together, we would have made much progress today. It 1s 
not too late. We can find partners to help us develop the 
potential of this market.” 


Seegobin believes that the advance work has already 
been done and that although the Japanese tourist trade 
appears to be slow, the results are positive. “It 1s now or 
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neve to push on farther,” he emphasized. “We're going 
to make the scales tip in our favor, because Air Mauritius 
has always believed in whatever we have undertaken to 
do.” 


The report outlined this morning by the business man- 
ager of Air Mauritius for LE MAURICIEN ts similar to 
the report submitted by the MGTO of London, the very 
first line of which serves to emphasize this fact. “Japan is 
different,” the report states; “however, i 1s not so 
different as to make selling Mauritius impossible— 
difficult, perhaps yes, but not impossible.’ The report 
continues by pointing out that “the fundamental prin- 
ciple of marketing and sales is to know your customer; it 


applies in Japan as it does elsewhere. The essence of 


success in Japan is making efforts to understand the 
Japanese customer's mind. The Japanese emphasize 
quality, human relationships, perseverance, and a long 
term commitment.” A set of recommendations was 
submitted to the travel agencies and other “Tour Oper- 
ators’’—as well as to the experts of the tourist industry — 
concerning what must be done to induce the Japanese to 
come to our country. 


* Inflation Estimated at 15 Percent 


YIAKO727A4 Port Louts LE MAURICTEN in brench 
SkebYi pl 


[Article by Jacques David: “A 15 Percent Inflation Rate 
in 1990-91] 


[Text] The inflation rate for the year 1990-91 will 
probably prove to be around 15 percent, and we are 
informed that this figure will be made official shortly by 
the Central Bureau of Statistics. This upsurge in inflation 
is attributable primarily to the increases in electricity 
rates and bus fares that have taken place during the past 
several months. The inflation rate had been estimated at 
13.5 percent as of late last December. 


According to concerned circles, the war in the Gulf 


cannot help but make the situation worse, all the more so 
because of the perceived danger of a recession in the 
United States and Great Britain. With an inflation rate 
of 15 percent Mauritius will be in the same bracket as 
Nigeria, where inflation ts currently 14.9 percent. Mau- 
ritius recorded its highest inflation in 1989, when the 
rate rose to 16.0 percent. 


The increases that have taken place in recent months 
include increases in the prices for food, petroleum prod- 


ucts, electricity, and transportation and in the cost of 


services, all of which are items that play a mayor role in 
determining the rate of inflation. Some examples are 
cited: increases of over 40 percent for vegetables, 40 
percent for gasoline, 15 percent for gas and electricity, 37 
percent for refrigerated fish, and 39 percent for ciga- 
rettes, not to mention the increase in bus fares. On the 
other hand, Mauritians spent heavily during the month 
of December and the holiday season. The drought ts the 
culprit behind the upsurge in those prices that impact 
agriculture in particular. 
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* Reactions to Recent Price Cuts ‘Favorable’ 
YIAKOTSSC Port Lous WEEK-END in French 
4 heh Yl po 


[Text] The government decision to lower the prices of 
rice, flour and frozen meat, and to abolish the customs 
duties and import levies on more than 60 current con- 
sumer items, as well as products used in construction, 
such as ceramic tiles, has been very favorably received by 
the public. 


Since Friday, a ration of rice has fallen to 1.50 rupees per 
halt-kg. from 1.75 previously, and flour to 1.40 rupees 
from 1.75. This has naturally resulted in a decrease in the 
sales price of bread since Friday, to 60 sous per 100-gram 
unit, which 1s 5 sous cheaper. 


Following the government decision to eliminate customs 
duties and import levies on all imported frozen meat, 
new prices for these products have been established at 
lower levels and have been in effect since yesterday, 
Saturday (see below). 


With respect to the other items whose prices will fall as 
a result of suppressing the customs duties and import 
levies, Minister of Commerce Mr. Dwarkanath Gungah 
announced yesterday to WEEK-END that the new prices 
should be in effect in the next few days, the time needed 
for Ministry personnel to finish their examination of the 
importers’ invoices. 


Among the items whose prices should decrease are 
canned products such as corned beef, luncheon meat, 
and baby food. 


But he also decided to reduce the customs duties on 
certain construction materials (see below). 


The government has not, however, breathed a word 
about the price of gasoline, but an announcement on this 
issue would depend upon events in the Gulf. 


A somewhat paradoxical situation, noted after the Min- 
ister of Commerce's announcement of the price 
decreases that should occur with the suppression of taxes 
on certain currently imported consumption items: Many 
shops have suffered a decline in sales. Consumers believe 
it wise not to purchase for the time being, preferring to 
wait for a more favorable moment. That is the same 
behavior adopted by retailers themselves, who are 
abstaining from their normal restocking of inventory, 
believing it wiser to await the the new prices. 


The SOA [Shop Owners Association] 


Mr. Pierre Ah See, Executive Member of the Shop 
(iwners Association, also confided to WEEK-END that 
the new prices will hurt retailers. They will not have time 
to sell down the merchandise purchased at the higher 
prices and will now have to sell at lower prices 


Mr. Ah See explained that retailers normally hold an 
inventory of merchandise for an average of 15 days to a 
month, and that one cannot speak of profits on the old 
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inventory when prices rise, because there are always 
difficulties of supply, even under normal conditions. It ts 
always when prices are fixed that supplies return to 
normal. 


GSA-SEF [Government Servants Association-State 
Employees Federation] Reaction 


Union reactions were not long in coming, and one of the 
first was that of Mr Malleck Amode. President of the 
Government Servants Association and the State 
Employees Federation. “The GSA and SEF view with 
joy and satisfaction the government's decision to fight 
inflation through a policy of detaxation, a policy we have 
always supported and which has proven itself.” Mr. 
Amode commented. 


The two union associations, he added, favor price con- 
trols through good monitoring and a restructuring of the 


enforcement branch of the department of the Ministry of 


Pricing. Most important, it is necessary to ensure that 
the benefits do not leave consumers’ pockets to fall into 
the merchants’ coffers. Finally, Mr Amode praised what 
he called the “New Economic Stabilization Program.” 


GWE [Government Workers Federation]: Three Good 
Decisions 


In the GWF's view as well, the government decisions 
were very well received, and in Union President Mr. 


Jhurry’s opinion, “It is a great positive step on the part of 


the government and we hope it lasts.” He added, “We 
are ready to collaborate with the government should the 
merchants not play the game and refuse to participate in 
lowering the prices of their goods.” The GWE, he con- 
cluded, will continue to work within the NTUC 
[National Trade Union Council] to bring proposals to 
the government. 


The GTU [Government Teachers Union]: We Hope The 
Government Will Not Stop There 


For its part, the Government Teachers Union believes 
that the government's initiative “1s definitely a step in 
the right direction and will assist the working masses.” 
The union, however, repeated its demand for a “marking 
system” as soon as possible so as to protect, to the 
greatest extent possible, the workers’ interests. 


The GTU also asks the government to lower prices on 
construction materials, particularly cement and steel. 
and to initiate other positive measures during the next 
budget presentation to protect and assist workers in 
general to an even greater extent. 


* New Rank Introduced Into Police Force 


YIAFO7SSA Port Lows LE MAURICTEN in brench 
I7 Feh¥l py 


{Text} A new rank has been introduced into the police 
force by the Police Service Commission (PSC). It ts 
Deputy Assistant Superintendent of Police (DASP). The 
creation of this post, we have learned, 1s aimed at 
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facilitating and encouraging young people with superior 
qualifications to join the force. 


That ts how the Police Service Commission has posi- 
tioned a press advertisement appearing this morning 
inviting young people aged 18 to 28 to apply immedi- 
ately for the post of Cadet Officer, and later to be 
promoted to the DASP rank. The PSC is seeking young 
people with degrees in civil, mechanical, telecommuni- 
cations, and aeronautical engineering to be assigned 
respectively to the appropriate squadron of the Special 
Mobile Forces, the police garage, the communications 
section, or the helicopter section of the National Coast 
Guard Corps [GCN]. The PSC will also recruit young 
people who have studied science at the High School 
Certificate level, for the GCN. 


Among some groups there 1s a great deal of skepticism of 
the PSC’s chances of attracting applicants with the 
qualifications necessary for a salary level up to a max- 
imum of 7,000 rupees. Our sources noted that a PSC 
attempt to recruit aspiring pilots with degrees in physics 
recently failed. That was despite the fact that the pro- 
posed salary level was higher than the one currently 
proposed for the recruitment of qualified engineers. 


As 1s known, since Commander Sivasatee Comaren 
retired there 1s only one Mauritian pilot in the police 
force, in the person of Commandander Manohur. 
Trainers from the Indian Air Force currently assigned to 
the Mauritian police are called on to make up for the 
shortage of pilots. The GCN’s Dornier ts piloted by an 
exclusively Indian team. 


Sources close to the Secretariat of Internal Affairs indi- 
cate that the young engineers will be eligible for acceler- 
ated promotion, even one day to the post of Police 
Commissioner [CP]. 


In fact, they explain, those recruited during this appeal 
for candidates will follow a two-year training schedule, 
after which they will be promoted to DASP and continue 
the normal promotional ladder that has been estab- 
lished: DASP-ASP-SP-ACP-DCP and CP. 


These candidates, they say, will not be limited to the 
section they are assigned based upon their specialty, but 
will be trained over ten years to manage all details 
associated with the functioning of the police force. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


* Finance Minister Announces New Minimum 
Wages 

YIAKO7344 Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 

30 Jan YI pl 


[Text] Finance Minister Abdul Magid Osman 
announced yesterday that new monthly minimum wages 
would become effective beginning | January of this 
year—namely, 32,175.00 meticals, 30,745.00, and 
24,310.00 for the occupational categories of worker, 
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employee, and agricultural worker respectively. Magid 
(sman made this announcement in addressing represen- 
latives of private and state companies and various 
ministries meeting in Maputo al a seminar on the subject 
of strikes, lasting one day 


According to the finance minister, these figures are the 
result of an adjustment of 30 percent on the minimum 
wages in force on | January 1989 increased by 10 
percent. He added that the 30 percent 1s in keeping with 
the estimated increase in the prices of staples in 1990 
while the 10 percent 1s anticipated for the increase in the 
prices of those same products in 1991 


Qn | July 1991. in accordance with the change in the 
inflation rate, there will be a new adjustment im the 
minimum wages 


He advised that the minimum wages which took effect in 
1990. with values of 26.100 meticals, 25 100,00. and 
19,700.00 respectively are the result of an approximate 
increase Of 16 percent in the wages in effect ino 1989 
That 16 percent reflects the anticipation of the rate of 
inflation expected in 1990. which wall be about WW 
percent 


Magid Osman announced the parameters to be observed 
in the establishment of the time periods applicable to 
Slate, joint, Or private Companies and to private and 
nongovernmental institutions in general 


Thus, in establishing the wage structure, the 1991 muin- 
imum wage cannot exceed the 1990 minimum wage by 
more than 20 percent. This percentage can be exceeded it 
the Company experiences a proven increase in its pro- 
ductivity 


Another parameter worthy of attention 1s that which 
States that the adjustment of individual wages wall be on 
the order of 1S percent of the average monthly wage tor 
1990, beginning on | January 1991 but not exceeding the 
minimum wage referred to in the previous paragraph 


As for the wage-lberalization policy, the finance min 
ister said that, although there 1s a consensus on the part 
of the government with regard to the need for flexrbility 
in the wage policy, that flexibility will not yet be forth- 
coming 


According to that official, 1t.1s not feasible to achieve an 
immediate liberalization of the entire area of the eco- 
nomic policy for two reasons: the relative inexperience 
of the labor organizations, Company management, and 
specialized state organizations themselves, in the nego- 
tiating process which would give rise to the new wage 
tables and the potential inflationary impact which could 
result from a negotiating process inefficiently conducted 


Magid Osman traced Mozambique’s troublesome eco- 
nomic picture, giving the elements which could exacer- 
bate the situation 


The destabilization brought about by the armed bandits 
of Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance]. the 
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changes in Eastern Furope, and the Persian Gulf War, 
were some of the troublesome clements stressed by that 
government official 


Decree on Collective Labor Negotiation 


Yesterday's mecting dealt with the decree on collective 
labor negotiation which regulates the exercise of the right 
to engage in collective negotiation, the way in which to 
resolve emerging Conflicts in the celebration of revision 
of collective labor agreements, and the respective exten- 
SHOT PEOocess 


Ihe document ratihied by the Council of Ministers 
contains $7 articles and applies to companies and estab- 
lishments of the state. Cooperative, joint, and private 
sectors, with more than 20 employees in all areas of 
activily 


lt also applies to domestic workers and resident for- 
cigners who are actively engaged in work throughout the 
country. However, it does not apply to state employees 


The seven chapters of the document cover a range of 
subjects. Among these are the legality of the celebration 
and purpose of collective accords, the achievements of 
the accords, and arbitrary decisions, collective conflicts 
and extension of the collective labor accords, including 
arbitrary decisions, are also covered by the document 


The law regulating the right to strike, approved by the 
first session of the Assembly of the Republic, was 
another subject on the agenda of that meeting of repre- 
sentatives of state and private companies, various min- 
istries, and private and nongovernmental institutions in 
general 


* Defense Ministry Communique Concludes 
Meeting 

YIALOT8SA Maputo NOTICTAS in Portucuese 
M4 beh vip l 


| Text} The annual meeting of the National Defense Min- 
istry which began last Monday in the capital ended about 
2300 yesterday. The body recommended depoliticizing 
the Armed Forces by abolishing partisan structures 
within the military. This decision follows an analysis of 
the planned reorganization of the FAM-FPLM [Mozam- 
bique Armed Forces-People’s Forces for the Liberation 
of Mozambique]. The move aims to bring these bodies 
up to date as the country Comes to terms with the newly 
adopted Constitution of the Republic 


( hairing the nationwide gathering was Joaqim Chissano, 
president of the republic, commander of the Armed 
Forces, and chief of the FAM-FPLM. Participants 
included National Defense Minister Alberto Chipande, 
Vice Ministers of Defense Antonio Hama Thai, and 
Eduardo da Silva Nihia. in addition to the staff and 
leaders of the Defense Ministry. Notable among the 
latter were FAM-F PLM section commanders and pro- 
vincial military Commanders 
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In a speech to the group, Chissano commended the 
Armed Forces staff and leadership for their continuing 
sacrifices. He praised them for overcoming widespread 
shortages of materials and money and for their successes 
in the struggle against destabilization throughout the 
country. 


The commander in chief said that this proves the Armed 
Forces stand firmly on the side of reason and the people 
of Mozambique. “This year we are going to ever greater 
lengths to win the people's trust,” he added. “We shall 
make great demands on one another.” 


The positive results of Armed Forces reorganization are 
already well known, Chissano said. He added that 1 1s 
imperative to do more because irregularities still exist 
and must be eliminated. 


Concerning peace negotiations, Chissano said: “We will 
move ahead in negotiations with Renamo, and we expect 
to succeed. We will continue preparing for peace and 
reconciliation. We hope one day that we can thrive 
alongside other Mozambicans regardless of whether they 
are with Renamo or with other Mozambican groups 
abroad.” 


Because of its importance and newsworthiness, the doc- 
ument distributed at the close of the meeting appears 
here in full: 


Final Communique 


1. The Annual Conference of the National Defense 
Ministry took place from 11 to 13 February 1991, under 
the direction of His Excellency, President of the 
Republic of Mozambique, and Commander in Chief of 
the Armed Forces of Mozambique, Major General 
Joaquim Alberto Chissano. Those in attendance were: 


a) the national defense minister. 


b) the vice minister of defense and FAM-FPLM chief of 
staff, 


c) the vice minister of defense and FAM-FPLM political 
commissar, 


d) the FAM-FPLM section commanders: 


e) the Defense Ministry department heads, general staff, 
and political commussariat, 


f) provincial military commanders: 
g) brigade, air, and naval base commanders: 
h) directors of military education facilities: 


1) political commussars from section commands, provin- 
cial military commands, and brigades. 


Il. Goals of the meeting were to: 


a) assess National Defense Ministry activities in 1990 
and the outlook for 1991, 
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b) evaluate the status the Political Commissariat and 
Armed Forces political activities in the light of the new 
Constitution of the Republic. 


Ill. The president of the republic reported in detail on 
the negotiation process with Renamo. 


The meeting approved the Annual Report of the 
National Defense Ministry on Armed Forces activities in 
1990 and prospects for 1991. It deemed the report a 
faithful reflection of the Armed Forces’ current status, 
problems, difficulties, and future prospects. 


The gathering analyzed the reorganization now under 
way in the Mozambique Armed Forces and the FPLM 
and said results obtained so far were positive. It called 
for continued restructuring to improve the match 
between the personnel and equipment of the FAM- 
FPLM and the nation’s real human, economic, and 
financial resources. 


The meeting analyzed in detail the reorganization of the 
Mozambique Armed Forces-FPLM. The move aims to 
bring these bodies up to date as the country comes to 
terms with the newly adopted Constitution of the 
Republic. 


The meeting decided control of the use of human, 
logistic, and financial resources must be tightened in 
order to raise the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
Armed Forces. 


The meeting decided that the Political Commissariat 
must be replaced by a new structure. This body would be 
in charge of civic and patriotic education within the 
military. It would develop programs in the areas of 
education, social and cultural affairs, sports, and recre- 
ation as well as others aimed at building morale among 
the troops. Guidelines for achieving these goals will be 
issued. The meeting recommended against partisan 
political activities in the Armed Forces and called for the 
abolition of political party structures in the military. 


Participants in the meeting praised the commander in 
chief for his leadership of the nation and particularly of 
the Armed Forces. The leadership role of the president of 
the republic and the foresight with which he guided the 
work of the meeting led to an in-depth search for 
solutions to the many problems facing our country as it 
goes through the current period of change. 


The meeting praised the National Defense Ministry for 
its success in diversifying its sources of military aid to 
include a number of countries on every continent and 
called for this effort to continue. 


Qn behalf of the sergeants, officers, and soldiers of the 
Armed Forces, participants in the meeting reaffirmed 
before the commander in chief the steadfast commit- 
ment of the Mozambique Armed Forces-FPLM to the 
Struggle for a worthy and honorable peace. 


The Struggle Continues! 


Maputo, 13 February 1991. 
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* Veloso on Evolving Soviet, German Ties 
YIAFO733B Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
iWkehYipl 


[Text] Foreign Aid Minister Jacinto Veloso said in 
Maputo yesterday that the substantial reduction of for- 
cign aid ties between Mozambique and the Soviet Union 
will have an impact on the bilateral agreements signed 
following our country’s independence in 1975. 


Veloso spoke at the opening of the National Seminar on 
Technical Aid Policy. He said the agreements provided 
Mozambique with an estimated $200 million a year in 
credits and grants from the Soviet Union. 


The minister said the money was spent mainly on fucl 
supplies, defense, technical health assistance, and educa- 
tion. The latter included funds for technical, elementary, 
and secondary education as well as teacher training and 
general university studies. 


At present, Veloso said the Government of Mozambique 
iS holding talks with Soviet authorities. The negotiations 
seck equitable ways of softening the impact of drastically 
curtailing the aid agreements that formed the traditional 
bonds between the two countries. 


He also stated that German reunification caused nega- 
tive social impacts on this country. These are reflected in 
increased unemployment due to the abrupt and unex- 
pected return of thousands of Mozambican workers 
from jobs in the former German Democratic Republic. 
This put an end to the foreign currency remittances 
generated when these workers sent part of their salaries 
home. 


Veloso said that the government of Mozambique ts now 
working with Germany in a spirit of solidarity and 
understanding to minimize the negative effects of the 
workers’ return. 


The minister stressed that rising international oil prices 
as a result of the Persian Gulf War further aggravate our 
already difficult situation. 


Current priorities call for increased assistance tor the 
most vulnerable segments of the population. This poses 
a mayor challenge, Veloso said. Any serious approach to 
the situation must take into account the war, urban 
unemployment, rural to urban migration, and the con- 
tinuing return of Mozambican refugees from neigh- 
boring countries. 


All these problems pose a threat to the availability of 
foodstuffs for a large part of the population of Mozam- 
bique, he noted. 


He added that the Mozambican Government's top pri- 
ority 18 to foster conditions for stable production and a 
return to the rates of development that prevailed trom 
1987 to 1989 when gross domestic product grew 5 per 
cent yearly. 
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He also noted that controlling inflation has emerged as a 
crucial issue. He acknowledged that keeping inflation 
low and under control 1s the only way to encourage 
national growth, recovery, and socioeconomic develop- 
ment. 


Meanwhile, Veloso said the seminar’s goals are to dis- 
seminate and analyze the guidelines for technical aid in 
Mozambique. Also due to be considered 1s a preliminary 
approach to technical aid planning prior to the drafting 
of the first National Technical Aid Program. In addition, 
the meeting gives participants a chance to share their 
CAPCTICNCES. 


Veloso stressed that the technical aid program will be 
experimental in some regards. Mozambican technical 
experts have no experience in drafting this kind of 
detailed plan. Its value will depend on the quality of the 
sector plans and the understanding of aid providers able 
to offer useful information and experience. 


Given these circumstances, Veloso said the National 
Technical Aid Program will be designed to cover a 
period of two years and be subject to annual revision 


In his Opening remarks to the seminar, Peter L. Sim- 
mkin, United Nations Development Program represen- 
tative in Mozambique, called the guidelines approved by 
the Government of Mozambique a coherent tramework 
of goals and directives. The guidelines can point the way 
to making technical aid more effective, he said. 


Simmkin also praised such recent political initiatives as 
the support program for priority districts and the 
Strategy to reduce poverty. These are vital contributions 
which enable outside assistance to focus on enhancing 
the ability of district authorities to promote rural com- 
munity recovery projects, Simmkin said 


He added that technical aid projects should be linked to 
food aid. Foodstuffs can be used to pay workers in road 
repair and rural extension, thus maximizing the positive 
yield from the aid process 


* Text of Political Parties Law Published 


YIAFOT3 24 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
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| Text] We reproduce tor the second time on this same 
page the law establishing the legal framework for the 
formation and activities of political parties in Mozam- 
bique. The present law, which came into effect as of 
yesterday throughout the entire country, comprises 28 
articles, which establish the norms governing political 
parties in our country. The current law in effect responds 
to a requirement of the new constitutional text estab- 
lishing political pluralism in the Republic of Mozam- 
bique 
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Law No. 7/91 of 23 January 1991 


The assurance of citizen participation in the country’s 
political life has always guided the activities of the State 


in our free and independent fatherland. Strengthening of 


the national conscience and enrichment of the political 
conscience of every Mozambican over the course of the 
1S years of independence have enhanced the pluralism 
of ideas and proposals. 


Responding to the concern for aligning the exercise of 


democracy with the new reality, the Constitution of the 
Republic grants political pluralism, in which parties 
compete for the formation and manifestation of the 
popular will and for democratic participation on the part 
of citizens in the governing of the country. 


Political parties should carry out their activities on the 
basis of the principles of safeguarding national unity, 
strengthening the patriotic spint of the citizens, and 
consolidating the Mozambican nation. 


These activities should be carned out under these terms 
and under the protection of policies contributing to 
peace and stability in the country through the political 
and civic education of citizens, the national environ- 
ment, the defense of national interests and competition 
for the formation of public opimion on national and 
international issues. 


The present law has as its objective the establishment of 


the legal framework for the formation and activities of 


political parties. 


By these terms and under the protection of the disposi- 
tion contained in No. | of Article 135 of the Constitu- 
tion, the Assembly of the Republic determines 


Chapter I: General Dispositions 


Article 1 (Definition) 


1. Political parties are citizen organizations formed with 
the fundamental objective of democratically partict- 
pating in the political life of the country and competing. 
in accordance with the Constitution and the laws, tor the 
formation and expression of the political will of the 
people, intervening specificaily in the clectoral process 
through the presentation or sponsorship of candidates 


2. Political parties benetit from legal protection and have 
administrative, legal, and fiscal autonomy 


Article 2 (Membership) 


1. Adherence to a party ts always voluntary and derives 
from the freedom of citizens to associate according to the 
same political ideals. 


2. A citizen can belong to only one party 


Article 3 (Basic Rules) 


1. In their formation, structure, and operations, political 
parties observe and apply the following basic rules: 
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a) Have national scope; 
b) Defend national interests. 


¢) Contribute, through participation in clections, to 
exercising the political rights of citizens. 


d) Compete in the formation of public opinion, particu- 
larly on national and international rssucs, 


¢) Strengthen the patriotic spirit of the citizens and the 
consolidation of the Mozambican nation, 


f) Contribute, through the political and civic education 
of citizens, to peace and stability in the country, 


g) Not call for and resort to violence to change the 
country’s political and social order. 


h) Not be of a separatist, discriminatory or anti 
democratic nature, nor have a base in regionalist, ethnic, 
tribal, racial, or religious groups. 


1) Contribute to the development of political and state 
Institutions. 


2. Political parties should also observe the following 
rules: 


a) Define their political objectives, internal structure and 
operating methods, 


b) Identify themselves by means of a name. sign or 
symbol that cannot be contused with those of other, 
already existing organizations. 


¢) Have their bylaws and programs approved by ther 
representative bodies. 


d) Publicly state their objectives 
Chapter If: Creation and Organization 


Article 4 (Principles of Legality) 


1. The creation, organization, and tunctioning of polit 
ical parties must strictly respect the principles stated in 
the Constitution and the law 


2. Political parties are legally recognized upon registra 
tion 


Article § (Minimum Number of Vlembers) 


1. In addition to the other requirements defined in the 
law, the legal recognition of a party will occur when the 
number of its proponents is at feast LOO for every 
province in which they habitually reside 


2. The proponents referred to mn the previous number 
must be ciuzens with active voting status 


Article 6 (Conditions for the Creation of Parties) 


1. The creation of a party 1s required by the Ministry of 
Justice, with the request to be accompanied by the 
following clements 
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a) Bylaws and plans, 


b) Birth certificate, criminal registration certificate, and 
residency documents of the leaders, 


c) Last of names of the leaders referred to in Article §, 


including their age, birthplace and domicile, | tifica- 
tion Card number, and signature; 

d) Proof of meeting of the founding assemb!) 

2. The bylaws, to be submitted in triplicate should 


contain, among other items: 

a) Name or sign, 

b) Headquarters address, 

¢) Party objectives, 

d) Composition of the decisionmaking bodies, 


¢) Means of electing the organization’s leaders and the 
duration of their terms, 


f) Internal organization, 

g) Financial resources, 

h) Rights and responsibilities of the members. 

1) Dispositions on dissolution, merging, and splitting 


4. The requirement containing the request for creation 
should be signed by three of the members of the leader- 
ship, with the signatures witnessed by a notary 


Article 7 (Verification of the Requirements) 


1. The Ministry of Justice wall verify the completion of 
the request for the creation of a party within 60 days of 


receipt of the request. 


2. In case of irregularities in the request, these will be 
brought to the attention of the members, who will have a 
period of 30 days from the date of this notification to 
correct them. After that time the request will be archived 
if the irregularities are not resolved or a postponement 
requested. The postponement may only be authorized 
once and tor a penod of 0 days. 


4 The decisions of the Ministry of Justice may be 
appealed to the Administrative Tribunal 
Article 8 (Registration) 


1. The Ministry of Justice will officially register the party 
in its own records, subsequently making notations on 
any relevant acts such as dissolution, merger, affiliation, 
or change in the leadership of the central structures, in 
response to a written communication from the party 


1. The registration should contain, among other items 
a) Party name or sign, 


b) Headquarters address, 
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¢) Date of the authorization of its creation. 


d) Name and numeric composition of its central struc- 
tures, 


¢) Name and complete identification of the leaders of the 
central bodies, 


!) Party bylaws. 


3. Political parties have 1S days to communicate to the 
Ministry of Justice any acts occurring that are to be 
recorded, annotated or published, counting trom the 
date of their occurrence. 


Article 9 (Principles of Communication) 


1. The bylaws and names of the leaders of the central 
organizations should be published in the Bulletin of the 
Republic, by the Ministry of Justice. 


2. Dissolution and merger of partics should also be 
published in the Bulletin of the Republic 
Article 10 (Initiation of Party Activities) 


|. The party exercises tull legal status for its activities 
afier the registration and publication referred to in the 
previous Articles 


2. Once registered, should there be irregularities, these 
are to be brought to the attention of the party, which wall 
will have a period of 0 days afier being notified to 
correct them. 


3. At the end of that period, if the irregularities continue 
the Ministry of Justice will communicate to the Public 
Ministry that in ts turn, it may request the Supreme 
Tribunal to suspend the activities of the party pending 
correction of the registration. 


Article 11 (Administrative Bodies) 


Parties may create the administrative bodies they may 
deem necessary to carry out their objectives, but must 
have at least a central organization with decissonmaking 
authority 


Article 12 (Headquarters) 


Every party must have its headquarters in the country’s 
capital 


Article 13 (Party Leadership) 


Any Mozambican citizen having the following require- 
ments may be a party leader: 


a) Enjoy complete political and civil rights, 
b) Reside in the country. 

Chapter IIL: Rights and Responsibilities 
Article 14 (Rights of Political Parties) 


Political parties are granted the following rights 
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a) Legally and publicly carry out the objectives for which 
they were formed; 


b) Compete in elections within the conditions set by the 
Electoral Law; 


c) Define their plans for governing; 


d) Publish opinions on the activities of the government 
and administration, 


e) Legally and publicly publish their policies through the 
media and other channels permitted by law: 


f) Acquire, either through gift or purchase, real estate 
and other goods necessary for carrying out their objec- 
lives; 

g) Affiliate freely in international political associations 


or Organizations that do not support objectives contrary 
to the public and social order established in the country. 


Article 18 (Exemptions) 


|. The following exemptions also constitute rights from 
which political parties may benefit: 


a) Customs rights for goods and equipment necessary for 
their Own Operations: 


b) Registration tax; 
c) Tax on grants and donations; 


d) Transfer tax on the acquisition of buildings necessary 
for the installation of headquarters, delegations, repre- 
sentations and services: 


¢) Property tax on revenues collected on buildings or 
parts of urban buildings or property in which headquar- 
ters, delegations, representations and services are 
located: 


2. The exemptions referred to in the previous number do 
not cover economic activities of a business nature. 


Article 16 (Duties of Political Parties) 


|. The following duties, among others, fall to political 
parties: 


a) Respect the Constitution and the laws; 
b) Communicate to the relevant State body the registra- 
tion of the parties and changes in their bylaws and 


programs, as well as dissolutions, mergers, splits or 
affiliations: 


¢) Annually publish a financial report. 


2. Political parties may not: 


a) Resort to violence, or call for the use of violence to 
change the political and social order of the country; 
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b) Foment or diffuse separatist, discriminatory or anti- 
democratic ideologies or policies, or have a base in 
regionalist, ethnic, racial or religious groups; 

c) Diffuse or propagate by any means words or images 
offensive to the honor and consideration due to the 
Chief of State, leaders of Government bodies or leaders 
of other political parties. 


Chapter IV: Financial Dispositions 


Article 17 (Financing) 


The financing of political parties will be performed 
through: 


a) Dues by members; 
b) Donations and legacies: 
c) Budget assignments from the State General Budget: 


d) Other forms of financing. 


Article 18 (Donations and Legacies) 


Donations and legacies should be subject to a declaration 
to the state body charged with party registration, men- 
tioning the authors, types and values of the same. 


Article 19 (Financial Reporting) 


1. Revenues and expenditures of political parties should 
be detailed in annual reports indicating, among other 
things, the source of revenues and application of expen- 
ditures. 


2. The fiscal year coincides with the civic year. 


3. Party accounts referred to in Number | must be 
published in the Bulletin of the Republic and in major 


newspapers. 


4. It 1s prohibited to the organs of the State, all persons of 
public rights and all persons of private rights and public 
utility to finance or subsidize political parties, with the 
exception of the written assignments of the State General 
Budget to that effect. 


Article 20 (Grants from the State General Budget) 


|. Funds from the State General Budget referred to in 
Line c) of Article 17 are attributed to political parties in 
proportion to the number of deputies elected to the 
Assembly of the Republic. 


2. The rules for providing the accounting for these funds 
will be identical to those of Public Administration. 
Article 21 (Accounting and Inventory) 


Every political party must have an organized accounting 
system and an inventory of its real and other property, as 
well at least one bank account. 
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Chapter V: Dissolution, Suspension, Merger, Splitting 
and Affiliation of Parties 

Article 22 (Dissolution) 

1. Political parties may be dissolved: 


a) Under the terms established by their respective 
bylaws: 


b) By judicial decision; when their objectives are system- 
atically carried out by illicit means, contrary to public 
morals or order, State security or national defense: 


c) When they declare insolvency. 


2. It is the Supreme Tribunal’s responsibility to decide 
on the dissolution of parties in cases described on lines b) 
and c) of the previous number. 


3. In the case of a party dissolving under the terms of 


Line a) of Number | of this Article, it 1s the responsi- 
bility of the assembly of the members or their represen- 
latives to decide on the distribution of the property, 
should any be distributed among the members. 


Article 23 (Suspension) 


1. The Supreme Tribunal may. when the conditions 
established in Number 3 of Article 10 and Lines b) and 
c) of Number | of the previous Article occur, at the 
request of the Public Ministry, suspend the activities and 
benefits of a party. 


2. The suspension will be maintained until the Tribunal 
decides definitively, except when the conditions estab- 
lished in Number 3 of Article 10 occur. 


3. The suspension can be limited to a specific zone of the 
country. 


Article 24 (Noncompletion of the Decision to Dissolve 
or Suspend) 


|. The direct or indirect continuance or reconstitution of 


a party dissolved by the application of the present law 
constitutes a violation on the part of its leaders, and the 
crime of belonging to an illegal organization. 


2. A member who undertakes activities for the respective 
party during the period of its suspension incurs the crime 
of disobedience. 


Article 25 (Merger and Splitting) 


The merging of a party with one or more others and its 
splitting are regulated by the bylaws, or in cases of their 
omission, by the necessary adaptations of the applicable 
rules on commercial organizations. 


Article 26 (Affiliation) 


|. Political parties may affiliate for electoral purposes 
provided that there be: 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 33 


a) Approval of the affiliation by the relevant representa- 
tive bodies of the parties: 


b) Written communication for the purpose of registra- 
tion, to the relevant government bodies for recognition 
of the parties. 


2. Affiliations for electoral purposes are regulated by the 
dispositions of the Electoral Law. 


3. Affihations do not constitute distinct entities of the 
parties who comprise them. 


Chapter VI: Miscellaneous Dispositions and Conclusion 


Article 27 (Temporary Budget Assignments) 


Until the holding of the next general elections, the 
Government will determine the funds from the State 
General Budget to be granted to the parties created 
under the terms of the present law. 


Article 28 (Entering into Effect) 


The present law will enter into effect 15 days after the 
date of its promulgation. 


Approved by the Assembly of the Republic. 


President of the Assembly of the Republic Marcelino 
Dos Santos 


Promulgated 22 January 1991. 
To Be Published. 


President of the Republic Joaquim Alberto Chissano. 


* Text of Right-To-Strike Law Published 
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| Text] In its latest session, which took place recently in 
the country’s capital, the Assembly of the Republic 
approved, among other important issues, a law estab- 
lishing the legal framework for regulating the application 
of the right to strike in Mozambique. This law, which we 
reprint below in its entirety, also establishes limits on the 
application of the right to strike in essential services and 
activities, in the interest of the undeniable needs of 
SsOcicly, 


Law No. 6/91 


The Constitution establishes, on the one hand, that 
workers have the right to strike, with this activity regu- 
lated by law, and on the other, that the law limits 
application of the right to strike in essential services and 
activities, in the interest of the undeniable needs of 
sociely. 


This law will establish, within constitutionally defined 
parameters, the rules to be adhered to in the application 
of the right-to-strike law. 
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On regulating the application of the right to strike, 1 was 
duly considered that that regulation can only be effective 
within a constitutionally defined framework. and that 
strikes, because of their consequences, are a last resort, to 
de utilized only when all attempts for dialog have been 
exhausted. 


Under these terms, in accordance with the authority 
conferred under the terms of Number | of Article 135 of 
the Constitution, the Assembly of the Republic has 
determined: 


Article 1 (Right to Strike) 


1. Strikes, under the terms of the Basic Law of the 
country, constitute a right of workers. 


2. The right to strike is exercised by workers with a view 
to defending and promoting their legitimate social-labor 
interests. 


Article 2 (Definition of Strike) 


A strike is defined as the corrective and concerted 
abstention from providing labor. for the purpose of 
pressuring the employing entity to satisfy a common and 
legitimate interest of the workers involved. 


Article 3 (Limits of the Right to Strike) 


1. The right to strike is not applicable to the Armed 
Forces, the Police, and armed institutions. 


2. The present law is not applicable to State employees. 


Article 4 (Strikes in Essential Services and Activities) 


1. As regards services and activities involving satisfac- 
tion of the essential and undeniable needs of society, 
striking workers are required to ensure, for the duration 
of the strike, that those services which are indispensable 
to satisfy those needs are provided. 


2. Determination of the services referred to in the 
previous number, and identification of the workers 
responsible for ensuring their availability falls on the 
employing entity, after the required consultation with 
the union organization. 


3. The employing entity cannot identify members of the 
union organization who should provide the services 
referred to in the previous numbers. 


4. Services and activities which are considered essential 
and undemable needs of society are primarily the fol- 
lowing: 


a) Health services, b) Water, energy and fuel supply 
services; ¢) Mail and telecommunications: d) Funeral 
services ¢) Distribution of basic staple products; f) 
Transport, loading and unloading of animals and perish- 
able food items; g) Air traffic control and weather 
reporting; h) Fire companies; 1) Fitness services 
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Article § (Minimum Services) 


1. During a strike, striking workers are required to 
ensure the provision of minimum Services indispensable 
to the security and maintenance of the equipment and 
installations of the business or service. so that when the 
Strike 1s Over these are turned Over in normal operational 
conditions. 


2. Determination of the minimum services and identifi- 
cation of the workers to carry them oul ts the responsi- 
bility of the employing entity following the required 
consultation with the union organization. 


3. The employing entity cannot identify which members 
of the union organization should provide the minimum 
SCTVICES. 


Article 6 (Lockouts) 
1. Lockouts are prohibited. 


2. A lockout 1s considered to be any decision by the 
employing entity to close the business or service or 
suspend manufacture, which affects part or all of its 
sectors, with the intention of exercising pressure on 
workers tO maintain existing working conditions or 
establish less favorable ones. 


3. The government will take the appropriate measures to 
end the lockout whenever it deems necessary. 


Article 7 (Exceptional Measures on the Part of the 
Employing Entity) 


|. The employing entity can suspend all of part of the 
activities of the business while the strike is on, if 
required by the overriding need to safeguard mainie- 
nance of the installations and equipment belonging to 
the business or guarantee the security of the workers and 
other persons. 


2. When the measures referred to above are taken, this 
fact should be communicated to the appropriate unit of 
the Ministry of Labor within 48 hours. 


3. The employing entity cannot substitute striking 
workers with other persons who at the time of the 
advanced notice did not work in the business or service. 


Article 8 (Peaceful Resolution of Conflicts 


|. Workers should not resort to strikes before having 
exhausted all peaceful means of conflict resolution, par- 
ticularly during negotiations with the employing entity. 


2. While the collective labor agreement or mediated 
decision is in effect, workers May not resort to strikes, 
except in the case of serious violations on the part of the 
employing entity and after having exhausted all peaceful 
means of resolving the conflict. 
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Article 9 (Declaration of a Strike) 


1. Recourse to striking 1s determined by the union 
organization after consultation with the workers. 


2. In businesses or services where there 1s no union 
organization, recourse to strikes is determined by a 
general assembly of workers expressly convened for that 
purpose with a minimum of 20 percent of the workers. 


Article 10 (Democracy) 


1. The general assembly of workers referred to in 
Number 2 of the previous Antcle can validly deliberate 
only if at least two-thirds of the workers of the business 
or service are present. 


2. The decision to resort to a strike will be taken by 
absolute majority of the workers present. 


3. The vote to which the previous number refers 1s secret. 


Article 11 (Representation of the Striking Workers) 


Striking workers are, for all purposes, represented by 
their respective union Organization. 


Article 12 (Advanced Notice) 


|. Before initiating the strike, the union organization 
must provide written informeison at least 72 hours in 
advance to the employing entity and to the responsible 
local organ of the Ministry of Labor. 


2. Businesses or services involved in satisfying essential 
and undeniable needs of society, will be required to rssuc 
an advanced notice seven days prior to a strike 


3. The advanced notice to strike must mention the areas 
of work that are affected, the day and the time of the 
mitiation of the walkout, its duration, and the motives 
behind its action. 


Article 13 (Conciliatory Actions) 


Once the advanced notice has been issued, the Ministry 
of Labor, on its initiative or at the request of the 
employing entity or the union organization, may under- 
take the concihatory steps nt may deem appropriate 


Article 14 (Application of the Strike) 


|. Having completed all legal formalities and exhausted 
all concihatory actions, workers may then begin to strike 


2. The strike should be carned out under strict obser- 
vance of the legal norms. 


3. The union organization should provide notice of the 
initiation of the strike to the responsible organization of 
the Ministry of Labor within 48 hours of its declaration. 
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Article 15 (Freedom to Work) 


Workers on strike may not obstruct access to the busi- 
ness’ facilities, nor resort to violence, coercion, intuumt- 
dation, or any other fraudulent activity for the purpose 
of forcing the remaining workers to adhere to the strike. 


Article 16 (Prohibition of Discrimination of Workers 
Not on Strike) 


Any act armed al firing, transferring or in any way 
damaging a worker because of his support or lack thereof 
for a sinke declared in conformance with the law 1s 
prohibited and considered a violation 


Article 17 (Effects of the Strike) 


1. The strike suspends all agreements relating to labor 
contracts, specifically the mght to remuneration and the 
duty of subordination and obedience. for all workers 
adhering to the strike and for the duration of the strike. 


2. Suspensions resulting from the strike are not acted on 
in cases in which there are manifest violations of the 
collective labor agreement on the part of the employing 
entity. 


3. During the period of suspension, the seniority status 
of striking workers wall not be affected, nor the effects 
resulting from that semority. 


Article 18 (Exceptional Measures by the Government) 


When because of its duration, scope, or characteristics 
the strike in services and activities involving the satis- 
faction of essential needs has serious consequences on 
the life, health, and security of the population or any part 
thereof, or causes a national crisis, the government will 
decree the appropriate measures, including civil requisi- 
tion. 


Article 19 (End of the Strike) 


1. The strike ends upon agreement by both parties, or by 
decision of the mediating body. or at the end of the 
penod set in the advanced notice, or, before this occurs, 
by decision of the union organization after consultation 
with the workers. 


2. The decision referred to in the previous number will 
be immediately communicated to the employing entity. 


Article 20 (Sanctions) 


1. Noncomphance with the disposivons of Articles 5, 8, 
9. 10 or 12 suspends the guarantees described in Number 
3 of Article 7 and constitutes a disciplinary infraction. 


2. Noncomphance with the dispositions of Numbers 2 
and 3 of Article 4, Numbers 2 and 3 of Article 5 and 
Number 3 of Article 7 will be punished by a fine, the 
amount of which will vary between a factor of 2 and a 
factor of 10 of the minimum monthly salary established 
in the industry and services 
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3. Violation of the dispositions in Number | of Article 5 
and Article 15 constitutes a disciplinary infraction and 
exposes the sinking workers to incur civil and penal 
violations under the terms of the general law. 


4. An employing entity that violates the dispositions of 
Article 6 wall indemnify the workers by the amount of six 
tumes the amount of the salary in effect for the duration 
of the lockout. 


Article 21 (Destination of the Fines) 


The fines resulting from infractions of the dispositions of 
the document will revert to Social Security. 


Article 22 (Scope of the Law's Authority) 


The Council of Ministers can extend, with duc adapta- 
tions, the authority established im the present law to 
umon associations and associations of employers with 
legal existence. 


Article 23 (Miscellaneous) 


In businesses or services lacking union organizations, the 
workers assemblies will clect “ad hoc” commissions with 
authority to represent the workers on strike. 


Approved by the Assembly of the Republic. 


President of the Assembly of the Republic Marcelino 
Dos Santos 


Promulgated 9 January 1991 
To be published. 
President of the Republic Joaquim Alberto Chissano. 


* Nongovernment Emergency Aid Programs 
Outlined 

YIAFOT33B Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
Is keh Vipl 


[Text] CONCERN [expansion not given), an Irish non- 
governmental organization | NGO), this year will resume 
its ard program for the needy in Nampula following 
acquisition of assorted articles of clothing valued at 
nearly $160,000. This announcement came from a For- 
eign Aird Ministry delegation during a recent visit to the 
provinces of Cabo Delgado, Nampula, and Niassa. The 
group visited sites where it observed the process of 
development by nongovernmental organizations in the 
country’s northern region. 


The delegation included, among others, officials from 
the United Nations Development Program [UNDP], a 
Foreign Aid Ministry advisor, and a representative of the 
ministry's Department of Nongovernmental Organiza- 
tions. 


The purpose of the working visit was to reach agreement 
with local governments on the need for the Ministry and 
each of the three provinces to do a better job of coord- 
nating small-scale proyects. These efforts to provide 
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emergency releef and support recovery and devclopment 
have an immediate impact on target populations. 


The delegation also wanted to gather first-hand all avail- 
able information concerning the socioeconomic situa- 
tron in the three provinces. 


Cabo Delgado: Health, Agriculture, and Drinking W ater 


COSV [expansion not given] 1s one of 12 NGOs oper- 
ating in this province where it 1s building a health center 
and training practical nurses in the city of Pemba. 


The project head. Dr. Simonetta Jucker, said the under- 
taking which began in 1989 has a budgct of nearly 800 
million meticals. The moncy comes from COSV and the 
ltahan Government. 


The emergency relief work of “German Agrarian 
Action” buys seeds and farm implements for displaced 
persons in the Namuna, Ancuabe, Chiure. Mecufi. 
Mueda, and Ibo Districts. 


The program began in 1990 and has a budget of nearly 3 
millon German marks. Project head Hans Seidler said 
the moncy Comes in equa! amounts from the group itself, 
the European Economic Community, and the German 
Government. 


HELVETA [expansion not given] ts active in virtually all 
districts of Cabo Delgado. It began supplying drinking 
water to rural areas in 1989 and 1s now in its fifth stage. 


According to Frank Haupt. coordinator of the Swuss 
NGO. the project carnes a cost of two milhon Swiss 
franks. Its activities include drilling or redrilling wells for 
drinking water, repairing small water systems. 
improving the rural environment, and bridge maunte- 
nance. 


Nampula: Development Complements I mergency Aid 
This province 1s the site of most of the NGO projects in 


the three province areca visited by the Foreign And 
Ministry delegation 


The International Commitice of the Red Cross [ICRC] 
directs most of its relief efforts to populations mn hard to 
reach areas. 


lis aid to victoms of war and natural disasters takes a 
variety of forms. ICRC representative Christine Pan- 
chud said the group 1s concentrating on providing tood. 
medicines, hospital supplies, and transportation 


The commitment of this international organization to 
the manufacture of prostheses for those who have lost 
limbs in the province 1s particularly worthy of note. 


COCAMO [expansion not given) 1s a consortium of 20 
Canadian NGOs headquartered in Nampula. Its devel- 
opment program embraces emergency reef, farming. 
health. education, construction, water systems, small 
industry, and public information 
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In the arca of institutional support to local government 
( © AMO) turneshed the Cabinct tor Small Propects with 
a vanety of office supphes 


Brade Lester and Mamudo Nemaru. semor officials of 
the consortium. said the group has provided 
$55.669 30 for emergency relief, $947_322 for agncul- 
ture and. $466,434 for health, $543,120 for education 
$140,160 for construction and water systems. $126. 310 
for small industry, $53,213.80 for public information 
and $16,996 tor the Cabinet for Small Proyects 


From April 1990 to March 1991. the breakdown of 
(( AMO) and by sectors and activities was $488_324 
tor agreculture, $237.414 for health. $227_761 tor educa- 
tron, $119,729 for construction and water systems. and 
SYA 000 for small undustry 


C1 AMO) draws most of ots funds trom member 
NGOS. the Canadian public, the Canadian Govern 
ment. and credits trom the Canadian Agency tor Inter. 
national Devclopment 


(rerman Agranan Action began two projects in Nampula 
lat April The first consists of food ard. seeds. and farm 
implements tor displaced populations in the districts of 
Maiema. Ribauc. ha de Mozamtque, and Mossurt! 


The group also helps transport agricultural surpluses 
produced by the populations ui serves. Through this 
proyect 8.600 blankets were distributed to ncedy popu- 
latvons on the distracts of Mossunl, Wha de Mozambique 
Ribauc. and Nampula 


Nampula proyect leader Patozia Papinuts estimated the 
value of thes undertaking at 2.6 millon German marks 


The second proyect to be implemented will provide 
support to education in Nampula Province with special 
emphasis on boarding schools and children’s shelters 
\nd will take the form of seeds and farm implements 
aimed at making the schools self-sufficrent of at least less 
susceptible to food shortages. Estumated proyect costs are 
61.000 Crerman marks 


Pinancial support for German Agranan Action comes 
from the group oself, the German Government. the 
PEC. and private groups in Germany 


CONCERN has focused all its efforts on thes province on 
emergency relet, health, education, agriculture (environ 
mental administration) and small industry. among other 
ATCAS 


The Trash NGO) has provided emergency rehet in the 
form of food and clothing to needy populations in the 
districts of Namapa. Lalaua, Mossunl, Meconta. and 
Mogincual 


This newspaper recently disclosed a letter the Irish NGO 
supposedly sent to the Department tor the Control and 
Prevention of Natural Disasters [DPCON] The letter 
purportedl, apologized for suspending and shipments 
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through this agency of the Foremgn Aid Ministry duc to 
alleged delays in distribution and lack of information 


bor technical reasons—and not duc to any premeditated 
Shghting of CONCERN as might wrongly be con- 
cluded—the speech given by CONCERN coordinator 
Patria McLaughlin to a meeting of the Nampula Com- 
massion for Emergency Reliet was misrecorded. Dithicul- 
tics Stemming from acoustic interference prevented 
accurate transcription of her remarks. In the meeting of 
the Emergency Operations Commuitice that ended on 20 
January im Maputo. the CONCERN representative for 
Mozambique. Philipa Ebrahim. repeated the group's 
intention to resume emergency relief Patricia 
Mclaughlin confirmed the move in a 24 January letter 
to Silvano Langa. DPCON Associate National Director 
The letter states that “in 1991 CONCERN ecapects to 
resume its Clothing program in the amount of $160,000." 


In 1987 CONCERN supphed soap, clothing. salt, seeds. 
and tarm implements to displaced populations. DPCON 
handled distribution at the provincial level while other 
goods were dehvered to displaced persons in or near the 
capital The total value of this program came to some 
$110,000 


In IYSK. and shipments of clothing and food tor drs- 
placed persons continucd. The groap also spent part of 
its estimated $75,000 outlay for the year on foorng 
matenals and wells for several reception centers for 
displaced persons in the city of Nampula 


In 1989. the Irish NGO assisted the 1989-90 harvest with 
purchases of seeds and farm implements valued at 
$280,000, It provided $82,000 to finance the manulac- 
ture of clothing for distribution to displaced persons 
through DPCON 


Last year CONCERN continued its participation im 
emergency rehet by budecting an estimated $302.94) to 
busy clothes. seeds. aed tarm emplements to be drstrb- 
uted by DPCON 


In other areas (Recovery-Development), the efforts of 
CONCERN included support in the amounts of 
$176,961 for health, $93.301 for education. and 
$265,834 tor agriculture 


CONCERN os funded by the public on Ircland and the 
British Crovernment 


The C hrestian Council of Mozambique has an education 
proyect armed at reviving the teaching of carpentry at the 
Marere Boarding School, Marvo Al. the group's coords. 
nator im Nampula. san the projyect has a budget of 
$19.000 plus § millon meticals to refurbish the facihities 
to be used 


The most outstanding activity of CARITAS Jexpansion 
not given] of Mozambique is its commitment to emer- 
gency relet Plans are on the works to branch out with 
emergency and recovery proyects on several districts of 
the province. according to Tarcicro Reroyo. provincial 
secretary for humanitanan and 
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Niassa: Small Industry Scores Points 


Caritas of Mozambique provides several types of aid to 
residents in Outlying areas of the city of Lichinga and in 
other districts where people need help. 


A project nearing conclusion entails the building and 
outfitting of a school of carpentry and construction of a 
warehouse for Caritas itself. 


Financing comes from OIKOS [expansion not given], an 
NGO of the former German Democratic Republic, and 
religious groups in Canada, according to Brother Hugo 
and Paulino Ledje. 


Caritas also spearheads a program to set up motorized 
mills in the districts of Cuamba, Maua, Marrupa, and 
Majune. It is also helping residents of these areas obtain 
seed and farm tools and aiding in the return of partici- 
pants in Operation Production to their areas of origin. 


The Mozambique Red Cross ts carrying Oul a project 
that provides aid and placement services for child war 
victims living on the outskirts of Lichinga. 


According to Daniel Mussa, provincial coordinator for 


this Mozambican NGO, the project has a budget of 


$38,000 and will get under way this year. Also slated for 
1991 is the installation of mills worth $15,746 in the 
districts of Mandimba, Cuamba, and Lagos. 


The Foreign Aid Ministry delegation noted that the 
Christian Council of Mozambique ts providing emer- 
gency aid to needy populations in the districts of Sanga. 
Marrupa, Mavago, and Mecula. 


Christian Council activities receive support for their 
transportation needs from OXFAM [expansion not 
given] in Great Britain, according to Jose Domingos, the 
group's coordinator for Niassa. 


In the areas visited. working relations between provin- 
cial governments and NGOs are excellent, the delegation 
Stressed. 


* Commentary on ‘Barama’ Group's Objectives 


YJAFO734D Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
11 Feb 91 p 3 


{Commentary by Alfredo Dacala: “The *“Barama’ Are 
Coming”: place and date not given] 


[Text] The “Barama”™ are peasants from Zembezia Prov- 
ince who, as they assert, are fighting only on their own 
behalf and not on that of any other. Commanded by 
another peasant, named Manuel Antonio. who, like 
Jesus Christ, supposedly died and was resurrected, they 
fight the armed bandits tenaciously, for the armed ban- 
dits murdered their family members, destroyed their 
villages, stole their goods and food, and kept the peasants 
from operating the collective farms. 


The report, broadcast by Radio Mozambique on the 
achievements of the “Barama”™ or “*Parama’°—of whom 
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it 1s Said that, armed with cutlasses, spears, arrows, and 
firearms, they hunt the criminals like birds and the 
bandits disappear at sight of the “Barama’’—had an 
extraordinary impact on the rural environment. In Mass- 
inga, where we were located at the time of the radio 
broadcast, the feats of the *Barama”™ were the subject of 
a number of commentaries, some of the exploits being 
somewhat exaggerated. 


For example, the peasants from Mahocha were con- 
vinced that the *Barama”™ had moved from Zambezia to 
Massinga and that, upon their arrival there, it would be 
possible to abandon the accommodation areas and vil- 
lages and return to their original habitat inasmuch as 
those same peasants would be vaccinated by Manuel 
Antonio or some other ““Barama”™ making them 
immortal; they would then fight the armed bandits like 
rats Caught in a trap, and at sight of the new “Barama”™ of 
Massinga, the armed bandits would give up without 
resistance. 


The problem of those peasants, until the time of my 
departure, was to know when the “Barama” Manuel 
Antonio would arrive in the area, coming from Zam- 
bezia and not being aware of his identity: Would it be 
shortly after Vilankulo? Would it not be shortly after 
Save? “This being the case,” said in Xitsua a local 
peasant, “it was possible that the *Barama*™ would arrive 
there some day grouped together in one of those horse- 
drawn chariots of Salema. 


This obsession and empathy of the Mahocha peasants 
for the “Barama”™ is understandable if we consider that 
those peasants were forced to flee from their areas of 
origin leaving some dead members of their families 
behind, and take up residencce in the tropospheric 
atmosphere of Massinga. The peasants are eager to 
return to their lands, where they have their homes and 
collective farms. However, this 1s not possible due to the 
constant incursions of the armed bandits. 


The Mahocha peasants have other reasons to complain: 
Presently, to go to their collective farms, they must leave 
the village at approximately 0600, and not before that 
time, and return by 1600. These are measures imposed 
by the military, and anyone who violates them 1s 
whipped. Now then, no peasant wants to arrive late at his 
collective farm, for he knows that the noonday sun 1s no 
fit companion for his long workday in the country. In 
view of all these vicissitudes, the Mahocha peasants are 
confident that the “Barama™ will arrive: “Barama,” 
which can bring overall peace to the country: peace in the 
rural area, peace in the city, peace everywhere. Peace to 
enable the country to escape from the perils of the war 
and finally head toward prosperity, in the peaceful 
situation which we all so fervently desire. 
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* Nampula: Growing Influx of Displaced Persons 


YIAFO735B Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
I] Feb 91 p 3 


[Text] More than 93,000 displaced persons were regis- 
tered last year in Nampula Province, from the neigh- 
boring regions of Cabo Delgado. Niassa, and Zambezia. 
NOTICIAS was informed by a source from the Depart- 
ment for the Prevention and Control of Natural Disas- 


ters [DPCCN]. Nampula Province thus has a total of 


685.000 displaced persons, according to the same source. 


The source noted that of these new displaced persons, 
some 10,000 were recovered by the Mozambique Armed 
Forces in military operations and more than 14.000 fled 
from the captivity of the armed bandits during the last 
months of the year. 


Currently, Nampula Province has more than 400,000 
persons affected by the war and 284,000 displaced 
persons, an increase of approximately 40.000 persons 
over last year. 


According to the most recent statistics from the Depart- 
ment for the Prevention and Control of Natural Disas- 
ters, of the 18 districts comprising Nampula Province. 
Memba has the greatest number of affected and dis- 
placed persons, with a total of 85.000. According to the 
source, the increased number of displaced persons 
worsens the problems the emergency services are facing 
in that area of the country in the area of logistical 
support, because of the limited number of trucks, the 
lack of fuel and replacement parts, and the low storage 
capacity for aid goods in Nacala. 


The DPCCN source added that in addition to these 
problems, emergency services are discussing the shortage 
of logistical resources, which are not sufficient to 
respond to the province's needs. 


Given the relative improvement in security in almost all 
areas of the province, the local Department for the 
Prevention and Control of Natural Disasters has had its 
mission extended to other areas of the neighboring 
provinces. In fact, that organization has carried out 
supply operations in food and other products, to the 
benefit of the populations of Alta Zambezia. in the 
province of the same name, Maua, and Nipepe in Niassa 
Province, and Cabo Delgado. 


With only 20 of 32 trucks in operating condition, the 
emergency services in that part of the country face great 
difficulties in meeting the needs of the province and 
other neighboring regions mentioned above. which are 
worsened by the deplorable state of some access roads. 


The source added that to minimize the difficulties they 
are facing, emergency services in Nampula have created 
three regional posts for the distribution of aid goods. 
specifically in Nampula. Angoche and Nacala in the 
northern, central and southern regions, respectively. 
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“The DPCCN in Nampula has the capacity to channel 
800 tons of aid products per month, of which 200 are 
transported by the private sector. This task 1s proceeding 
as normal, with the exception of the zones with problems 
of bad roads and destroyed bridges.” the source empha- 
sized. 


Qur DPCCN source also said that various diseases have 
affected displaced persons in Nampula. noting especially 
the outbreak of cholera in Malema, tropical neuropathy 
in Memba (caused by the consumption of a certain 
tuber) and measles in Memba. Moma, and Malema. 


He added that treatment of these cases has been made 
mor’ difficult by the insufficient quota of medicines, as 
well as a lack of ingredients for the preparation of LOA 
[milk, oil and sugar]. a food supplement. 


* Quelimane Tries To Cope With Refugee Influx 


YIAFO734C Maputo NOTICTAS in Portuguese 
Il keh Yl p3 


[Text] Quelimane’s Executive Council [CE] is truly con- 
cerned over the shortage of space to house the war 
refugees who daily flow into Zambezia’s provincial cap- 
ital. Meanwhile, the populational increase 1s continuing 
and the deterioration of the city 1s reaching alarming 
proportions without the glimmer of any solution for 
housing those war refugees. 


The war which 1s devastating Zambezia Province 1s 
forcing the people to flee from the rural area to the 
provincial capital where they will seek refuge. 


According to information received by our reporting staff, 
those people who are constantly arriving in Quelimane 
are subject to many hardships, including hunger. lack of 
clothing, and the lack of housing. 


This question 1s of great concern to the city’s officials, 
principally the CE. “The populational influx 1s uncon- 
trollable. Here in the city. which 1s where they gather, we 
have no room to house those refugees. The various 
districts are overcrowded: a spot which is free today 
appears the following day with a new thatched hut. 
Those who are more resourceful see themselves limited, 
unable to prevent the construction of those thatched 
huts: and when they attempt to construct their own 
dwellings. the refugees say. “We are fleeing from the war 
to the countryside: and in the city, where can we go” And 
for humanitarian reasons, people can do no more,” said 
Quelimane’s director of Urban Services [SU]. 


According to the director. the continuous populational 
influx 1s threatening the lives of the people. who are 
living in precarious conditions, as well as the city itself. 


Maria dos Anjos, the SU) director, said that in 1980 the 
cuy had 60,000 inhabitants and now it has about 
140,000, according to her, if the avalanche of people 
fleeing from the war continues at the present rate, that 
figure could rise alarmingly within a short time 
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The hygienic and health conditions are precarious. The 
intense concentration of houses in the districts leaves no 
room for the construction of public toilets. Sull other 
districts are located in lower areas where the water level 
does not permit the construction of public toilets. 


In addition to subjecting the excrement to the open air 
with all the consequences which that brings, this situa- 
tion causes the well water used for consumption to be 
undrinkable. 


With the populational increase, the accumulation of 


garbage has multiplied, and the CE has no operating 
funds. Al the present time, that organization has only 
one truck and a very old tractor for picking up garbage. 


While in the districts there is no room to build thatched 
huts, houses in the cement-type area are no longer 
adequate inasmuch as family members in the city pro- 
ceed to take up residence with their relatives. 


As an example, Maria dos Anjos said that “there 1s one 
residence built to house six people and it now houses 32 
people, 27 children and five adults.” She added that in 
the cement houses the average number of people accom- 
modated ranges between 15 and 20. 


According to her, under normal conditions the popula- 
tional growth 1s accompanied by the construction of new 
infrastructures, but now this is not occurring. 


“The sewer system was never revamped: schools and 
health facilities are the same as in 1980: meanwhile, the 
population has doubled.” said Maria dos Anjos. 


According to our reporting staff, in the face of all those 
problems, the CE has made an appeal to the nongovern- 
mental organizations operating in Zambezia Province to 
offer their support in the resolution of some of the 
problems. 


“Unfortunately, we never received any positive answer. 
They, the organizations in question, say that they will 
only lend a hand in places where there is an emergency 
and that, in their viewpoint, the city involved in this case 
is not faced with an emergency.” lamented the SU 
director in Quelimane. 


* Environmental Safety Policy Being Drafted 


YIAFU734B Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
S Feb 91 ps 


[Article by Teodosio Angelo] 


[Text] The Department of the Environment [DA] at the 
National Institute for Physical Planning [INPF]. an 
institution subordinate to the National Planning Com- 
mission [CNP], 1s now drafting proposals to be presented 
to the Council of Ministers [CM] aimed at initiating an 
environmental protection policy. This information was 
recently given to our reporting staff by Bernardo Pedro 
Ferraz, director of the INPF. who on this occasion 
pointed out that the question of the environment did not 
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begin with its inclusion in the Constitution of the 
Republic but, rather, 10 years earlier, particularly in 
1989. when the Fifth Congress of the Frelimo [Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front] Party oriented the government 
to establish funds for its institutionalization and formu- 
late a demographic policy for our country. 


The proposals, copies of which should be previouslsy 
distributed to the various organizations and individuals 
qualified to give their comments, are to be subsequently 
discussed at a national seminar to be held in September. 
The main purpose is to find room in the state apparatus 
to locate the environmental mechanism, coordinate and 
systematize existing legislation, disseminate information 
among the various sectors regarding the subject and 
conservation of nature, identify the most important 
environmental problems. and prepare a five-year plan on 
the environmental question. 


“By September of this year there will be a discussion 
seminar on these proposals to finalize the recommenda- 
tions to be submitted to the CM and decide what ts to be 
the environmental policy in this country,” said Bernardo 
Ferraz. He then went on to say that it 1s precisely in this 
regard thal a state apparatus should be designated to deal 
with the environment—such apparatus being in the form 
of a ministry, secretary of state, national directorate. 
cabinet post, or institute—subsequently proposed and 
justified. 


After considering that it was too early to come up with 
the concrete concept of incorporating the environment 
in the state apparatus, the INPF director said that what 
is needed is for this question to be discussed and 
deliberated upon, for, according to him, the basis for 
development of the environmental question should be 
one of discussion and deliberation. 


However, he pointed out that “our function as techni- 
cians 1S lO propose Certain scenarios.” indicating what 
happens when the environment is made a part of a 
ministry Or secretariat Of state and showing the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of that arrangement but also 
avoiding the creation of new institutions, of new gran- 
diose organizations and profiting by the resources and 
existing Organization to come up with new schemes. 


Concerning the second aspect, Bernardo Ferraz said that 
portions of legislation can be found scattered throughout 
various sectors regarding the environmental question 
and the conservation of nature and that this material can 
be assembled and coordinated to form a legal basis for 
the country’s environmental program. He added that. 
with regard to the third point of the proposals, it 1s 
important to identify the most important environmental 
problems, assign them priority status, and suggest an 
approach for their solution. 


Awareness of Environmental Problems 


Simultaneously with those actions, others are to be 
carried out with the assistance of the United Nations, the 
Norwegian Agency for Development (Norad), and other 
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international organizations, such as the Danish Associ- 
ation for International Cooperation [ADCI], to make 
people aware of environmental questions. 


According to the INPF director, in addition to institu- 
uuonalization, a big problem in our country 1s the lack of 
awareness of environmental matters or else inadequate 
knowledge which should be systematized to create a 
national environmental awareness. 


According to Bernardo Ferraz, a number of awareness 
campaigns were conducted by the news media, and as 
soon as funds are available, we shall continue these 
campaigns. 


However, he stressed that these campaigns have been 
limited to Maputo, since there is concern over bringing 
the environmental message to the rest of the country. 


For this purpose, according to the INPF director, some 
time this year three regional centers are to be set up to 
provide greater support for the provinces which want to 
take more action On the environmental question. 


“In Maputo there will be a major center which will 
distribute environmental information throughout the 
provinces and they, in turn, will use that information 
according to their needs and capabilities in keeping with 
the problems they are facing.” said our source, 
explaining that one of the centers is to be installed in 
Chimoio, another in Nampula, and the third in an area 
not yet designated. 


The above centers, according to Bernardo Ferraz, will 
have autonomy in conducting courses and programs in 
their areas of responsibility, an activity which currently 
occupies many individuals in the DMA. 


Other activities now underway are small projects assocti- 
ated with coastal environmental management where 
much of the population ts concentrated. This area, which 
was estimated to have a width of 100 km from the sea, is 
reduced to a width of 40 or 50 km as the result of the war 
and other factors. 


Since the people are practically jammed together in this 
area, they are subject to the pressure of natural resources 
upon which they must rely to sustain them; for this 
reason, it 1s necessary to Organize them and give them 
the capability of using the resources they find in the area 
in question in order to survive a little longer. 


Therefore, according to our source, it 1s necessary to 
introduce new techniques of simple agriculture, new 
consumer habits with regard to certain products, and 
new small-time ventures, it 1s necessary to induce the 
people to engage in more marine activities where they 
can obtain more products for their own consumption 
and for marketing purposes, since “these are the sources 
of products which could become exhausted: it is there- 
fore important to inject an aspect of sustainability.” 


“In this regard, we shall shortly initiate a project 
financed by Norad in the province of Cabo Delgado, but 
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particularly along the coast, in four districts—namely, 
Mecufi, Pemba-Metuge, Quissanda, and Ibo.” said Ber- 
nardo Ferraz, indicating that this a new area where 
achievable activities have been carried out. 


“However,” he added, “with the existing funds and 
resources available as well as the experience of many 
parts of our continent, we expect to begin this new 
project.” 


NIGERIA 


* Government Vows To Maintain Press Freedoms 


YIAFO729A Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in Enelish 
Y Jan ¥1 pp 1, 17 


{Article by Suleyman Babakolo. Ibrahim Usman and 
Umar Mohammed! 


[Excerpt] The Federal Government has reaffirmed its 
pledge to continue to maintain its policy of non- 
interference in the editorial policies of all government- 
owned and private newspapers and media houses in the 
country. 


This statement was made by the Secretary to the Gov- 
ernment of the federation, Alhay: Aliyu Mohammed, on 
the occasion of the silver jubilee of the NEW NIGE- 
RIAN held at Lugard Hall, Kaduna, yesterday. 


Speaking on behalf of the Vice-President, Admural 
Augustus Aikhomu (rtd), the government scribe said on 
the rare occasions when the government might find tt 
necessary to restructure the management of any of its 
media outlets, it 1s intended more to arrest acts of 
managerial misconduct rather than undue interference 
with the editorial policies of the organization in ques- 
tion. 


On the transition programme, the Secretary said the 
recently concluded Local Government elections con- 
tested by the two grassroot political parties were a clear 
testimony of the commitment of the present administra- 
tion to hand over power to a democratically elected 
government next year. 


This administration, he said, 1s fully determined to 
ensure that subsequent elections like those of last month 
on the open ballot system are hitch-free and fair, adding 
that the primary political objective of the administration 
was to bequeath to posterity a new and democratic 
political order that can endure the stresses as well as 
contain the competitive demands of our national life. 


He stressed that one of the greatest needs of the nation 
was how to build a political culture which can regulate 
our behavior in politics 


“Government 1s fully aware that the conduct of some 
newspapers in this country often undermines the suc- 
cessful implementation of the transition programme,” 
he observed. 
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Alhaji Aliyu said some newspapers out of either igno- 
rance or mischief or both, have refused to appreciate the 
difficulties and the achievements on the transition. 


“Most often the government has been uncharitably por- 
trayed”™ he declared, citing, for example, the distortion of 
Nigeria's role in the Liberian crisis where a section of the 
press had written editorials, features and analyses almost 
totally bereft of logic and in total disregard to the 
security implications of our role in the West African 
sub-region. 


The Secretary further implored all media organs in the 
country to exercise due restraint in their criticisms of 
government policies especially on issues which bordered 
on national security that may adversely affect the image 
of the country abroad. 


He pointed out that government expected the press to be 
the custodians of the highest values of our society, the 
protector of our national unity and security, the barom- 
eter of our moral climate and the final defender of our 
national interest. [passage omitted] 


He said it was this vocational call to champion the cause 
of his fellow human beings that accorded the journalist 
the respect and immunity he enjoyed. He stressed that, 
the power which the journalist wielded was voluntary 
and vested in him by society so that he can champion the 
cause of justice freely and unfettered. 


The minister contended that the journalist was expected 
to act always from the noblest of motives, and his views 
and opinions golden because he was the gold of his 
society stating. “But if gold rusts, what will become of 
iron and ordinary base metal”, he wondered. 


He also stated that it was in recognition of the daily 
hazards confronting the journalist that his ministry 
made a proposal for a welfare fund for journalists. 


* CDHR Alleges Human Rights Violations 


Y/AFO7S4B Lagos THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN 
in English 4 Feb 91 p 1s 


[Article by Gbenga Ola Oparinde} 


[Text] On February 2, 1990, Nigerians woke up to yet 
another abuse of human rights when Ganiyu Amolegbe 
Ajuwon, 22, student of Ajuwon High School near Alag- 
bado in Ogun State, was shot dead by a policeman said to 
be drunk. In fact, before this, there had been several 
occurrences of gross violations of fundamental human 
rights, ranging from extrajudicial killings, indiscriminate 
arrests and detention, promulgation of draconian 
decrees, university campuses repression, attacks on the 
press attacks on freedom of expression and on freedom 
of association. Human rights activities have also not 
been left out of the intermitient harassment by security 
agents. 


All these must have informed the Committee for the 
Defence of Human rights (CDHR), when it said recently, 
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that “Nigeria has so far recorded the worst violations of 
fundamental human rights under the present regime.” It 
also added that in spite of the official policy of general 
respect for human rights, 1990 witnessed the execution 
of 69 alleged coup plotters (whose trial was secretly 
conducted) and hundreds of armed robbery convicts. At 
the launching of the 1990 Annual Report of CDHR on 
Sunday 13 January, its national president, Dr Beko 
Ransome-Kuti also said that the string of “obnoxious 
decrees, edicts and statutory instruments made by the 
federal government continued to infringe on the funda- 
mental rights of the people.” 


According to him, “many suspected criminals were 
either lynched on the streets, tortured to death or killed 
in many police stations. Prison inmates died in their 
hundreds as a result of inhuman prison conditions, while 
an unconfirmed large number of Nigerians lost their 
lives in the ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States (Ecowas) Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] 
adventure in Liberia.” 


On the April 22 coup, Dr Ransome-Kuti stated that the 
press was gagged through the closure of newspaper 
houses and detention of journalists and publishers, edi- 
tors were regularly called upon for chats in order to 
restrain them from embarrassing the government, while 
lawyers who refused to withdraW certain ants 
government cases were picked up and detained. The 
committee also came hard on the federal government on 
the issue of the aborted national conference, the govern- 
ment also infringed on the right of Nigerians to peacctul 
association and assembly. According to the report, 
CDHR strongly believes that with vigilance on the part 
of men and women of goodwill, the country’s human 
rights record can be greatly improved. It also noted that 
the Nigerian Constitution places emphasis on political 
and civil rights. But that only the elite and the rich 
members can challenge the violations of such limited 
rights. In essence, human rights in the Nigerian contest 
have no meaning to the majority of the Nigerian people 
who are now forced to live a life of degradation under the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank- 
imposed Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP), it 
said. 


Disturbed by what ut termed the chaotic situation of 
human rights in the country, CDHR urged the govern- 
ment to, without delay, ratify the United Nations’ Cov- 
enant and Optional Protocol on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and make the fundamental objectives 
and directive principle of the state policy contaimed in 
chapter 2 of the 1989 Constitution justifiable. The 
CDHR president however, made it abundantly clear that 
the 1990 Annual Report is not exhaustive on human 
rights situation in Nigeria, adding that their research was 
crippled by the inadequacy of funds. 


All in all, the CDHR said its consolation 1s trom the 
continued activities of human rights groups in and 
outside the country coupled with the increasing aware- 
ness of the Nigerian people for thei rights. lt added that 
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these have compelled the government to grant certain 
concessions in the area of human rights. For instance. 
thousands of convicts including the 11! jailed NEPA 
{National Electric Power Authority] men regained their 
freedom. On September 30, last year, the federal govern- 
ment had also unconditionally set free 26 students who 
were detained for allegedly participating in the May 
anti-SAP riots. On the same day, it directed all state 
governors to set free all prisoners that could be catego- 
rized as under-aged, old, sick or handicapped to com- 
memorate the nation’s 29th independence anniversary. 
Therefore, the CDHR thinks all these deserve some 
applause for the efforts of the civil rights bodies. 


* Local Oil Investors Lack Financial Incentives 
YIAFO7S4A Ikeja NEWSWATCH in English 
28 Jan y] —p 18. ly¥ 


[Article by Godson Ukpevo] 


| Text] A major development ts going On in the nation’s 
oil industry. For the first time, concrete attempts have 
been made to woo indigenous entrepreneurs to invest in 
the development of the country’s oil resources. Last 
November, Jibril Aminu, a professor and petroleum 
resources minister, invited local businessmen to bid for 
acreages in new sedimentary basins and exploration 
blocks. Expectedly, the invitation did not pass unheeded. 
Official sources say the response from the local business 
class has been tremendous. Application letters from 
interested companies have continued to flood the petro- 
leum ministry. Already, 11 Nigerian-owned companies 
have sailed through the screening exercise and have been 
licensed to explore and produce oil in the country. More 
are expected to join the league soon. 


Immense investment opportunities, indeed, exist for 
these companies. For instance, not up to one-half of the 
sedimentary basins of the country have been seriously 
explored. The Dahomey basin, the Benue Trough, the 
Anambra, Minna, Sokoto, and Chad basins are sull 
largely unexplored. “Even in the Niger Delta basin, 
which has been appreciably explored, activities are still 
limited to the on-shore areas,” said Aminu recently. It 1s, 
perhaps, the service sector of the industry that parades 
the widest range of opportunities. In the sector, indige- 
nous entrepreneurs can invest in civil engineering works, 
particularly in the area of preparation of drilling loca- 
tion, construction of mud pits and concrete jobs at rig 
sites. In drilling operations, most exploration companies 
at the moment depend on contractors for field transpor- 
tation, haulage equipment, rig movements and supply 
and operation of drilling rigs. Technologically-oriented 
entrepreneurs can equally participate in the more tech- 
nical areas of seismic data acquisition and interpreta- 
tion. 


In the downstream sector of the industry, Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation, NNPC, has opened up 
investment opportunities in gas development, refining. 
product marketing and petrochemicals. With the huge 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 43 


natural gas reserves in Nigeria, Aminu said “the sky 1s 
the limit for enterprising businessmen.” Indeed, gas has 
vast industrial potentials. It can be sold for domestic 
cooking and as compressed natural gas, CNG, for pow- 
ering automobiles. Entrepreneurs, thus, can invest in the 
manufactures of CNG cylinders and distribution of 
automobile conversion kits. To most industry observers, 
the decision to involve indigenous companies Is a wel- 
come relief. There has been a near total foreign domina- 
tion of the oil industry since the 60s, when Nigeria 
discovered oil in commercial quantity. Of the II oil- 
producing companies currently in the country, only 
Dubri Oil Company is wholly owned by Nigerians. Even 
then, the company produces not more than 1,000 bar- 
rels, out of about 1.8 million barrels of oil produced daily 
in the country. 


The first attempt to change the situation was made in the 
early 70s when Nigeria and other members of the Orga- 
nization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, OPEC, 
decided to establish some control over the activities of 
the multinational oil Companies. The resistance that 
followed the decision led to a confrontation that culmi- 
nated in the joint venture arrangement Nigeria made 
with the companies. The bitter negotiations that pre- 
ceded this arrangement apparently explained why the 
federal government did not enforce the indigenization 
decree with respect to the oil-producing companies. 


The latest initiative is no doubt a laudable gesture. But 
how prepared are the indigenous companies for the 
challenges’? Do they have the resources to compete with 
the multinationals? Oil experts believe the investment 
climate in the industry 1s still largely unfavorable to local 
entrepreneurs. Godwin Aret Adams, former group man- 
aging director of the NNPC, 1s one such person. He told 
a cross-section of businessmen and finance experts last 
week al a seminar On investment opportunities in the oil- 
and mineral-based industries organized by Geo-man 
Consultants Limited and Nationwide Merchant Bank, 
that opportunities hardly exist in the oil industry for the 
small investor or entrepreneur because the industry ts 
capital-intensive and characterized by high technology. 
“For the level of financial outlay that petroleum industry 
investments require, | guess only a small handful of 
Nigerians have the capability to venture into petroleum 
industry projects. Of that small group, | reckon that less 
than one percent will actually come forward to make 
such investment,” he said. 


Adams may be right. An investor, for imstance, who 
wants to submit a competitive bid under the on-going 
bidding for open acreages, would need between N 
[nairas} 350,000 and N10 million. Among the charges he 
is expected to pay is a bidding fee of N200 plus $10,000 
(or a total of N100,200). For mere inspection of available 
data on each block, another $25,000 (or N250,000) is 
required. To acquire some of the data available on each 
biock, an investor needs to pay $250,000 (or N2.5 
million), while a whopping $1 million (NIO million) ts 
required for the acquisition of all the available seismic 
and well data on the block. That ts not all. A successful 
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bidder will risk another $20 million to $50 millon, 
according to experts, for exploration and appraisal work. 
“If anyone of such entrepreneurs is lucky to discover 
commercial oil field, he will need to spend another $100 
million (NI billion) or more Over another two to three 
years before he starts production,” said Adams. 


Observers fear that a repeat of what happened in the 
early 70s when a similar exercise was undertaken ts in 
the offing. Delta Oil, Henry Stephens and Niger 
Resources were among indigenous companies that 
attempted to play a significant role in oil exploration and 
production. But they sold off their concessions to foreign 
companies almost immediately they were granted for 
reasons related to the huge financial outlay, high techno- 
logical and manpower requirements as well as a long 
gestation period and high-risks involved in oil explora- 
tion and production. 


Can the banks come to the rescue now? The indicators 
appear worrisome. Nigerian banks, according to Funsho 
D. Owoyemi, an assistant general manager in Nation- 
wide Merchant Bank, are unwilling to commit their 


funds to investments in exploration business because of 


the long-term nature of financing required in the sector. 
Substantial funds available in the financial market, he 
said, are short-term customers’ deposits and the need for 
liquidity hardly allows banks to engage in long-term 
lending. Worse for local investors 1s the limited volume 
of international energy lending to the country. Between 
1980 and 1989, the world total energy lending stood at 
about $497 billion. Of the amount Africa accounted for 
only 2.35 percent or $11 billion out of which Nigeria 
received a paltry $1.16 billion. 


No matter. The local banking industry still holds the ace. 
For a start, Adams recommends that financial institu- 
tions should jointly ‘et up a petroleum development 
fund, “by coming together in sufficiently large numbers 


to engineer some exotic financial packages to assist all of 


ss 


the new Nigerian explorers.” Such packages could 
include equipment leasing. According to Adams, the 


amount of money that oil companies tic down because of 


the near total absence of leasing and rental services ts 
enormous. He explained that no profit-oriented organi- 
zation will buy an equipment if in the long run, it 1s more 
cost-effective to lease or rent. As a result, he advised 
banks to venture into equipment leasing and rental in the 
petroleum industry since most of them are already in the 
business. He also advised every financial institution to 
establish a petroleum unit to monitor, on a daily basis. 
the events and trends in the industry with a view to 
quickly spotting investment opportunities as well as 
standing on a good pedestal to exploit such opportuni- 
Lies. 


Experts have also suggested that the government should 
grant some incentives to the local investors. “If the 
indigenous entrepreneurship was truly to be encouraged. 
there should be special incentives from the govern- 
ment,” said J.J. Itsueh, managing director, Dubri Oil 
Company. He said that the tax structure, for instance. 
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should change to favor the local investors. In addition, 
small oil fields should be left for them and the tax regime 
different for such fields. Maybe when all that happens, 
the nation’s goal of increasing its oil reserves to 20 
billion barrels by 1995 could be attained. 


REUNION 


* Riots Seen as Reflection of Social Inequalities 
YIAFOSI24 Geneva JOURNAL DE GENEVE 
in French 28 keh 91 p 36 


{Article by Alain Rollat: “A Social Volcano Previously 
Believed Extinct”: first paragraph is JOURNAL DE 
GENEVE introduction] 


| Text] Reuter—Louts Le Pensec, the minister of over- 
seas departments and territories and governmental 
spokesman, arrived late in the night Tuesday, early 
Wednesday morning, in Reunion, which has been rocked 
by disturbances for three days leaving nine dead. The 
minister immediately visited the security forces in most 
of the troubled sections of Saint-Denis-de-la-Reunion. 
About 120 paratroopers were deployed, notably in front 
of the gates to the prefect’s office as well as the gates to 
the French Overseas Broadcasting Company (RFQ) and 
at Gullot airport. 


Until now, the island of Reunion was known as a small 
paradise. To all the island’s visitors, this French depart- 
ment in the Indian Ocean was unique as a peacectul 
haven and an exemplary human melting pot. 


For three centuries, Arab, Chinese, Tamil, and European 
communities have lived together in harmony on this 
previously uninhabited volcanic island, which now has a 
population of more than $00,000. Mosque, cathedral, 
pagoda, and Vedic temple peacefully coexist in Saint- 
Denis, the department's capital city. 


Reunion, a former colonial possession of the kings of 
France, lost this idyllic image in the space of three days. 


Its picture-postcard quality was shattered by nights of 
noting, looting, and vandalism that caused the deaths of 
at least eight people and damage in the hundreds of 
million of French franes. The disturbances followed the 
seizure of broadcasting equipment belonging to “Tele 
Free-DOM” (DOM stands for “overseas department’), 
which had been operating illegally for five years and had 
won a large audience in working-class neighborhoods, 
but the seizure was nothing more than the spark that set 
events in motion, 


The French minister of overseas departments and terr- 
tories, Mr. Lours Le Pensec, has pointed to a “weariness 
with living conditions” similar to that that was mani- 
fested a few months ago in a suburb of Lyon, Vaulx- 
en-Velin. However, the weariness in Reunion seems to 
run much deeper. The island holds the worst record on 
all counts of social inequality. Nearly 35 percent of the 
population of working age 1s unemployed. More than 
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40,000 Reunionese are recipients of the guaranteed 
minimum income (RMI), which was instituted by the 
government to help the poorest segments of society. 
Moreover, an incredible number are known to play the 
lottery and to wager On horse races regularly. 


Violence 1s expressed daily in the news. The daily papers 
are full of chronicles of stabbing deaths, usually the 
result of drunken brawls. Sexual abuse of children occurs 
in three-fourths of the families monitored by the Depart- 
mental Office of Health and Social Action. In Reunion, 
Opulence and destitution exist side by side. 


Serious Inequalities 


For example, the salaries of civil servants holding posts 
in Reunion are more than $3-percent higher than those 
of their counterparts in the mother country; however, the 
official minimum wage scales are 20-percent lower in 
Reunion than in mainland France. 


Before the riots broke out at the beginning of the week, 
local civil servants were planning to strike on Tuesday in 
protest of decisions taken by the government of Mr. 
Michel Rocard seeking to eliminate social inequalities 
by, among oOiher measures, phasing out the so-called 
“high cost of living bonus” that government employees 
receive in Reunion. 


Successive governments of both the left and the right 
have never had the courage to remedy these disparities. 


Only in recent years was official recognition given to the 
very principle of social equality between France's over- 
seas departments and continental France. However, that 
principle is being put into practice in very small incre- 
ments. 


The question, therefore, 1s not why the tinderbox of 


Reunion has exploded, but why the explosion did not 
occur earhier.... 


* PCR Member Blamed for Recent Riots 


YIAROC624 Port Louis LE MAURICTIEN in French 
1 Mar Yi pl 


{Article by y.m.p. “Reunion Communist Party Impli- 
cated in Riots” 


| Text] Reunion’s political figures explicitly and implic- 
itly accused the Reunion Communist Party (PCR) yes- 
terday of being the cause of the violent incidents that 
have claimed eight lives and caused serious damage on 
the French island of Reumion in the Indian Ocean. 


Mr. Jean-Paul Virapoulle, a centrist member of France's 
National Assembly and mayor of Saint-Andre, blamed 
the PCR and affirmed that a former communist candi- 
date in the 1988 canton elections, Mr. Felicien Mal- 
brouck, had played a key role. Mr. Malbrouck was taken 
into police custody Tuesday. 
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Mr. Gilbert Annette, the socialist mayor of Saint-Denis, 
also accused Mr. Malbrouck of having orchestrated the 
disturbances. 


On Wednesday, France’s minister of overseas depart- 
ments and territories, Mr. Louis Le Pensec, had already 
charged that a premeditated attack was involved. 


The riots are reported to have claimed 11 victims thus 
far, according to a new count made by fire fighters and 
published yesterday after the remains of two additional 
victims were discovered in the rubble of one burned-out 
store. 


Because the task of clearing the rubble 1s a difficult one, 
a police source indicated that the violence may have 
taken a much higher toll. 


The store in which the two additional victims were 
found had been looted and burned Monday night, 
resulting in the collapse of an enormous concrete slab. 
According to the fire chief, the blaze may have been 
started by a Molotov cocktail thrown by one of the 
demonstrators who were protesting the authorities’ se- 
zure of the transmitters used by Tele Free Dom, an 
unlicensed television station. 


* Free Dom: ‘Pretext’ To Express Frustrations 


Y)AFOSOGA Port Lows S-PLUS in French 
1-7 Mar 91 pp 7-8 


{Article by Nathalie Arnachellum, special correspondent 
in Reunion: “The Freedom Pretext’, first paragraph 1s 
5-PLUS introduction] 


[Text] The violence took on the appearance of a settling 
of scores between destructive rioters and the rest of the 
population. The streets of Saint-Denis ceased to be safe. 
The demonstrators roamed the city at will, flouting the 
CRS [Republican Security Companies (State Mobile 
Police)} and other police forces patrolling the streets. The 
extent of the damage observed thus far is such that there 
would seem to be almost no military presence at all, and 
yet a considerable force was deployed. Where, indeed, 
were the CRS, that highly rated special intervention 
force? In view of the turn taken by events, one cannot 
help but raise that question. 


Saint-Denis has nearly become a ghost town. The shop- 
ping centers have been closed since Saturday aflernoon. 
Those who still dare to walk down the rue de Paris or the 
rue Marechal Leclerc do so at a hurried pace. It is a reign 
of terror. The place to avoid at all costs 1s Le Barachois, 
where it all began. The fact that the prefect’s office and 
RFO [French Overseas Broadcasting Company] are 
located a few meters away has made Le Barachors an 
emotionally charged symbol. 


It all started with “Free Dom,” a television station that 
enlivens the days of the island's unemployed and other 
poor residents. It had already been several years since 
“Free Dom” was ordered to stop broadcasting, triggering 
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controversy and other protests within the Reunionese 
community. Then the saturation point, the point of 
explosion was reached. There was a very real impression 
of dynamite in the air. The Reunionese let loose their 
anger and revolted in no small way. 


This was not a peaceful demonstration; the time for 
hunger strikes was over. Saturday was a repeat of what 
happened at the same time last year. One thousand 
people gathered in front of the gates to the prefect’s 
office, despite an order prohibiting the demonstration. 
The demonstration was to create enormous traffic jams 
that lasted until about 2300. The crowd continually 
taunted the CRS dressed in combat uniform. A hail of 
stones followed the hail of taunts. The crowd became 
agitated and the situation deteriorated. Then came the 
assault: tear-gas grenades against local grenades. That 
was only the start of several nightmarish days. The 
demonstrators turned into veritable vandals damaging, 
looting, burning, and ransacking everything in their 
path. Most of the so-called demonstrators, it is con- 
Stantly pointed out, were young people. Children 10 
years old formed blockades across streets to prevent cars 
from passing. Cars, shop windows...nothing was left 
untouched. “Ghanty Royal” will have to replace its 
door. Nor was “Bookstore of Reunion” spared. “Score 
Geant” was in danger of going up in flames. These are 
only a few of the barbaric acts committed for the most 
part by supporters of the “anything goes” television 
station. 


Other prime targets for the rioters were journalists. It 
seems that the press 1s their Sete noire. Several journal- 
ists were attacked while performing their jobs. A photog- 
rapher from the newspaper TEMOIGNAGE and an 
RFO cameraman were attacked by the delirious crowd. 
One journalist, Viviane Cadet, was fatally injured in a 
stone-throwing incident. A climate of anxiety and fear 
pervades the island of Reunion. Thus far, eight persons 
have been reported killed, and yet people still go to the 
stores! They are profiteers, helping themselves to goods 
at “Score Geant” without paying for them. It resembles 
those comedy films you see on television (perhaps on 
Tele Free Dom?!!'). Everything is burning and yet you 
see people leaving “Score Geant” with cases of Moet & 
Chandon champagne and backpacks full of stolen food, 
ecstatic over their finds. One brazen man filled a shop- 
ping cart and made his way to his car (a BMW) to load up 
the trunk. For some, this month's food bill will not be 
very high. 


But, the question must be asked, isn’t Tele Free Dom a 
pretext for venting other frustrations that have been 
worsening over a long period of time? Unemployment, it 
must be noted, is running above 20 percent on our sister 
island as compared with 9 percent in mainland France, 
and various allowances and other [guaranteed minimum 
income] are less than those offered in France. Moreover, 
according to certain observers, there is an ethnic dimen- 
sion to these events, 1.e., Creoles versus *Zoreils” (main- 
land French). Others, however, see it as a means for the 
political parties here to settle scores between themselves. 
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It is certain that other problems have blended with the 
problem of Tele Free Dom, a cancer eroding the tran- 
quility of the Reunionese people, thus creating the 
explosion of violence we have been witnessing since 
Saturday. 


The arrival of 150 CRS troops on Monday evening to 
reinforce security gave Saint-Denis the air of a city under 
curfew. In the early hours of Tuesday morning, the 
military troops could be seen on every corner across the 
city. Cafe terraces were deserted. There were no signs of 
life—nothing but tension and the CRS in combat uni- 
form, ready to move into action. On Tuesday evening, 
while Saint-Denis seemed bathed in calm, looting 
occurred in the vicinity of Le Port. The rioters set fire to 
“Score” (one of the island's hypermarkets) and to two 
cars. These incidents give the impression that the 
problem may be spreading to other localities. The arrival 
in Reunion of the minister of overseas departments and 
territories, Mr. Louis Le Pensec, at 0200 Wednesday 
morning should, ordinarily, open the door to dialogue. 


* Camille Sudre Calls Situation ‘Explosive’ 


Y/AFOSO9B Port Lows S8-PLUS in French 
l-? Mar 91 py 


[Text] Camille Sudre, the politician and medical doctor 
who has defied the authorities for several years, has 
broken the silence of his two-day “absence” for an 
interview with journalist Jean-Noel Fortier of the QUO- 
TIDIEN (in the Tuesday, 26 February edition) in which 
he stated that the disturbances are “an expression of 
distress.” To summarize the interview, Camille Sudre 
sees the situation as “extremely serious. The prefect has 
brought Reunion to the brink of social explosion” by 
engaging in provocation when he called in reinforce- 
ments, by prohibiting Saturday's demonstration, and 
finally, by seizing television transmitters. Camille Sudre 
also asserts that “we are al a stage in which a profound 
malaise is being expressed.” “The authorities,” he said, 
“must find the courage to acknowledge the reality of 
things and take responsibility for their acts.” 


On Monday at 1600, Camille Sudre thought he could 
contribute to a restoration of calm: “Freedom [the 
television station] is the symbol of this movement. If 1 
could resume broadcasting, | believe that calm could be 
restored. That is what | am trying to make the prefect 
understand.’ Camille Sudre had not received a response 
from the prefect. 


The Chaudron neighborhood experienced the worst of 11 
all because of “the problems of unemployment, housing, 
and overcrowded conditions. The people of Chaudron 
now have the opportunity to express themselves.” Sudre 
considers the politicians “irresponsible” and deplores 
the fact that he has been accused “of inciting people to 
engage in a violent demonstration.” Moreover, he does 
not feel in the least bit responsible for what has hap- 
pened. “We are not the ones who started the hostilities. 
When the prefect ordered the seizure, he took unreason- 
able risks.... The population's feeling 1s that the prefect 
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wanted to sow disorder.... | am convinced that there will 
be no choice but to allow broadcasting to resume.” 
Camille Sudre also stated that he is “willing to meet with 
the demonstrators, if necessary. | am ready to help the 
prefect extinguish the fire that he himself started.... In 
any event, the authorities will have to make concessions. 
And give these young people the impression of having 
won something.” Finally, Camille Sudre does not envi- 
sion resigning from his post, because he was “elected by 
the population, not by the city council.” 


SENEGAL 


* Conflicts Reflect ‘Disastrous’ Foreign Policy 
Y1AFU6824A Dakar FAGARU in French Jan Y1 p 2 


[Article by Ousseynou Faye: “Abdou Diouf’s Three 
Wars”’] 


[Text] The death of student Idrissa Sagna on |! January 
1980 in connection with the strike in Ziguinchor’s sec- 
ondary and middle schools marked the beginning of a 
period of unprecedented violence in this country. The 
bloody repression that descended on the authors of the 
coup d'etat in Gambia in July 1981, the spiral of 
economic violence that resulted from depriving half the 
workers of their jobs, price inflation, and the continuous 
cutbacks in civil service employment are the distinctive 
features of Abdou Diouf’s administration. Physical vio- 
lence reflecting the repeated failure of maneuvers to 
make Senegalese citizens toe the line is revealed on 
another level as being one of the golden rules guiding the 
UP’S-P"S" [Senegalese *“*Progressive’’ Union- 
“Socialist” Party] regime [quotation marks as pub- 
lished]. But the outbreak and/or causing of armed con- 
flicts within the territory and with neighboring countries 
provides eloquent proof of the disastrous course of 
political life in Senegal. The year 1990 was a particularly 
active period as regards the deterioration of the current 
regime's system of foreign relations and internal “polit- 
ical peace.’ The fact is that Abdou Diouf is managing 
three war fronts simultaneously. 


Latent Warfare in the North 


Following the steady deterioration of economic relations 
between Senegal and Mauritania that was taking place 
even before the pogroms of April 1989, the war between 
the two partners in the OMVS [Senegal River Develop- 
ment Organization] underscores the whetting of appe- 
tites in response to dreams of what will be once the dam 
is built. To some extent, this is the direct result of a shift 
in the geopolitical relations of the Nouakchott govern- 
ment, which bases its action on the dynamics of the Arab 
world and also on the laxity of the U"P''S-P"S” regime. 


The war of harassment and the massive and repeated 
expulsions of black African inhabitants that have been 
undertaken by the Nouakchott government continue to 
mark the tense situation on the northern border. The 
consequence 1s the inevitable lengthening of the list of 
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dead, wounded, widows and widowers, the drop in cereal 
and fishing production, and so on. No significant 
response in the direction of a concerted and judicious 
settlement of the Senegalese-Mauritanian disagreement 
has been forthcoming from the U“P"’S-P"S” govern- 
ment. As a result, the lack of security for the inhabitants 
of the Fleuve Region and violations of the integrity of 
Senegalese territory continue to be daily challenges 
thrown in the face of the regime. 


‘Lightning War’ in the South 

Another challenge, this one from Guinea-Bissau, 
resulted in an armed confrontation between the military 
forces of Dakar and Bissau on 19 May 1990. Of short 
duration, that encounter was apparently won by the 
Senegalese Army, which set up the theater of military 
operations at least 40 kilometers inside Guinea-Bissau 
on 21 May 1990. This tempts one to use the phrase 
“lightning war” to describe that poor man’s fight. 


Dirty War in Casamance 


The disagreement over delimitation of the maritime 
territories of the two countries—with offshore petroleum 
as the stakes—the difficulties encountered in their coop- 
eration to suppress the “separatist” movement in Casa- 
mance, and the atavistic laxity of Abdou Diouf’s regime 
are certainly the immediate causes of this war. 


The confrontation, whose immediate effects were the 
evacuation of several villagers to Ziguinchor and Ous- 
souye, the destruction of their real and personal prop- 
erty, and the procession of wounded, did not lead to an 
irreversible defusing of tension. On the contrary, the 
difficulties involved in implementing the agreements to 
combat “subversion” by the MFDC [Movement of the 
Democratic Forces of Casamance] are still contributing 
to continued touchiness and suspicion in the atmosphere 
surrounding relations between the two countries. 


The protest movement begun by the inhabitants of the 
city of Ziguinchor and its satellite villages to demand 
their right to the city and to the protection of their 
specific interests came out into the open on 29 December 
1982, and its result in 1990 was a dirty war between 
Senegalese civilians and members of the armed forces. 


That dispute, which could have been completely con- 
trolled with the implementation of corrective measures 
of an economic, social, cultural, and administrative 
nature, spread to middle Casamance and involved indi- 
viduals belonging to the various components of the local 
ethnic microcosm. In 1990 Atika, the MFDC's armed 
branch, revealed the breadth and depth of the advances 
made in organizing and conducting the struggle. 


Promoting Peace 


The “separatist™ movement's confrontational logic, 
which is what underlies that progress, 1s colliding with 
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that of the government. The tangible result is the esca- 
lation witnessed this year. That escalation is being man- 
ifested in the following: the destruction of villages, a 
geometric increase in the number of dead and wounded, 
a massive exodus by the population inside and outside 
Casamance, a reduction in work time and in the agricul- 
tural area utilized, general stress on the part of the 
inhabitants, and so on. 


Extinguishing those three centers of warfare is a major 
imperative for the social forces of the country and 
subregion. 


Those three armed conflicts are having negative effects. 
Deteriorating living conditions for the Senegalese as a 
result of the implications of the war effort being 
demanded by the Dakar government, the danger that 
national construction will be disrupted, and the danger 
that the network of subregional solidarity will be broken 
up come to mind as being the most significant conse- 
quences. Respecting the right to a good-quality life, 
respecting cultural and national identities, and linking 
them to the urgent need to bring victory to the ideals of 
militant pan-Africanism at a time when integration 
policies are being successful are the main stakes in the 
search for peace inside and outside the country, with 
dialogue being the preferred weapon for settling con- 
flicts. 


lt us therefore urgent not to give the U"P'S-P"S” gov- 
ernment freedom to implement its clumsy political 
mancuvers as it wishes, since they have succeeded only 
in producing a bad policy for resolving the three con- 
flicts. The political parties, the democratic mass organi- 
zations, and the leaders and opinion makers must act in 
such a way as to create a suitable balance of power that 
will force the government to give up its exclusive man- 
agement of those disagreements. The year 1991 must be 
the year of regained peace so that the last decade of the 
20th century will become the turning point in our 
country’s bungling of its integration into the dynamics of 
greater progress already prefiguring the course of the 
third millenium. 


* Low Voter Turnout ‘Victory’ for Opposition 
YIAFOOS2B Dakar FAGARU in French Dec 90 pp 1-2 


[Editorial by Mbaye Diack: “Sacrificing Everything for 
Democracy” } 


[Text] In the presidential and legislative elections of 
1988, the Senegalese voted massively and by a majority 
in favor of the opposition. Abdou Diouf, using the armed 
forces, the Gendarmerie, and the police and benefiting 
from the complicity of certain high magistrates, seized 
power. It was an electoral coup d'etat that was decried 
everywhere in Senegal and abroad and one that plunged 
the country into a moral and political crisis whose effects 
on the conduct of affairs are still being felt. Since then, 
the legitimacy of the institutions (president of the 
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republic, National Assembly, and so on) resulting from 
those elections has been the subject of a debate that 1s far 
from over. 


To evade the issue, the usurping power, aware that 11 1s 
being rejected, hoped to use the municipal and rural 
elections to make people forget the coup d'etat. Those 
elections were arbitrarily postponed for a year to enable 
the “Socialist” Party, which was being racked by mortal 
dissension, to recover its unity, and they finally took 
place on 25 November 1990. 


That maneuver failed in turn because the Senegalese, 
who had voted with full knowledge of the facts in 1988, 
again rejected Diouf's regime, this time in an even more 
stinging manner. Fewer than 20 percent of the nation’s 
voters cast their ballots. This means that the people 
responded to the call for a boycott that was issued by the 
Opposition groups constituting Conacpo [National Con- 
ference of Opposition Party Leaders]. Money, pressure, 
and threats were ineffective. The discontent was 
expressed, and very loudly. The Senegalese want nothing 
more to do with the current government. 


The opposition therefore won those municipal and rural 
elections. 


This means that the municipal and rural councils 
appointed by the “Socialist” Party and the Ministry of 
Interior will join Abdou Diouf and his National 
Assembly in illegitimacy. From now on, all the powers 
that should have issued from the people have been 
usurped and can therefore no longer be recognized by the 
people. So on one side we have the usurpers and the 
minority that follows them, and on the other we have the 
people and their legitimate representatives, who are the 
leaders of the Conacpo parties, among others. This 
constitutes a genuine partitioning of the country. That ts 
a pity! Senegal, once a country of peace and fraternal 
understanding, has now become a powder keg of vio- 
lence, hatred, resentment, and venom through the fault 
of a man who has blind and inordinate ambitions and 
who 1s power hungry to the bone. 


The clanking of weapons on the northern and southern 
borders and in Casamance provides a mourntul chorus 
to the detonating tear-gas canisters aimed at choking off 
the people's cries for freedom. Never has our country 
been this threatened by both implosion and explosion. 


Aware of the situation, Conacpo has sounded the alarm 
more than once. The proposals, all of which are aimed at 
preventing the worst, are reasonable and acceptable: 


1. Revision of the Election Code. 
2. Genuine access by the opposition to the state media. 


3. The setting up of a transitional government respon- 
sible for organizing presidential and legislative elections. 


No democrat can do anything but accept those proposals 
enthusiastically. But the “Socialist” Party ts not a party 
of democrats. It 1s a rallying of men who know only 


FBIS-AFR-91-056-S 
22 March 1991 


violence and believe only in violence. Beginning now, 
the people must gird up their loins more completely and 
Strengthen their unity within Conacpo. Conacpo must 
perfect its organization and come up with more mgorous 
watchwords. That is what the masses expect. The general 
Strike actions being contemplated by the autonomous 
unions must be supported despite the cancellation—tor 
electoral reasons—of the “supplementary IRPP”™ [per- 
sonal income tax], and moreover, that cancellation must 
be followed by a complete refund of the amounts already 
withheld. 


Another general strike, this time at the request of the 
parties belonging to Conacpo, 1s to take place on the very 
near future. It wall involve all sectors of the nation and 
must last until] Abdou Diouf accepts Conacpo’s plat- 
form. Democracy 1s a right for whose attainment 11 1s a 
right and a duty to sacrifice everything. 


* Charges of Bribery by High-Level Judiciary 


* Judges’ Decisions Probed 
YI AFU0684A Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
6 Dec W pS 


{Article by Demba Ndiaye: “The Judges’ Tontine™’} 


| Text] “Instead of the Court Record Office. they should 
have established a bank.” While that jest, which 1s 
attributed to former Minister of State Jean Collin, 
underscores the large amount of money passing through 
the Dakar Record Office, its implementation would not 
have changed anything, considering what Sencgal’s 
banks, bled white by bad debtors, have become. The 
plunderers of banks are usually recruited from among 
racketeers, politicians, and dishonest marabouts. It's 
business, as the saying goes. In this case, it 1s high-level 
judges, the guarantors of our Constitution and of respect 
for the law, who are named as being involved in financial 
deals. Here are the facts. In a report published in SUD 
HEBDO No. 99 at the start of April 1990 under the 
headline “Justice Below [as published] All Suspicion.” 
we unearthed the “scandal” at the Court Record Office 
involving the disappearance of | bilhon CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs. When questioned by the 
presiding judge at the request of the minister of justice 
(Seydou Madani Sy at the time), the former registrar, 
Yaya Diarra, reportedly said that “no judge owes him 
any money.” In the light of current information, all 
indications are that Diarra was “protecting” his debtors. 
The information we have implicates high-level judges in 
our judicial system. For example, a prominent person on 
the Supreme Court reportedly owes 55 million CFA 
francs to the Record Office, and a judge on that same 


court, an individual considered to be a personal trend of 


the former registrar, reportedly contracted a debt of 46 
million CFA francs and 1s now said to be putting 
pressure on the physician treating Diarra—who 1s hos- 
pitalized in the special ward—to release him. The cur- 
rent public prosecutor for a region in the center of the 
country 18 also on the list of bad debtors (7 million CFA 
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francs), as 1s the presiding judge of a departmental court 
(11 millon), and another judge who until recently was a 
member of the Court of Appeal (over 10 millon). 
Incidentally, the latier was removed from that court for 
proven bribery and assigned to the Court of Budget 
Discipline. Acting in concert with a high-level yudge on 
the Court of Appeal, he was reportedly paid 25 millon 
CFA francs by check in Connection with a case involving 
a Lebanese family. 


Less serious 1s the fact that certain law offices owe the 
Record Office money. Three such offices, including one 
very close to the local opposition, owe 44 milhon CFA 
francs and 16 milhon CFA francs, respectively [as pub- 
lished], while a judge on the Supreme Court owes a 
trifling 6 milhon CFA francs 


In all, 225 milhon CFA francs have been “borrowed” 
within the precincts of the former Law Courts, which are 
sull collapsing under the weight of debts. 


Oddly enough, Yaya Diarra has not been questioned 
about what 1s being discreetly called the “bottomless pit 
in the Record Office.” Instead, 1 was a matter con- 
cerning a deposit of some 120 millon CFA frances by 
attorney Nicholas Mbaye, a former notary in Dakar who 
was in trouble with the law, that got the former registrar 
taken into custody. Another odd circumstance 1s that 
Diarra, who got to the office of the examining magistrate 
“on his own two feet,” left that office to go directly to the 
special ward at Le Dantec Hospital where sick prisoners 
are treated. That spared him a stopover at Rebeuss 
Prison 


* Registrar Duties Explained 


Y¥/ AF 06844 Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
6 Dec Wp s 


{Article by Baba Diop: “The Registrar's Funds” } 


| Text} At the Law Courts, the registrar 1s the institution's 
superintendent of finance. The minutes of court deci- 
sions and statements concerning procedure pass through 
his office, which 1s known as the Record Office. For 
every case entered, the attorney concerned pays fees and 
costs to the Record Office. The Record Office has even 
gone so far as to institute a deposit system under which 
attorneys are required to deposit money in the form of a 
bond. To obtain a copy of a police record, one must 
apply to the Record Office. For every case brought 
before the court, the Record Office charges a fee of about 
6 percent based on a very complex sliding scale. 


Because of the volume of cases handled, the result 1s a 
colossal sum of money. The chief registrar is therefore a 
powerful man in that judicial institution. He handles a 
lot of money. He can also “do favors.” The possibilities 
for enrichment over and above the commissions he 
receives for each case handled and his salary as a 
government official are numerous. In a report on “Jus- 
tice Above All Suspicion” that was published on S April 
1990. SUD HEBDO revealed a case of dishonesty in the 
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Recoru ‘(fice that had poisoned life im the public 


prosecutor's office. So the Record Office plays the role of 


a deposit bank. 


* No Inquiry Into Charges 
91 4FU684C Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
6 Dec Wp 5 


{Article by Babacar Toure: “Between Independence and 
Money” ] 


[Text] Asserting the principle of an independent judi- 
ciary in a State of law or, to be more precise, in a Country 
like ours, which draws the substance of its rule of law 
from the tradition of the liberal democracies, depends 
upon the assumption that the courts—that 1s. the 
judges—are situated in a position of independence with 
respect to the political power. That 1s the exact Opposite 
of a system of unified power, which assigns an essential 
role to the executive branch and in which justice 1s 
exercised within the state in accordance with the inter- 
ests and options of the political power. 


It wall be recognized that the above statement under- 
scores the first level of meaning contained in the prin- 
ciple of an independent judiciary. At a second level. that 
independence 1s viewed in relation to all the other 
powers in society: those formally organized. those 
existing informally, and even those existing diffusely 
throughout the environment 


The power of money 1s not the least of all the threats to 
a judge's independence. And it 1s from that standpoint 
that the Yaya Diarra affair and the famous check that 
passed through the hands of certain judges on the Court 
of Appeal seriously pose the problem of the iundepen- 
dence of judges in our country. 


In the days since that scandal became known—and even 
much longer than that—the Senegalese have been asking 
themselves, and mghtfully so. how much faith they 
should place in the principle of an independent judi- 
ciary—a sacrosanct rule in the national Constitution 
Some of our compatriots say that in some places, our 
country’s courts are corrupt and controlled by the power 
of money. That assessment is not completely false. But 
one cannot flatly state that Senegalese pustice rs Corrupt. 
It 1s true, however, that certain highly placed officials in 
the pudicial hierarchy sometimes behave in ways that are 
unorthodox and unacceptable for a judge. And that 
behavior inevitably rubs off on the pudiciary as a whole, 
most of whose members still retain their complete integ- 
rity as pudges. The only problem 1s that it 1s becoming 
more and more difficult to separate the wheat from the 
chaff. Here as well as elsewhere. 


The problem is serious. Some judges admit this in 
private. Others, on the other hand, wonder why there are 
sO many attacks on their profession. As though theirs 
were the only corporate body to have black sheep. It 
certainly 1s not. But the problem becomes more worrying 
in the case of the courts in that the judicial branch. 
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according to certain legal theorists, 1s one of those 
institutions on which the noble edifice of democracy and 
the primacy of law are built 


In the Yaya Diarra affair, the absence of sanctions 
against the guilty parties adds to the seriousness of the 
case. In this case, the power to punish belongs to the 
political power, which 1s still closing its eyes as though 
this were One case in which burying one’s head in the 
sand would somehow help restore the considerably 
weakened credibility of pustice in Senegal. Honest judges 
should face up to the political power’s failure to act and 
take the imitiative in uniting to guarantee the indepen- 
dence of the judiciary. Why does the Senegal Union of 
Magistrates (U'mes) not call for an internal investigation 
to bring the facts in the Yaya Diarra affair completely 
into the open” The judicial institution would definitely 
gain in credibility as a result. The power to punish finds 
its Support in the idea that the president of the republic. 
as chairman of the High Council of the Judiciary. 1s 
guarantor of the independence of that authority and 
guardian of individual freedoms [passage mussing]} 
ensure respect for that principle. In the opimion of some 
judges, this 1s the same as saying that the chief executive 
18 guarantor of the freedom of the citizens, hence the 
conclusion that the executive branch exercises strong 
supervision over the judiciary branch, thus alienating the 
latter's independence. It 1s added that the independence 
of judges 1s made even more tragile by the appointment 
of temporary judges—a roundabout way of undermining 
the principle of the irremovability of judges. 


The ease with which judges are transferred therefore 
constitutes a warning to judges thinking of not behaving 
in accordance with the interests and options of the 
political power. Considering that the executive branch 
controls the legislative branch in our country, it 1s to be 
feared that the executive will not provide the judiciary 
with an adequate budget for fulfilling its mission in a 
normal and independent manner. 


Many Senegalese are convinced that judges are too well 
paid. If one ventures to make a superficial comparison 
between their pay and that of all the other professional 
groups in this country, one may well reach that conclu- 
sion. But there 1s good reason to see things in perspec- 
tive: the pay received by pudges, considering the number 
of financial and economic cases they deal with daily and 
what 1s al stake in those cases, 1s mdiculously low. While 
not justifying corruption and negligence on the part of 
some judges, that process of striking a balance between 
pay and the cases dealt with may explain a lot of things 


That is the context in which one should interpret and 
resituate the scandals involving Yaya Diarra. the check 
to the Court of Appeal, and other cases already known or 
to still to come, all of which are weakening the entire 
credibility of justice in our country 


One question arises: can One expect significant progress 
in the safeguarding of democracy and the reign of law in 
a State whose citizens, or at least most of them, nghtly or 


FBIS-AFR-91-056-S 
22 March 1991 


wrongly. believe that some judges and lawyers take 
orders from the political power and base their decisions 
or the pleading of their cases on the figures strung 
together on a check” Or on loans of which there 1s no 
written record’ 


* Ex-Registrar: No Wrongdoing 
YIAFU684D Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
6 Dec Wp § 


{Article by Demba Ndiaye: “Sacrificial Lamb?" 


[Text] “lI can pride myself on being the best registrar in 
Senegal.” It 1s difficult to classify this myopic little old 
man with the big eyeglasses under the heading of 
“embezzier.” At the rear of the special ward at Le Dantec 
Hospital, where he 1s “in custody,” the former registrar 
of Dakar, Yaya Diarra, displays the serenity of a man 
who has nothing to reproach himself with. “It's a cabal 
that was pul together against me. They want to get nd of 
some people, and they want me to be the instrument.” 
The affair of the Dakar Record Office (see SUD HEBDO 
No. 99. 5 April 1990) keeps popping up. All indications 
are that the authorities are wavering between the desire 
to get a clear picture of that “bank's” accounts and the 
tear of digging up some embarrassing corpses. Yaya 
Diarra denies everything: concerning the Nicolas Mbaye 
affair, he did not even see the color of the money: “it was 
not even a bond, but a civil deposit, which he himself 
made at the Registration Office, not the Record Office. 
Because he was being threatened with a lawsuit, creditors 
decided to seize his property.” 


Concerning a list of debtor pudges (see the article above). 
Diarra says flatly: “That's false’ That list does not exrst"™ 
According to him, the affair goes back a long way to the 
days of Jean Collin, who allegedly even wrote to him to 
ask if there was anything to those “rumors.” According 
to Diarra, the matter is a simple one: “I came to the 
Record Office in 1974: | retired on 30 September 1988, 
and they did not give me time to draw up a balance 
sheet—they stole my records.” But why, then, was he the 
object of a lawsuit’ “| am a poor victim.” He says he 1s 
simply the victim of a setthng of accounts allegedly 
taking piace at the highest level. A certain official in the 
Ministry of Justice 1s said to have played a mayor role in 
bringing it about. “l am a member of the PS [Socialist 
Party}, | am a prominent person in Casamance, and | do 
not have any special ties to people in the opposition.” 


This matter of the Dakar Record Office 1s far from over. 
Diarra 1s determined not to be the sacrificial lamb. Ata 
time when the key word in Senegal us transparence. 
complete light must be shed on this affair. If individuals 
have borrowed money belonging to the Record Office. 
they must repay it like any other debtor. Meanwhile, a 
former associate of Diarra’s 1s in a deplorable social 
situation: he 1s threatened with eviction from his apart- 
ment, Senelec [Senegalese Electric Energy Distribution 
Company] 1s hounding him to pay his bills, and on the 
day when we went to visit him, he confided to us: “I was 
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forced to sell my daughter's dictionary so we could cat.” 
The unanimous opimon is that Diarra 1s a decent man. 
Translated into our context, he would go out of his way 
to be helpful. Without being stingy. 


* Details on Secessionist Situation in Casamance 


* Separatists Sentenced 
91 4F07424 Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
IS Jan Yl po 


{Article by Joseph Lopy: “Clemency for Four Penitent 
Separatists” | 


[Text] Repentance and clemency: Those were the two 
key words in the so-called separatist tral on the Ziguin- 
chor criminal court's docket to judge Moussa Dieme, 
Bacary Niassy, Lansana Niassy, and Yankhoba Dhatta. 
The four were charged with belonging to an illegal 
organization, specifically the MFDC (Movement of the 
Democratic Forces of Casamance). that has already 
caused much ink and saliva to flow—as well as much, if 
not too much, blood. 


The first three were arrested after the agents of the 
Diouloulou gendarmery brigade received a message that 
the men had paid dues to the terrorists of the MFDC on 
10 June, 1990. 


Arrested in their respective homes in Kafountine on 7 
August, 1990. Lansana Niassy and Bacary Nuassy 
acknowledged having indeed paid 500 francs [Fr] each, 
for the benefit of the MFDC, to the treasurer of the local 
division, Moussa Sane, on 10 June. But they also has- 
tened to inform the gendarmes that they had resigned 
from the movement and turned over their slips to local 
authorities since the beginning of the educational cam- 
paign initiated by the military government. 


Moussa Dieme did not deny the acts for which he was 
charged either, but pointed out that his last contribution 
had been made in April of 1990 and that, in addition, 
like the others, he had separated himself from the 
movement by turning in his ship to local authorities. 


There was one constant in the defendents’ statements: It 
was through ignorance that they had let themselves be 
drawn into servitude to the MFDC by Mr. Moussa Sane. 
The latter, moreover, was arrested in Ziguinchor by 
security forces while in town to remit the contributions 
to a movement leader. 


According to the defendents, Moussa Sane had hinted 
that the independence of Casamance was imminent, and 
that those who had not supported the MF DC would be 
expelled or killed. 


That is the same sort of thing that Yankhoba Diatte of 
Dianah village was told. Mr. Diatte was contacted by 
Bourama Sonko, who also was arrested by security 
forces. Unlike his three co-defendents, Yankhoba, 
though he did not frequent the resistance movement, has 
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a 19-year-old son in it for whom he rejects responsibility. 
For when his son left to join the Casamance Armed 
Forces (FAC) of the MFDC, he had told him that he was 
going to look for work in town. 


Of the four defendants, only Moussa Dieme appeared in 
court a free man, having been temporarily released on 27 
October 1990. His last contribution had been made in 
April and he had broken with the movement from the 
very first hours of the educational program conducted by 
the authorities. So only Lansana Niassy, Bacary Niassy, 
and Yankhoba Diatta had remained in prison since 18 
August 1990. the date on which they were placed under 
committal order. 


Moreover, in this matter the government Commissioner 
had declined to proceed with the case, turning it Over to 
the Ziguinchor prosecutor's office, which instituted pro- 
ceedings and entered it as a flagrante delicto. Several 
pieces of information, however, were missing from the 
file, requiring it to be sent back several times before the 
case was accepted. 


Al the hearings, the defendants admitted making finan- 
cial contributions and participating in meetings, while 
pointing Out that they had broken with the movement. 
Consequently, the prosecutor's office simply asked that 
the law be enforced. 


The attorney Boubacar Badji, who defended the four 
men, went straight to the point, pleading that the case be 
considered trom a social, rather than legal, standpoint. 
“My chents.” he said, “have admitted the facts, but have 
pointed out that they distanced themselves from the 
movement, which they frequented through ignorance.” 


In the attorney Badji's view, the separatism issue 1s 
moving in the right direction, with many lost sheep 
returning to the fold since the educational campaign 
conducted by authorities [began]. “The defendants’ 
repentence,” he added, “1s equal to the clemency of the 
authorities who, if the law 1s applied benevolently to 
these clhents, will find them to be worthy ‘ambassadors,’ 
who will carry the message to their other brothers gone 
astray, so that they too will return to the right path.” 


The court in its mercy sentenced the defendants, after 
declaring them guilty, to six months in prison with 
suspended sentences 


* ‘Disinformation’ on Tourism 
YIAFO742B Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 8 Jan YI p 7 


{Article by Moussa Sadio: “Jacques Baudin 


Denounces....”’] 


[Text] During the press conference given by Mr. Jacques 
Baudin last Friday at the Savana Hotel, attention cen- 
tered on the disinformation about the security situation 
in the Ziguinchor region 
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We are the victims of a disinformation plot kept alive at 
certain levels (tour Operators, travel companies, etc.),” 
the minister of tourism and nature protection told 
reporters. 


“This disinformation,” he said, “perpetrated for igno- 
minious reasons has caused tourism in the Ziguinchor 
region to falter, so great is the hesitation of certain 
investors to come to that southern part of Senegal. It 1s a 
region that is a veritable magnet for tourism, considering 
its immense potential in that industry. Moreover, it 1s 
the third-ranking tourist region in Senegal, and generates 
nearly 6 billion CFA [African Financial Community] 
francs [Fr] in foreign currency, despite the fact that its 
touristic wealth has so far not been exploited as it 
should.” 


In the minister's view, comments suggesting that the 
safety of persons and property is threatened in the 
Zigunchor region, especially in tourist facilities, do not 
reflect reality. This 1s proved by the fact that the hotel 
occupancy rate is currently 90 percent, except for “Le 
Diola.”’ The number of tourists in that hotel has dropped 
because its clients, the majority of whom are hunters, are 
currently uninterested in making the trip because 
hunting season in the area 1s over. 


As for the drops in occupancy rates noted in some hotels, 
they are due to the fact that the hotels are concerned 
about the basic needs, particularly the communications 
needs, of tourists. “Hoteliers must,” said Mr. Jacques 
Baudin, “agree to play the game, in the sense of pro- 
moting their tourist businesses.” 


He therefore called on those who are destabilizing our 
tourist: industry—particularly the “Senegal” destina- 
tion—to show more intellectual honesty. “For.” he 
added, “if the situation were as drastic as it 1s painted, 
the president of the republic, Abdou Diouf, would not 
risk Opening the tourist facilities in the Ziguinchor 
region.” 


“If the Ziguinchor region were really at war, why would 
French managers, among others, stay there any longer?” 
he wondered aloud, convinced that the foreigners are not 
suicidal. According to the minister, there are certainly 
some risks in Casamance, but they are being managed, 
contrary to what is suggested by exaggerated reports 
about the security situation in the region. 


He denounced, in passing, the harassment suffered by 
tourists traveling through Gambian territory, while reaf- 
firming that he will use every possible means, including 
diplomatic ones, to develop Senegalese tourism. 


The Blackmail of Tour Operators 


However, the minister acknowledged that Senegal has 
not yet gained control of the necessary conditions for 
developing its tourism, due to its past and present 
dependence on outside, exogenous factors. One such 1s 
transportion, whose overall pattern 1s not determined by 
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our country. That is the primary reason why, for finan- 
cial reasons, tourists skip over the “Senegal” destination 
in favor of other spots. “Hence the necessity, the urgency 
even, of controlling the flow of tourists in the future, 
Starting with the multinational air travel companies,” he 
added. 


In addition, Mr. Baudin said there was reason to take 
steps to free tourism from its dependency on travel 
companies. “That means we must grab the bull by the 
horns, because the “Tour Operators’ lock must be 
broken. Immense propaganda resources are vital for 
making the tourist independent in his choice of destina- 
tion,” he said. 


As far as projects are concerned, he cited the so-called 
“century” project involving the construction of a 400- to 
$00-room village, with two golf courses and three five- 
star hotels. The project will enable Senegal to penetrate 
the Japanese golf world, by giving it the opportunity to 
make sales of 200 billion. It will also make us less 
dependent on tourist promotion. 


Another subject that captured attention during Mr 
Jacques Baudin’s press conference was [the need to] 
counterbalance the promotional trend favoring seaside 
tourism at the expense of “integrated” rural tourism. 
The ministry would like to see the federation of camping 
promoters benefit from the support of tour operators as 
well. 


To give these integrated-facility rural camping grounds 
the greatest chance of making headway, the minister 
Suggested granting them a subsidy. However, he 
expressed his wish that the tourist campgrounds better 
organize themselves into a federation, so as to manage 
more efficiently the funds that will be allocated to them. 
and to develop adventure tourism tn a more harmonious 
way 


SOUTH AFRICA 


* Black Local Authorities: Finances ‘in Chaos’ 


YI) ALOTS7D Johanneshure CITY PRESS in kEnelish 
lO keh Yl p2 


[Text] Widespread irregularities in government depart- 
ments have been revealed in the auditor-general’s report 
tabled this week 


Among the more disturbing findings are that the finances 
of black local authorities are chaotic and that this 
important level of government warrants serious altten- 
tion 


There has been a disturbing failure by the local author- 
ities to Comply with legal provisions. The books and 
accounts for the financial years 1989 and 1990 have not 
yet been closed and prepared for auditing, while some 
accounts for 1987 and 1988 have also not been finalised, 
according to Attorney-General Peter Wronsley 
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Audit observations on local authorities for the provinces 
include: 


¢ Tranvaal: Rates of revenue are not adjusted regularly. 
Many charges are too low and trading services are run 
at a loss. Some local authorities introduced a levy 
system in which a fixed monthly charge 1s raised, 
irrespective of the quantity of water or electricity 
consumed 


Cape: Local authorities do not have skilled staff to 
attend to all aspects of functions such as keeping, closing 
and balancing of tinal accounts and drawing up financial 
Statements. 


Natal: Finance tor the activities of black local authorities 
iS 10 @ large extent obtained from the Natal Provincial 
Administration. As the houses in local authorities areas 
are Owned by the state, the tax base 1s too narrow to 
generate adequate revenue 


Free State: The requisite balancing of registers and 
reconciliations to detect and rectify errors timeously 
have not been done. Since financial statements could not 
be drawn up, no audit opinion of the financial position 
of these local authorities could be expressed. 


In his report on general affairs Wronsley pointed to an 
unauthorised expenditure totalling R [rupees] 33.8- 
million, including R17.2-million by the Department of 
Education and Traming, R14.9-million by the Depart- 
ment of Transport and R1.5-million by the Prisons 
Department 


ZIMBABWE 


* Mugabe Calls for Review of Noninterference 


YIAFKOOSTA Harare THE WHERALD in Enelish 
lI? Jan Yipl 


{Article “Call To Review Doctrine of Non-interference 
in Internal Affairs of Other States” | 


[Excerpt] Accra—President Mugabe has called for a 
review of the doctrine of non-interference in the internal 
affairs of other countries, especially where governments 
have lost the ability to resolve conflicts, such as in 
Liberia 


He told a Press conference in Accra, Ghana, on Tuesday 
night that where governments could no longer end or 
control conflicts, causing their people considerable sut- 
fering, neighbouring countries should be allowed to 
intervene to end the conflict 


He would support any move at the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU] for a rethink on the subject. Both 
the United Nations and OAU have provisions on non- 
interference in their charters 


However, there were situations, such as that in Liberia, 
where governments lost their ability to resolve conflicts 
leading to much carnage and suffering 
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Cde. Mugabe commended the Economic Community of 
West African States for bringing Liberia to normality. 


Five West African states—Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone. 
Gambia and Guinea—sent troops to Liberia to halt the 
carnage. 


Cde. Mugabe said that it was difficult to demarcate when 
outside interference should take place. [passage omitted] 


* Minister Explains Disagreement With De Beers 
YIAFO781B Harare THRE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 25 Jan 91 pl 


{Article by Mark Chavunduka: “Minister Joins Ranch 
River Diamond Row, De Beers Asked To Quit”: first 
paragraph is THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE introduc- 
tion} 


[Text] Zimbabwe's Minister of Mines, Mr. Chris 
Andersen, yesterday defended government's move to 
cancel diamond mining claims held near Beitbridge by 
the South African mining conglomerate, De Beers, 
saying that this country could not give up its laws for the 
convenience of that company. 


Minister Andersen said that if De Beers maintained its 
intransigent and inflexible stance, and was not prepared 
to abide by Zimbabwe's mining laws, then it should 
surrender the claims and give way for other developers to 
mine the claims 


In an interview, Mr. Andersen, however, emphasised 
that the move was not political, but purely economic, 
and that government continued to encourage and sup- 
port investment in the mining industry. De Beers, he 
said, was given the right to mine the claims at Ranch 
River—not the right to sit on them and thereby prevent 
other firms from exploiting diamonds. 


“| must emphasise that this 1s not an expropriation. It 1s 
simply a quest of ensuring the orderly development ot 
our mining potential. So this 1s purely an economic 
decision which has been forced upon us by De Beers’ 
intransigence.” 


The Zimbabwe Ministry of Mines earlier this week said 
that, it was making moves to cancel diamond claims held 
at Ranch River by De Beers, because the group had 
failed to develop them 


De Beers has been reluctant to develop the claims, which 
are actually held by one of its subsidiaries, Kimberlitic 
Searches Limited, because it wants all diamonds pro- 
duced to be sold to its own agency, Central Selling 
Organisation (CSQ), by the Minerals Marketing Corpo- 
ration of Zimbabwe [MMC Z]. 


But mining laws in Zimbabwe require that all minerals, 
except gold, be sold by the MMCZ. De Beers also 
reyected a proposal by the MMC Z that it should have the 
option to retain or repurchase a portion of the diamonds 
produced for the benefit of Zimbabwe's diamond cutting 
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industry, yet it had similar arrangements with producers 
in South Africa and Australia. 


De Beers this week described Zimbabwe's position as 
regrettable, saying that Zimbabwe's diamond potential 
would be developed more successfully if it took advan- 
tage of its experience in diamond mining and its single- 
channel marketing system, which it said had been the 
key factor behind the stability of the international dia- 
mond industry. 


Minister Andersen said that when his ministry grants a 
mining ttle, it expects the holder to mine, provided that 
the mineral 1s viable. When the mineral is not viable due 
to price Or any Other reason, the ministry obviously did 
not expect the holder to mine. 


“If they are not prepared to do so when the mineral 1s 
viable, then that would be detrimental to the economy 
and it 1s necessary for us to take action. It 1s in this 
context that we have had to consider the attitude that De 
Beers has adopted. The Ranch River claims are viable. 
therefore they should be mined.” 


He said that negotiations had taken place between De 
Beers and the MMC Z, with the latter having adopted a 
very reasonable attitude, and had appreciated the bene- 
fits of dealing through the CSO. 


But the CSO only bought rough diamonds, and the 
MMCZ wanted to benefit the local diamond-cutting 
industry by retaining a portion of the diamonds from 
Ranch River—a proposition which De Beer's was not 
prepared to entertain. 


He noted that the benefits of dealing with De Beer's and 
its CSO would be those of an assured market, help from 
them in setting up Zimbabwe's own diamond-cutting 
industry, and thirdly that they would embark on a 
considerable exploration for other diamonds. 


However, he commented: “These benefits have been 
very carefully considered, and we do not believe that we 
would have difficulty in marketing the diamonds to 
advantage, going by the experience of Australians, whom 
the MMCZ has been speaking to. 


“In addition to that, the Australians have indicated that 
they will give us assistance in training people and estab- 
lishing a diamond-cutting industry. There has also been 
the recent statement by Reunion Mining and others who 
have already applied for rights to explore. So the benefits 
which De Beers has referred to will not be lost. We 
certainly will be able to supplement them.” 


He said De Beers’ attitude was difficult to understand 
because its CSO had an arrangement with South African 
producers where they retained 25 percent of all diamond 
production, and a similar arrangement with Australian 
producers who retained 20 percent. 


Commenting on De Beers comments on the difficulty in 
establishing a diamond-cutting industry, he said that, 
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here, De Beers was attempting to tell MMCZ how ut 
should go about its business. 


Yes, he said, the SA mining group had a lot of experi- 
ence, but the MMCZ had made its own investigations 
and would receive assistance from the Australians. 


* Chief Justice Criticised on Constitution Bill 


YIAFOOSIF Harare THE HERALD in Enelish 
l6 Jan Yi pl 


{Article by Elliot Mahende, HERALD reporter: “Chiet 
Justice’s Attack on Bill Unwarranted: AG” | 


{Text} Remarks by Chief Justice Gubbay on Monday in 
which he attacked the constitutional amendment dealing 
with the land question were unwarranted, unprece- 
dented and disappointing, Attorney-General Patrick 
Chinamasa said in Harare yesterday. 


“Tl cannot hide my disappointment at this development,” 
Cde. Chinamasa said in the State’s reaction to the 
remarks by Chief Justice Gubbay when opening the 1991 
legal year in the High Court in Harare on Monday. 


The Chiet Justice described the Constitution of Zim- 
babwe Amendment (No. 11) Bill, which has since been 
passed by Parliament, as retrogressive on human rights 
because it re-introduces whipping as a legal punishment 
for juvenile offenders and confirms hanging as a consti- 
tutional method of execution. 


The Chief Justice also described as “disquicting” an 
aspect of the Bill that gives the State the sole right to 
determine the prices of Commercial farmland when it 
compulsorily buys land for resettlement. Under the 
amendment, affected farmers will not be allowed 
recourse to the courts should they feel the prices are 
unfair. 


Chief Justice Gubbay said the amendment denied the 
judiciary the power to declare as unconstitutional the 
State’s new powers to fix the price of land. 


But, said Cde. Chinamasa in an interview with THI 
HERALD yesterday: “I have no doubt that he holds the 
views given. However, after reading his speech, | am left 
with the impression that his comments went further than 
was warranted by the occasion... 

“His comments were unprecedented in that the court 
delivered judgment over an issue of high significance 
which was not properly (put) betore tt. 


“The issue of validity or otherwise of the Constitutional 
Amendment Bill (No. 11) was not before the courts and 
yet one is left with no doubt that a judgment has already 
been delivered on it.” Cde. Chinamasa said 
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* Cost of Living Increase Figures Announced 


YIAFOTSIC Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
nmEnelish25 Jan Yl pl 


{Article: “Cost of Living for High Income Group Up 12 
Percent” | 


{Text} Revised figures show that the cost of living for 
higher-income urban families rose by 11.2 percent in the 
first nine months of last year, while the indea rose by 14 
percent for the lower-income group 


The Central Statistical Office price index tor the penod 
January to September 1990 shows that the biggest 
increase for the lower-income group was thal for trans- 
port costs, which rose by 31.7 percent 


The cost of foodstulfs rose by 15 percent, while drinks 
and tobacco went up by 12.7 percent, clothing and 
footwear by 12.7 percent and rent, fuel and light charges 
by 8.1 percent. Miscellaneous costs rose by 13.2 percent. 


During the month of September, the index rose by 0.4 
percent, with the main contributors to the increase being 
prices paid for meals away. tresh truit, opaque beer, 
clothing and footwear, rent, detergents, laundry soap, 
toiletries, and dry cleaning 


For the higher-income urban group, the indea rose by 
11.2 percent between January and September, with the 
highest increase being for vehicle costs, which rose by 
19.5 percent 


Other increases were for foodstutts, which rose by 14.2 
percent, clothing and footwear, which went up by 13.1 
percent, and drink and tobacco costs, which increased by 
9.5 percent 


Rent and rate charges went up by & percent, while 
household stores costs increased by & 4 percent, and 
domestic workers’ wages increased by &.4 percent, and 
fuel and light charges by 1.8 percent. Miscellaneous costs 
increased by 10.3 percent 


The all ttems index inclusive of sales tax and excise duty 
increased by 4 percent in September alone. The main 
contributors to this increase were cakes, breakfast 
cereals, eggs. sweets, ice cream, ham, sausages, potatoes, 
fresh vegetables, orange drink. bar drinks, clothing, 
footwear and rent 


The other contributors to the merease were prices tor 
building repairs. mortgage payments, furniture, polish 
and cleaning materials, bicycles and parts, petrol, 
chemist goods, hairdressing. cinema seats, dry cleaning. 
and garden requisites 


However, tresh truit dropped in price 
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* Maize Intake Expected To Fall Short 


9YIAFOTSID Harare THE HERALD in Enelish 
25 Jan Yi pl 


[Text] The Grain Marketing Board [GMB] may not 


achieve the revisec intake target of 840.000 tonnes of 


maize this marketing year. 


At the beginning of this marketing season, i was 
expected that the GMB intake would be !|.2 million 
tonnes of maize. This figure was later revised down to 
840.000 tonnes. 


According to the latest quarterly food security bulletin of 
the Early Warning Food Security Unit. the GMB had 
bought 780.918 tonnes of maize by the end of December 
1990. For the neat few months, maize deliveries are 
expected but they will not be substantial. 


In view of this low intake, the total maize procurement 
target of 840,000 tonnes was unlikely to be achieved, 
said the bulletin. 


“Taking into account of realisation of procurement, 
local commercial sale and export target achievement, the 
closing stock of maize by the end of the marketing year ts 
expected to be around 754,000 tonnes of maize. which 1s 
about 35.5 percent less than the opening stock.” 


The bulletin said the expected closing stock would stull be 
higher than the minimum carry-over requirement of 
$00,000 tonnes. 


The 780.918 tonnes delivered to the GMB by the end of 
December last year was 32.5 percent lower than the 
corresponding period last year 


Intakes of other cereal crops except for wheat, were also 
lower than at the same time last year 


Reviewing the food security situation in the country, the 
bulletin said it had remained satistactory except in some 
drought-stricken areas where delivery under the drought 
relief programme had increased 


* National Farmers Union Praises Land Policy 


YIAFOCSIE Harare THE HERALD in English 
I> Jan vl py 
[Article: “ZNFU Pleased With the State's Plans on 
Land” } 


[Text] The Zimbabwe National Farmers’ Union [ZNFU} 
says the Government's envisaged national land policy 
has answered three fundamental principles that the 
union had always wanted implemented 


lis president Cde. Gary Magadvire, said it was pleasing 
to note that the Government had acknowledged that now 
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every person was a farmer and could be allocated a piece 
of land through the resettlement programme. 


He said the Government had also realised that collective 
responsibility did not make people accountable on lim- 
ited resources like land 


“The third achievement which we have been crying for 
and want to see happen 1s that the designation of land, 
whilst i 1s smportant, 1s not a fundamental factor. What 
iS Important 1s to dilute the present position of Africans 
on one side and white farmers on the other. 


“For mstance, in prime areas like Mazowe or Banket. 
you need to plant blacks in between white farmers for 
two reasons, break the network of racial neighbourhood 
and create a nation of people of which race 1s not the 
important thing. Secondly. we acknowledge without 
shame, that white farmers are highly skilled and exper- 
enced. The blacks need to take that experience. We 
cannot do that by secluding them and forming reserves 
of blacks.” Cde. Magadzire said. 


Cde. Magadzire said that ut was accepted that there was 
overpopulation in the communal areas and that the 
communal land was not as fertile as commercial farming 
land. However, it was important to realise that there 
would never be a time that everybody could be settled on 
alluvial fertile soul 


Cde. Magadzire said the proposals put forward by the 
Commercial Farmers’ Union [CFU] on land reform were 
“for all intents and purposes” an adoption of many ideas 
discussed at meetings of the joint presidents committee 
The ideas were presented to the Government jointly, 
although the Government did not respond directly 


He said last Friday's CFU meeting on the land tssuc was 
just an information mecting intended tor the union's 
members to hear the Government's views on the issue 
from the “horse's mouth” and not from the leadership 


That objective, the union achieved by managing to get 
the Minister of Lands, Agriculture and Rural Resettle- 
ment, Cde. Witness Mangwende. to attend all the eight 
branch meetings of the CFI 


The ZNFEU is committed to ensuring that commercial 
agriculture is not run down to “another communal 
type.” It was important that the commercial land that 
the Government buys, must not only be kept in good 
heart, but 1t must also be pul to good use, best advantage 
for the purposes of enhancing productivity ensuring that 
the agro-industry does not suffer from lack of supplies of 
agro-goods 


Every person resettled must have his land properly 
demarcated and put on a tive-vear trial basis with regular 
inspection of his property There should be an apprarsal 
at the end of each year and uf the choice of the incumbent 
was wrong. the person must leave 
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